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ON 
SECTION TA THIRD: 


OLE being now a member, in Mr. 
P's language, of the ſenate of the uni- p. 47 2 7 
verſal church, which has been conſidered asP. 148 
the common council of the chriſtian world; 
his bipgrapher has kindly entertained his 
countrymen, with a pompous account of 
the origin and inſtitution of the cardinalate, 
in hopes of removing thoſe prejudices, which P. 149. / / e9 
The cauſeleſs ſpleen of a mere Engliſh reader 
ii apt to conceive at the very name of cardi- | 
nal. We are greatly obliged to Mr. P. for 
this extraordinary condeſcenſion : though 
it be rather too late to tell us, by way of 
information, that this order of the purple 
was founded to ſupport the pride and pomp 
of the court of Rome. In former days, the 
chief prieſts of larger pariſhes were diſtin- 
"*guiſhed by this appellation, though with a 
dlifferent meaning. They were then look- 
ed upon as inferior to prelates : and the 
6 | title 


BW 


( 188 ) 


title was dropped, when the mitre was aſ- 


P. 148, 


16A 


P. 147. 
/ of the expediency of a change in ſome points of 


election of the biſhop of the capit 


ſumed. In later days, when the temporal 
power of the See of Rome was enlarged, an 
additional degree of honour and dignity 
was annexed to the council of the Pope: 
and the archi-preſbyteri of the primitive bi- 
ſhops, were intended to be revived by the 
inſtitution of the cardinales preſbyteri, tho' 
with much higher powers : for the latter 
were ſoon conſidered as aſſeſſors to his Ho- 
lineſs at Rome ; who afterwards, by beſtow- 
ing this title upon biſhops and other great 
men, whilſt he augmented his 3 autho- 


rity, by ſuch powerful aſſociates, $$. grati- 


| hed their ambition by the gaudy decorations 


of privilege and precedence. 


ly overſhadowed the epiſcopal dignity : the 


jus divinum of which was forced to ſubmit 
to the jus humanum of the/Sxrdinalymaba, 


the higheſt rank m the catholic 
conſidered as I beingsof a ſupe- 


church, 


riour nature. So much leſs honour was paid 
to that order, which Chriſt himſelf, or his 


apoſtles, were ſuppoſed to have inſtituted, 
than to that which his vicegerent, through 


primitive diſcipline, eſtabliſhed for the diſ- 
patch of a multiplicity of temporal affgirs. 
By one degree of art and another, this 


ul. body became alone concerned in the 
al of the © 


chriſtian 
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Foe chriftian world, and thereby of giving 4. ſu- P. 14; 


preme head to the church. | The preſent num+ 

ber of this ſacred. college was fixed by Six: 
tus the 5th, for this wiſe reaſon, that as 
he repreſented Jeſus Chriſt, they (the car- 
dinals) ſhould repreſent: his diſciples. As 


they have had amongſt their liſt che brot p. 148 


© thers and ſons of the greateſt potentates; — 
as they have frequently guided the councils of 
different ſlates, and been concerned in im- 
portant negotiations: we are not to won der, 
if the worldly wiſdom and rapacity of the 
politician, hath ſometimes got the better 
of the ſelf-denying humility of the eccle- 
ſiaſtic; which occaſioned a wicked wag 
humourouſly to define a cardinal, to be ani- 
mal rubrum, callidum, & rapax; capax & 
-vorax omnium beneficiorum.* Thus can we 


/164 


i bes 


heretics divert ourſelves; and, turning our P. 149. 2 9 


minds from ſounds to things, be much better 


pleaſed to hear of the flowing eaſe and ſhape, P. 4 TY. 


and ſcarlet colour of the robes, at a diſtance ; 
than to ſee them parade in triumph amongſt 
us, and baſk as formerly, in the enjoyment 
of 2 glorious plurality of biſhoprics and be- 
nefices. EA 


Fl = Guy Patin, v. Fortin's Eraſmus, V. I. p. 364. | 
2 2 See more about cardinals, in Farneworth's Prolego- 
miena to the life of Pope Sixtus 5. Ne. 5. p. ae 


* 
L 
m4 


3 


-  ham's antiquities, B. 2. c. 19. ſe. 18. p. 82. ſand the 
ugh- 


Paul 


hiſtory of the cardinals, Part 1. Book third, 
*. out, | ; 


( 296 ) 


Paul the 3d conferring this honour of 
the red hat 8 Pole, his biographer, will- 
ing to return the obligation, thinks him- 
ſelf equally bound with Qririni, to vindi- 
cate alſo the patron of his hero. It has 
been - objefFed, he ſaith, againſt Paul, that 
he conferred the purple on ſome of his own 
Family, at an age which ſeems immature for 

that dignity : but if the care he took of their 
education, and his hopes of them, be ta- 
hen into the account, his behaviour, in this 
particular, will either not appear unbecoming 
the other parts of his conduct, or muſt be 
placed amongſt thoſe weakneſſes which have 
too great a mixture of humanity, not to ad. 
mit of great alleviation. In fo tender a man- 
ner, does this. good and charitable Mr. P. 
who does not ſpare his crueleſt reproaches 


1 Cardinal Quirini, fond of taking every opportu- 
nity of extolling Paul the 3d, for the worthies whom 
he honoured with the purple, is for ever enlarging up- 
on his Holineſs's praiſes. But in one place his boldneſs 
is conſummate, and exceeds every thing, when he a- 
ſcribes the Pope's Choice of cardinals, and their accept- 
ance of that dignity, to the influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt : for ſpeaking of Pok's letters to Cantareni, he 
ſays, ex iis 44 annotavimus, Paulum 1II. Pontif. 
max. Spiritu ſancto duce ad evehendos cardinales procedere 
conſueuiſſe, preterea cardinales delatam ſubi I non 
nift ejuſdem ſpiritus impulſu atcepiſſe. 

V. 2. Diat. ſect. 1. p. Lv. See alſo, v. 1. Pref Ep. 
Schelborn cum anim. p. LXXVII. & Diat, p 376. And 
again (beſides the whole firſt ſection of he * vo- 
lume) v. 3. Pref. p. 40. 


upon 
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A f upon the leaſt ſlip of any of the reformed 
5 party, palliate the avowed wickedneſs of a 

> wanton debauchee.' The two young cardi- 


nals, here hinted at, were his own grand- 4 
ſons, by two of his baſtards; one of whom 
at 14; the other at 16 years of age, he ad- / 
© mitted into the /acred college: and ſbered P. 151. 171 , 
(by this action) 4 caution and ſagucity in oF 


the choice he made of thoſe, who were to 
"compoſe the ſupreme council of the church, 
worthy the chief" magiſtracy be ' bore in it. / 
So ſenfible was his Holineſs, that rhe ſacred P. 141, Lo 
| college ſhould be compoſed of perſons whyſe er. 
| amples might recall the ancient ſplendour of the 
"prieſthood. This was the method the ſu- 
preme head of the church took, to ac- 
quaint the world with his earneſt reſolu- 
tion to purſue that plan of reformation, 
which he himſelf had publickly given out 
Mould be effected, and which was loudly P. 150%6 
Called for on all fides. Well therefore might 
Father Paul ſay, ſpeaking of the creation of 
theſe young cardinals, © the hope of re- 
A örming the cardinals, and the fear of 
ſome of them vaniſhed immediately, be- 
'* cauſe it did not appear how it could be- 
'® gin, but from the age, and lawful birth 
* thoſe who were to be created cardi- 
n 8* I | 


1 Council of Trent, B. 1. p. 73. 


Whilſt 


( 192 ) 


Whilſt cardinal Pole is en in re- 
ceiving the compliments of his friends up- 
on his new dignity, Mr. P. ſteps aſide to 
| favour. us with his character of two extra- 
ordinary perſons, friends of the new made 
cardinal, Hofius and Eraſmus. The former, 
tho' a cardinal, and a legate afterwards at 
the council of Trent, is now but little 


known Stheugh I-remember-to-have—-read 
Ar moorouncmerely. It ſeems 
an acquaintance of his, who had been dip- 
ping in ſome heretical books, fell ill of a 
violent fever. Hgſus, who looked upon it 
as a judgment for his preſumption, made 
him ſenſible, that ſuch wicked indulgence 
was the cauſe of his illneſs; and with great 
zeal threw the book into the fire, in order 
to cure his friend. No ſooner was this 
preſcription tried, than it ſucceeded. Whilſt 
the book was burning, the fever abated. 
When the operation was over, the patient 
found himſelf quite well: his fever and his 
hereſy, to the great triumph of  Hoftus's 
faith, left him at the ſame time.” Such an 
extraordinary exertion of faith and power, 
could not but pave the way for the ho- 
nours he afterwards obtained. As his wri- 
tings were all of them upon controverſial 
ſubjects, the good catholics might well fyle 
him a 2 of the church but that, thoſe 
0 of a different perſuafion ſhould honour > 
£3 Chet _wi 
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( 193 ) 
== with enchmiums ill more pompous may rea- 
* 5 ſonably be queſtioned; ſeeing we find him 
> reckoned,” by ſome of the writers of thoſe 
times, amongſt the loweſt and baſeſt ſlan- 


E: 


derers of Lui bers memory. And the ſub- 


jects he wrote upon, were not of that kind, 
as would leave any favourable impreſſion 
of his candour or moderation, though his 
abilities might be readily acknowledged. a 


1 P. hath made of the character of Hojpus, 


4 hee is willing, -we ſhould ſee, he can excell 


in ſatire, as well as panegyric. He pro- 


| ;-whoſe character is introduced here, 
with Ac. ether deſign, but to expreſs the 


* 


utmoſt malevolence againſt his memory, 

by indulging himſelf in all the petulant 

cenſures of the loweſt bigots of his com- 
munion. 

Mr. P, who chinks it no fin to colum- 

uiate, begins his account of Eraſmus, by 


abuſing his country. He was born, he ſays, 


Err the heightening repreſentation Mr. 


| in 4 climate as little JFemed for ripening P. 18 


Rings os improving morals. National reflec- 
tions are, for the moſt part, falſe; but are 
er baſe, and what a true ſcholar would 


r 1 FrwelP; * y to Harding, p. 2. who fre quently 
nameth him, and ever ranks him with Ecþ us, Pickius 
and ſuch ſort, Humfredi vita Juelli, p. 22 Charke's 
anſwer to Parſons, p. 240. 


2 Se ga eccleſ. hift, 16 century, 24 pt. " 5. p. 114. 
N diſdain 


* 


1 a coeds therefore tro that celebrated name, PE. P. 155. 75 4 
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diſdain to make. At the time of the refor- 
mation, the ſharpneſs of a true perſecuting 
) ſpirit was firſt felt in the low-countries ; 
two monks being burnt there for Luthera- 
niſm, ſo early as 1523: where for ſome 
years the ſame rational method of convic- 
tion was frequently tried, and with the 
ſame effect. * Neither were the heroes, who 
ſtruggled with ſuch reſolution and forti- 
tude for the civil liberties of this oppreſſed 
country, more memorable, than thoſe ex- 
traordinary perſons, who, by their uncom- 
mon abilities, furniſhed ſuch ſuccours to 
Europe for the advancement of literature, 
and made Holland the Afylum of letters. 


The celebrated names of Scaligerg Salma- | 


Sins, S. many others, before, and 
ſincè their time, would reflect honour up- 
on any country Land abundantly refute this 
idle, impotent attempt to defame it, as be- 


1 G. Brandt's hiſt. of the Ref. in the low countries. 
B. i. from A. D. 1523 to 1534: and his account of 
Gnapheus's perſecutions. The ſtrongeſt proof of whoſe 
heterodoxy, and what raiſed a ſtorm againſt him, was, 
a pregnant woman, who had a longing, put a ſauſage, 
in Lent time, into the pot wherein he uſed to boil his 
peas. © That affair took up the judges during two 
days: the phyſicians were ſent for, and aſked 8 
<< it was poſſible, that a woman with child ſhould long 
for meat in Lent? after having debated that queſtion, 
< the judges paſſed ſentence, that Gnapheus, ſhould be 
© apprehcnded dead or alive, where ever he ſhould be 
* found.” Brandt's hilt. &c 

2 Fortin's Eraſmus, V. I. fr 15, 16. 
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ing a climate as little a for ripening 
*minds, as improving morals. 
* Our author does indeed acknowledge the 
eerudition and abilities of Eraſmus and the 
view offi 'as a ſcholar, is declared to be 
ZJuminots. But ſurely, if his excellency in 
this reſpe&t be admitted, why could not 
that ſame diſcernment and underſtanding, 
Which enabled him to make ſuch real im- 
Teens in literary knowledge, enable 
him alſo to make ſome advances in theolo- 
gical learning; for the ſame defects were 
obſervable in each, and that ignorance and 
ſtupidity which diſgraced the - ſchools, diſ- 
"graced the church alſo? Eraſinus ſaw and 
amented this; and did his beſt to reform 
them both. It was this commendable un- 
gertaking, which firſt raiſed the fury of the 
digots of his own times: and the ſhameful 
Flamour is ſtill continued. But how comes 
the view of his character, as a Chriſtian, in 
gur author's phraſe, not to be equally Ju- 
Fninous? We are told, ther any 
72 advanced againſt the religion he pro- 
Je//ed, nay almoſt, againſt chriſtianity itſelt, 
mohich he has not a Men e 
It was Eraſinuss hard fate to be wilfull 
miſunderſtood in his life time: and it hath 
been his hard fate ſince, to have theſe miſ- 


— 


preſentations repeated, and with equal 
ffrontery; and the calumny not drawn 
from any intimate converſe with his wri- 


tings 


$ | N 2 


v. 158.) / Ge 
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N 
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tings, but derived from a ſecondary degree 
ef knowledge, from the aſperſions of pre- 
judiced enemies. A bitter charge is here 
brought againſt a man, to whom Religion 
ant and Learning Yf greatly indebted : and how 
is it ſupported ? by no other proofs, than 
bold, preſumptuous affirmations. That E- 
raſmus, from ſome ſet of men, ſhould meet 
with bad treatment, is not aſtoniſhing.” He, 
whoſe belief is confined to narrow ſyſtems, 
and, what he is pleaſed to term, the conſent 
of the church, cannot but look with an 
evil eye, upon every attempt to call men 
1 / from ſounds to things, as diſfnting from the 
1P3" ſpirit of the catholic church, and betraying 
a mind totally warped from her rule of rec- 
titude. Sounding words fortunately prove 
nothing. As the ſtandard of orthodoxy is 
not the ſame in all communions, we have 
a right to expect ſomewhat leſs arrogance, 
and more reaſoning, and clear evidence, 
when a good man's reputation is at ſtake, 
and prophaneſs and imprety are boldly, and 
in the ſtrongeſt manner, objected againſt 

him. 

The writers of the life of the precious 
founder of the order of 'the jeſuits, have 

recorded, that that ſpiritual Qz7xof could 4 

not reliſh the works of Eraſmus. He found 5 

7 

} 


in that elegant book of the Euchiridion militis 
Chri/tiaui, none of the àunction ſo reliſhing | 
in ſome books of devotion, and ſo neceſ- © 
fary 
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ſary to keep up the heat of the true en- 
thuſiaſt. A judgment this, ſays Dr. Jor- 


« in, worthy of him; and every fanatic, 1 


% Aike- hin, would want ſomething more 
s pathetic and ſavoury, ſomething with 
„ more unction, and leſs morality and com- 
te mon ſenſe.” * Whether Mr. P. belongs to 
that ſociety or no, ſignifies nothing: we 
apprehend however, he knows as little of 
Eraſinus, and is as much a ſtranger to his 
writings, as if he, as well as Loyola diſci- 


ples, had been forbid to read them; for he 


has accuſed him of maintaining ſome prin- 
ciples, which the general tenor of his wri- 
tings do evidently contradict. 

The great object that Eraſmus ſeems to 
have in view in his religious treatiſes, is, 
*by manly and ſenſible argumentation, to 
inculcate the true nature and end of devo- 
tion; and to demonſtrate, that it does not 
ſo much conſiſt, in a form of words, in 
ridiculous ceremonies, or a round of exter- 

nnal duties, as in the inward affection and 
diſpoſition of the heart. Though this was 
fixing religion upon its true baſis, it is in- 
conceivable, how greatly it exaſperated the 
⁊ealots of the church of Rome. By expo- 
b ſing the folly of their artificial incitements 


gto devotion, they were ſenſible, that his 


> writings, if attended to, would rob them 
: 4 
4 I Jortin's Eraſmus, v. I. p. 22. 


of 


( 198 ) 


of their profit, and hurt their influence. 
Hinc ile lacryme ! 


| By this craft they had their gain: and it 
was natural for them, to raiſe an outcry a- 
gainſt the bold diſturber of their eaſe and 
power. A man of ſuperiour endowments, 
could not but abhor the ſuperſtitious foole- 
ries, that had crept in by degrees into the 
religious offices of the church ; where ge- 
nuine devotion was loſt in ſhew and fop- 


Pp 159./ pery, and the divine plan of belief and prac- 
o tice was almoſt totally obliterated, by a ri- 


gorous and ſervile attention to the externals 
of bodily worſhip. 

Seeing this lamentable decay of true pie- 
ty, Eraſmus, who had a keen pen, could not 
help laſhing the ignorance, and the vices 
of the eccleſiaſtics: amd he hoped, that 
what was wanting in authority, would be 
compenſated by the weight of his argu- 
ments; and that to laugh at a fool, or a 
blockhead, would, if not reform him, at 
leaſt inform others. Chriſtianity therefore, 
as well as learning, owes a great deal to 
his memory, for his noble endeavours to 
draw men, from reſting in the circum- 
ſtantials, to attend to the fundamentals of 
religion. In this light he appears to great 
advantage, the foe to cant and hypocriſy, 
the friend to manly and rational piety. But 
great juſtice having lately been done to the 

memory 
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memory and character of Eraſmus, in an 
impartial and admirable performance, we 
refer the reader to Dr. Jortin's life of this 


extraordinary perſonage, as deeming it ra 


ther a more correct criterion to judge of his p. 159 
merits, than Mr. P's motly deſcription ; as 

it is drawn from a maſterly knowledge of 
the hiſtory of that age, and the writings of 
'Eraſmus himſelf. 
We have reaſon to think, that Mr. P. 
is almoſt as much a ſtranger to the works 
of Eraſmus, as we have fend him to be & 
to thoſe of Luther. This will appear, by 


examining the ſeveral particulars of his op- 
probrious accuſations againſt him. His 


WILL 


firſt charge 1s, outrageous flights of im- P.: 53/191 


\ Piety, — againſt the devgtzon paid to the mo- 
her of our redeemer. references, in“ 
pport of this aſſertion, are the dialogue 


1 In that epiſtle of Eraſmus to Luther, which our 
author, by referring to, whilſt he is drawing Eraſmus's 
icture, would make us believe, he hath read, there is 
* Fometing ſaid, which if one, of whoſe worth and abi- 
Mities, Mr. P. hath the higheſt opinion, had properly 
attended to, he might have profited by. In that letter, 
Eraſmus tells Luther, what good advice he had given 
the gentry of Louvain, that reformer's teizing adverſa- 
ties, Tantum admonui (ſays he,) ne libris tuis nondum 
Ctis, ad populum tam odioſe viciferarentur . . . . , But 
Mis kindneſs was thrown away, for he adds, nihil pro- 
Jefum oft : huc uſque inſaniunt obliquis imo famoſis ſuis 
ſbutationibus. Eraſmus, as well as Luther, has ſuffered 
1 by the retailing collectors of party preju- 
dice. _ 2 | | 
2 FIT 


5 
XY 


Pere- 


(200) 
1 
Peregrin. Rel. ergo, and a note in his com- 
, mentary on thy firſt chapter of St. Luke's 
| goſpel. I * dialogue, Eraſmus with a 
ſeverity, and /reer, which true piety will 
juſtify, laugheth at the abominable folly | 
and ſuperſtition of thoſe abſurd enthuſiaſts, 
who tramped from one country to another, 
to perform imaginary devotions to imagi- : 
ginary ſaints, in places ſanctified by fraud | 
and knavery to the purpoſes of religious | 
deluſion. To give a keener edge to his ſa- 
tire, he hath recourſe to a pious trick often | 
played by the monks; pleaſantly feigning . 
a letter ſuppoſed to be written by a famous ; 
ſtone image of the Virgin Mary in the 
neighbourhood of B, and gravely told 
by a zealous pilgrim, relating his rambles 
to different temples, in diſtant kingdoms, 
conſecrated to her honour, and to that of 
other ſaints. With an indignation becom- 
ing one, who had the intereſt of truth and 
religion ſeriouſly at heart, he expoſed the 7 
abſurdity of this ſpiritual Quixotiſm, in thus [ 
running to every place and image, reputed | 
to be endued with a wonder- working pow- 
er, to the diſgrace of religion, and the tatal 
neglect of ſocial and domeſtic duties. His 
general aim in this, and indeed in all the 4 
colloquies, was * to cure the bigotted world, 2 
* if he could, of that ſuperſtitious devo- 51 
* tion, which the monks inculcated more 
ER / 40 ſedu- 
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7 dulouſly. than true chriſtian piety,” * If 
Mr. P. will look into that part of Eraſmus's 
fgeply to the Spani/b monks, wherein he 
yindicates himſelf from the imputation of 
leſſening the Virgin Mary's honour, * be- 


Sides what is ſaid in many paſſages of his 


ther books, he will ſee, that that great 
man had a due reſpect and veneration for 
her; and that, what he treated with ſuch 
contempt, was, not the honour due to the 
bleſſed Virgin, but the prophane and nau- 
ſeous application made to her interceſſion. 
- The offenſive part of the comment upon 
the firſt chapter of St. Luke's goſpel, I take 
to be theſe following words, ſacram virgi- 
nem duplici nomine fuiſſe turbatam, & quod 
videret Juvenem ingredientem, & quod au- 
diret ſalutationem amatoriam, & neſcio quid 
procorum pre ſe ferentem, following here- 
in chiefly, as he ſays himſelf, the comment 
of St. Ambroſe. As we are referred for this 


ſhameful paſſage to Eraſinuss anſwer top. 1 
Lee; ſo do we likewiſe appeal to the ſame note 


reply, for his defence and apology. e 


2 


We are next told, that his /x reaſons ogg of 


J 
gainſt the cuſtom of having recourſe to her 


Wrerceſſion, at the beginning of ſermons, are 


e weak, and moſt of them falſe and 


þ 1 fortin's Eraſmus, v. I. p. 296. 
| >.” mn. Opp. v. 9. Baſil. ed. p. 884. De honore 


[ 3 Era. Opp. ed. Bo. v. 9. p. 128 — 130. 


2 
0 


if he could mean eit of the treatiſes a- 
7 bove mentioned : for ee] 
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0 | | 
profane: referring us, but without conde- 

ending to name edition, page, or book, 
o the Ecclefraftes. ' By this general refe- 
rence to a large work, we ſhrewdly ſuſpect, 
Mr. P. does not ſpeak this of his own 
knowledge. Had he taken the pains to con- 
ſult the book itſelf, he would have found 
it a very difficult taſk, to make them half 
as many as i: and the reaſons which E- 
raſmus doth aſſign, are neither weak, nor 
falſe, nor profane. They occur in the ſe- 
cond book, where he ſays, this cuſtom of 
thus invoking of the B.V. M. is, 1. Without 
the authority of SS. and 2. Againſt the ex- 
ample of all antiquity : adding moreover, 
but not as different reaſons, only as illuſ- 
trations of the former two, that ſuch a prac- 
tice is often impertinently, often falſly ap- 
plied ; concluding in theſe words, ſed quid 
opus eft, preter SS. autoritatem, prater ve- 
terum patrum exemplum, conſuetudinem in- 
ducere que egeat excuſatione. 

In conſequence of theſe principles, our au- 
thor tells us, that he informs one of his ac- 
quaintance, that though he had e, ſome 
things to the honour of the blefſed Virgin, it 
was againſt his will. Pretty extraordinary! 


I BEeclefiaftes, L. 2. p. 258, 259. ed. Baſil. 12% 
1544. | 4 


writ- 


1 1 

Pritten many years before either his Colli. 
ies, or his Eccle/iaftes, were publiſhed. * 
t anachroniſms are nothing with Mr, P: 
who, if he had been converſant with E- 
muss works, would have put a more 
"Eandid interpretation upon his not reliſhing 
"the Pæan or hymn to the Virgin Mary. It 
not, in the letter referred to, expreſſed 
in the ſtrong manner repreſented by Mr. P. 
and the reaſon of his diſliking it, was not 
much for the ſubject matter, as the ſtyle 
of it. It was compoſed to oblige the mar- 
- *Ghioneſs of Vere, and written ſtylo juvenili, 
Fadi ilhus aſtectum accommodato, potius quam 
ad meum judicium ; as he informed his friend 
Botzem, when he gave him an account of 
Hts writings, in the letter prefixed to the 
Be/i! edition of his works. It is indeed 
J puerile performance, in a poetical, tu- 
mid, idolatrous ſtyle.” * This was reaſon 
Egough, for his cool and maturer judgment 
% diſlike it: and though he could not but, 
a chriſtian, deem the mother of our Re- 


Hemer, bleſſed above women; yet he could P. 159 


Det in his heart approve, of that unwar- 
Aunted incenſe offered up to her, in de- 


+ *& 
. * % 
* 


83 This letter to Colet was written in 1504. 
The Colloguies were publiſhed in 1522. 
The Eccleſjaftes was publiſhed in 1535. 

= Jortin's Eraſmus, v. 2. p. 200. Eraſmus's letter to 
n is allo in this 2d vol. of Dr. Fortin, p. 415. 


ſpight, 


| /101 


«rs 


P. 160. 


H/ 
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ſpight, as it was, of her ſon's ſole media 
tion. 
The commendations beſtowed upon Luther“ 
writings, make another charge againſt E- 
raſmus. The letter here found fault with, 
is a civil and courteous one, in reply to an 
excellent one from Luther; in which he 
ſpeaks very reſpectfully of that reformer, 
and his doctrine. He gives him indeed a 
little caution againſt too much vehemency; 
not that Luther had then ſhewn any thing 
of that ſpirit, or that Eraſmus ſuſpected it; 
only he was afraid, the warmth of contro- 
verſy might irritate each party to ſome ex- 
ceſſes. As to Luther himſelf, this was but the 
beginning of his preaching, in 1519, when 
he had hitherto diſtinguiſhed himſelf, only 
by oppoſing the fale and traffic of indul- 


gences: and therefore the encouragement of, 


vn ec non admoneo ut facias, fed ut quod facts 


note. 


lr 


perpetuo facias, might, without offence, be 
applied to Luther, whoſe letter to him was 
full of the greateſt modeſty and humility ; 
and who, at that time, proceeded with 


T Luther's letter to E 2 
and Eraſmus's reply, p. 244. 


When Mr. P. talks of Eraſmus's praiſing Luther 
and his writings, he forgets how much he diftery in that 
opinion from his great friend Quirini. For 
Sexcenta ſunt in Eraſmi epiſtolis, aliiſque ejus Iucubratic- 
nibus loca, quibus reformationem a Luthero, aliiſque «ui 


ſodalibus, ſeu diſcipulis procreatam irridet, atque exfecratur. 


Juirini, v. 2. Diat. p. CLXX1I11. 
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* 


cm much, and hoped they woul 


3 \ Ful. Mr. P, willing to ſhew his 7 10 


. kindly tells his reader, with a ſneer, 


_- i | 
«. egually orthodox and edifying doctrines p. 160 
= /: commentaries contain. And has he read note. 


—-- 


of this herefiarch's writing? or is this 

„. as uſual, a random charge? Had 
%u, found any of theſe heretical doc- 
ees in the commentaries he praiſed, he 
uſt have been almoſt as ſharp-ſighted as 
r. P. Luther, when this letter was writ- 
3 Sn, was no heretic : neither did he then, 
: 


r for ſome years after, hold or teach the 
Doftrines here aſcribed to him; and ſome 
them he never was ſo abſurd to main- 
Sin. All the commentaries he had then 
publiſhed were two harmleſs ones, the one 
pon the ſeven penitential, the other upon 


he 11oth, Pſalms. And theſe commenta- 


= 
J o 
7 1 
* 


Ry 7 


i ex ccckſia Romana ob vitia facerdatum ſeceſſerint, eoj- 
yr hereticis & blaſphemis habet. Et, ad v. 4. ſa- 
vey * Melchizedeci æternum ad ſacramentum cane 
cat. > Fon 

4 Seckendorf Index, 3. ſcriptorum Lutberi. I am aware, 


* that 


\ . 


t fear and diffidence. He tells him, He 
9 bperuſed his commentaries on the oY 
rove 
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ſuch indecency, that a Cynic could not have 
at ber ideas, nor cloath them in coarſer terms. 


that there is in Zuther's works (05 vol. Witt. ed.) a 
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ries contained nothing, that could offend 38 
the moſt orthodox catholic. vc "x7 
But Eraſmus preferred the marriage flate 
fa celibacy, and ſet forth its privileges with 


Mr. P's ideas of purity muſt be extremely 
delicate indeed, to cenſure, in fo unfair a 
manner, that juvenile dechamation in praiſe * 
of matrimony, addreſſed by Eraſmus to his 
pupil Lord Mountjoy : and if by giving a 
right turn to the youthful paſſions of that 
nobleman, he encouraged him to enter in- 
to that ſtate which 2 honourable in all men, 
what ſerious man could refuſe to praiſe him 
for it? But it ſeems he preferred it to celi- 
bacy. And who ſhould not? but he did 
not prefer it to virginity. As he knew the 
flagrant lewdneſſes committed by many, 
who were under the vows of conſtrained 
celibacy, it was a commendabe act of piety 
to expoſe the abſurd rigour of ſuch vows; 
and to call men from indulging in that tur- 


comment or lectures on the the firſt 22 Pſalms, with a 
dedication to the elector of Saxony, and a recommen- 
datory epiſtle of Melanchton both dated the beginning 
of 1519. But as theſe lectures were only begun in the nl 
month of March that year, and continued that and the 
2 following years, and were not publiſhed till 1524; 
it may well be doubted, whether Eraſmus could ſee 

them fo early as in May 1519. See Seckendorf, L. 1. 
P- 94. and p. 134. 9 9 
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| pitude of behaviour,. which it was a ſhame | | 
to ſpeak of; and to admoniſh them to re- | 
| frain thoſe deſires by the purity of a chaſte 
marriage, againſt thoſe deep divines and 
| ſound caſuiſts, who held imple fornication 
to be no An. his raiſed the outcry of the 
© zealots againſt him; and obliged him to 
take more notice of their pitiful objections 
than they deſerved, by honouring ſome of 
them with a reply. This defence of Eraſ- 
nus againſt his minute adverſaries, Mr. P, 
F with his uſual partiality, entirely omit- 


| teth. * 
Our biographer, perſevering in his abuſe p. A. 4 
4 poor Eraſmus, though a prieſt, he ſays, | — 


and advanced in years, he relates his gallan- N 
tries in England, in a ſtyle more becoming the | | 

eus than the monaſtery. We have here a Mut | 
© ireſh inſtance of Mr, P's ſpleen, i ignorance, 


/ 8 1 Non arbitror rem eſſe periculoſam laudare matrims- | 
— iam, 5. eee cum a me laudatur matrimonium fimilli- 


uw irginitati, in quo uxor gignendæ proli, non libidini | 14432081 
= habetur, , . . . Sanctiſſimum ęſi vite genus pure caſteque | 
COmJugium. « « « « nunc nſquam reperias minus inquina- 
: tam morum integritatem, quam apud conjugatas . . . non de 
; vitæ genere ſed de morum corruptela loquor. 
Eraſ. Apol. Declam. matrimonii, p. gr. & Apol. ad- | 
* 7 monachos Hiſpanes, p. 871. Eraſ. Opp. ed. Baſil. oe | 
9. Upon this ſubje& we will beg leave to recom- 3 
mend to Mr. P. ſerious peruſal Eraſmus's, Virginis & | 7 
Liartyris comparatio. And he will be convinced that 1 6 
ELaſaus had noble ſentiments of true virginity, and | | 
Wuch, as even he, with all his ſpleen againk him, cannot 9 N 
but admire and approve. ' 14 


. „ * 4 


% 
arms rw 
Ha 


9 2 % . "ns - 4 
- 1 * 
—— 2 ? 
= 
« w x 


* _ * © = 4.4 r oa | — 
rr 


* 


” 8 
” % : 2 
* 3 8 
— q 3 — dl 
— — — —} — — — 2203 


( 208 ) 


and injuſtice, in thg very malevolent turn 
he hath given , a jocular, chearful letter 


EC IT Ie 
* 


1 in 1499, to Faustus Andrelinus poet A 


ureat to the King of France by Eraſmus 


who was then of the advanced age of 32, or 


according to Poſſevzr's calculation, only 30. 


e was, at that time, in England: and, from F 
hu x flow of ſpirits, we may eaſily gueſs how 7 


much he was eſteemed and beloved by his 
friends here. With the higheſt good humour, 


and pleaſantry, he tells his correſpondent, of 
the ſurprizing improvements he had made, 


in politeneſs as a courtier, and in country 
amuſements as a ſportſman. He tells him 
likewiſe, of the agreeable and polite cuſtom 


* 


of ſaluting the ladies; this, he adds with 


great mirth, ſhould be inducement enough 
for a poet to come, and partake of the plea- 
ſures of ſuch engaging company and con- 
verſation. Where now is the ſin, or the 
ſhame of all this ſprightly jeſting ? are the 
laws of modeſty and chaſtity infringed by 
a jocular recital of that familiarity with 
the ladies, which the faſhion * of the times 


x Dupin bift eccleſ. 16 cent. 1*. pt. p. 263. Note. 


tracts from it. The genteel compliment paid our na- 
tion, muſt give us pleaſure; and the regard he ſhewed 


nx imperitus, ſalutat paulo blandius, arridet comius, & 
| invita 


2 As this letter of 2 mus to Andrelinus, is but _ 3 s 
it will not, I hope, be diſagreeable to give a few ex- 


= 


43 a Ws 5 


to the Engliſb ladies, ſhould be as well known, as his 
reſpect for the gentlemen. Eraſmus ille, quem naſti, jan 
bonus propemodum venator eft, eques non peſſimus, Auticus 
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rendered both innocent and civil. Were 


we diſpoſed to be ſevere upon this occaſion, 
the prudiſh affectation of Mr. P. hath gi- 


ven us advantage enough ; but we will ſpare 
him, and content ourſelves with obſerving, 


that they who can improve ſuch harmleſs 
exprefſions of natural, youthful gaicty, into 
eallantries of an impure and 'wicked ten- 


dency, muſt have either a very bad heart, 
or very ideas. l 
And after all, is is Erajmus's boaſting 
of the falutes of modeſt women, to Eneas 


Sylvius's glorying , though a prieſt and ad- 


vanced in years, in the lewdeſt language, of 


his debaucheries, and repining at the ap- 
proach of age: and yet this man, under 
the name of Pius the 2d, © was one of the 
© moſt reſpectable of all the Roman pon- 


invita Minerva bæc omnia. Tu guoque fi ſapis, 
huc advolabis. . . . Quanguam fi Britanniæ dotes ſatis 


ernaſſes Faufle, næ tu alatis pedibus huc accurreres : & 


I podagra tua non ſineret, Dædalum te fieri optares. . . . 
== Sunt hic Nymphe divinis vultibus, blande, faciles, & 
= quas tu, tuis camænis facile anteponas, Eft præterea mos 
nunguam ſatis laudatus, ſive quo venias, omnium oſculis ex- 
ciperrs : ſius diſcedas aliquo, oſculis dimitteris : redis red- 


= cuntur fuavia : venitur ad te propinantur ſuavia : diſceditur 


abs te, dividuntur bafia : occurritur alicubi, baſiatur affatim, 
dienigue quocungue te moveas, ſuauiorum plena 2 omnia. 
Due fi tu Fauſte guſtaſſes ſemel quam ſint mollicula, quam 
agrantia, profecto cuperes non decennium ſolum, ut Solon 
eit, ſed ad mortem uſque in Anglia peregrinari. Cætera 


coram jocabimur. Nam videbo te, ſpero, propediem. Vale. 


| Ex Anglia anno 1499. Ep. Eraf. L. 5. Fauſto An- 
== %relino, p. 222. : 
0 « tiff 
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P. 160. / © tiffs.” * Mr. Phillips, not yet tired of a- 


10 


P. 161 


EE 


/ 


guſing Era/mnus, affirmeth, that when he 


ſpears of auricular confeſſion, every aſſertion 


1s an error. It is well he ſays this out of 
the reach of the inquiſition, or that holy 
office would cenſure him for diſſenting from 


the ſpirit of the catholic church . . .. and her | 


rule of rectitude. For ſurely the firſt book of 
the E:xomologe/ts is every way unexception- 
able; and tho' he does, in the ſecond, con- 
ſider ſome inconveniencies that may . hap- 
pen, and particularly at the conclufion, 


makes this true and juſt reflection, which 


I guels to be the paſſage ſo offenſive to . 


godly Mr. P, „that fin by being too fre- 
«« quently confeſſed may come to be lets 
*« frightful to us, and a penitent loſes by 
< little and little his ſhamefacedneſs, which 
eis the ſureſt way to preſerve his inno- 
«cence:” yet does he proceed to anſwer 
all theſe objections, and in a way ſufficient 
to ſatisfy any objector, that his intention in 
this treatiſe was not to ſet auricular confeſ- 
ſion aſide, but only to propoſe ſome rules, 
that both prieſt and penitent might mot 
advantageouſly perform that duty. * It mult 


1 Gilpin's lives of the reformers. Poſtſcript, p. 367, 


368. | 
2 Dupin eccleſf. hiſt. 16 century, pt. 1. p. 315. It 


was not ſo much this doctrine, as the ſcandalous abuſe 


of it, that Eraſmus fo bs ge inveighed againſt, 
undus plenus e fabularum de flagitiis ac ſceleribus 
ue ſub umbra confeſſionis admittuntur, . . . . ut i 
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indeed be owned, that high as his opinion 
was of the uſefulneſs or neceſſity of it: 
9 yet he did not think auricular confeſſion in- 
ſtituted by Chriſt or his apoſtles, but only 
locked upon it as a poſitive law enjoined 
by the church, and upon the fame autho- 
rity as that group of human ordinances, | 
mentioned by our writer, ſuch as he di/- & WF 
XS tindion of food, the objervance of Lent, and 
ot ber appointed faſts, and the ſingle life of 
be clergy; all which, as being doctrines of 
XX men, he had no higher reverence for than 
XX they deſerved. 
= The monaſtic profeſſion, and the monks, 
he did indeed treat with the contempt they 
© richly merited at his hands. He found 
them ſworn foes to true learning and pie- 
_ + : 
== ty; the peſts of ſociety; and the haters of 
XX reformation in every ſhape. When any man 
of learning appeared at any time, they im- 
XX mediately took the alarm: and whom they 
could not confute by argument, they en- 


K * 
* 
# 


deavoured to filence by reproaches. Eraſ- 


= 
* 
- 


bela commemoratio poſſet lectoris animum inficere. Verum d 
monachi complures non amore pietatis urgent hanc confeſſio- 
em, ſed quod hinc auferant luculentam meſſem, dum reg- 
rant in ædibus divitum, quorum ſecreta norunt, dum ad- 
unt morientibus, dum arrodunt tęſtamenta. Conſiderent 
ernam malorum, que haftenus orta eft ex confeſſionibus, 
RRC mirari deſinent, fi quid admonui de recte confitende. 4, 
TE Ep. Epics cridon eee, 1. 30. h £53, » 
Fee alſo his reply ad notationes novas Lei. v. 9. 
P. 214. ed. Boſ. 
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mus's whole life, was a life of altercation 
with theſe troubleſome hornets ; who were 
always teizing, and inſulting him. As he 
knew them, and their actions well, he 
hath, in numberleſs places of his works, 
drawn their portraiture at full length. Tho' 
he could not but deſpiſe their ignorance 
and abſurdity, yet he ſometimes vouchſafed 
to chaſtize their inſolence: and many of 
his moſt formidable adverſaries are now 
only known, by the honour he hath done 
them, in recording their names, as bigots 
and perſecutors, as inflexible opponents to 
{cience and the liberal arts. Having had 
his education in a convent, he ſaw the monks 


more attentive to the idle forms and ſtupid © 


ceremonies of their rule, than the advance- 


ment of religion and learning. The like 


deteſtation of them, and from the fame 
ſources, knowledge and experience, had the 
reforming Luther; who exerted himſelf 
equally againſt them. He, and Eraſmus 
well knew, that monaſteries were too. of- 
ten the ſeminaries of vice, ignorance, and 
credulity : and they looked upon it, as their 
duty, to check the progreſs of enthuſiaſm, 


1 Eraſini, Eccleſiaſtes, L. 2. p. 345, 346. and L. 3. 
p. 468. edit. Ba/. 129. I 544. oee alſo Y. Paulo Voll- 


' 240, L. 23. p. 892. and Ep. Lamberto Grunni, L. 24 


p. 924 where Primal is {ſuppoſed to mean himſelf un- 
der the name of Florentius. 


which 
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which was ſtill founding freſh orders of 


the profeſſed, and ſtill increaſing the num- 
ber and wealth of convents. Places, which 
though originally built, and endowed un- 
der the ſpecious pretences of promoting the 
Apiritual ſtate, they could not but conſider, 
as a nuſance, and a detriment to the ſacred 
cauſe of chriſtianity. * 


of ſentiments, in this and numberleſs other 
articles, produced the conſideration, which 
Luther, in his turn, had for Eraſmus. When 
Luther firſt oppoſed that enormous corrup- 
tion of chriſtianity, the doctrine of indul- 

gences, he hoped, from the turn and tem- 
per of Eraſmus, to be ſeconded by him. 
He had feen, and read with pleaſure, his 
= Enchiridion Militis Chriſtiani: and judging 
from thence of their mutual agreement, 
he ſent him that very modeſt and reſpectful 
letter, before hinted at, and here referred 
to; in which, though Luther does not ſay, he 
read his works with the greateſt application, 
and found his chief delight in them, yet does 
he addreſs him- in the moſt humble, cour- 


1 Voluit autem Dominus (ut nunc video) academiarum 
© ſapientias, & manaſtericrum ſanctitates propria & certa 
experientia, hoc eft multis peccatis & impietatibus mihi 
notas fieri, ne impiis haminthus occaſio fieret in futurum 
aduerſarium gloriandi, quod ignota damnarem. 
Lutheri de votis monqſticis ep. dedic. ad patrem, v. 2. 


; | . | Wt. p. 269. * 


teous 


We are told, by Mr. P, that his affinity P. 561. Pf 
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| teous, and civil manner. But Eraſmus had 
not his ſpirit : and however well he wiſhed 
| 37% yet, as Luther was to ſtruggle by him- | 
| | ſelf, unſupported by the authority of the 
| great, his natural timidity and love of eaſe 
prevented him, firſt from joining forces 
with him, and afterwards obliged him to 
break off all communication with him and 
his party. And hence the bigots and the 
dunces, knowing this foible of Eraſmus, 
attacked him with even more ſeverity, than 
they did Luther; charging him with Iay- 
ing thoſe eggs, which the other's 
hatched. I 
. ih, But a Lutheran writer, ſays Mr. P, ex- || 
poſed his inconſiſtences in a work addreſſed to 
the publick. The impetuous Hutten, in the 
warmth of reſentment for a ſuppoſed af- 
front or ſlight ſhewed him by Eraſmus, 
did publiſh an invective againſt him; 1 


0 MK WAS, Oct — - : 
appcaii-bat, becauſe Eraſmus, in the too 


1 Nunc quando - intellexi, per nugas illas indulgen- | 
tiarum nomen meum tibi cognitum . . . non modo tibi viſa | 
eſſe, ſed & accepta mea fabulamenta, cogor agnoſcere egre- 
gium tuum ſpiritum . , Si ita Miili viſum fuerit, g- 

1 ul gnofegg hune fraterculym in Chriſta . . . pro inſcitia fro 
nihil meritum, guam ut in Angulo ſepultus, communi etiam 
cel & ſolt ignotus effet . . . Et neſcis quo fato . . ut 
cagar, multo pudore pati meas ignominias, & infelicem in- 
ſcitiam, etiam coram doctis verſari, & jactari. 


Lutherus Eraſ. inter Eraſ. Ep. L. 6. p. 243. 
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Worcat notice he took of it, called his reply 

RE Spongia adverſus Aſpergines Flutteni, our 

learned writer refers to it under that ap- a 
3 pellation; and tells us moreover, that Era/- — 4 

nus. in his apology, appears almeſt as zea- 1627/99 

aus a defender of Luther's tenets, as he who 

T lroached them; citing at the bottom of the 

page, Apolog. Senatui Argentin. But as E- 

; raſinus publiſhed no treatiſe or apology un- 

der that title, and tho' an eile be ſome- 

what different from an apology ; we gueſs 

© he means nothing more than He letter to 

© the ſenate of Straſburgh, which does not 

ſhew him to be at all a zealous defender of 

® Luther's tenets: and what Eraſmus ſays 

© favourably of Luther in that letter, has al- 

© ready been conſidered. * 
But impuety took a fill bolder flight, when p. 162. / IF 

= be endeavoured to weaken or elude all the 1 

== -roofs which the ſcripture furniſhes of the > 
© divinity of Jeſus Chriſt. If Mr. P. was at 

all converſant in Eraſmuss writings, he 

& ſurely never would have made ſo preſump- 

tuous and falſe an aſſertion: for he hold- 

eth the proper divinity of the ſon, in as 

ſtrong terms, as even the orthodox Mr. P. 


BY \ 
: 


, * A 
3 - _ - 
o 


idee the account of this quarrel between Hitten 

Land n wok in the Spongza. Lraf. Op. v. 9. p. 1340. 

and in Jortin's life of him, v. 1. p. 305, and and 724 
2. p. 277. and Seckendorf,, I.. 1. p. 140. * | 
= 1P.It. | BF 
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can require. Such a voluminous writer may 


* 4 
= 8 

. 
= 7 

* — 


eaſily be miſunderſtood ; and he could not 


Help the ill uſe that ſome warm and eager 
controverſialiſts made of his great name 


and authority; for he himſelf was ever 
{ſteady in the belief of this doctrine. Whence 
then all this rancour againſt him ? He gave 
up (it ſeems) ſome weak and inconcluſive 
arguments; and did not preſs into his ſer- 
vice all thoſe texts of SS, which ſome zea- 
lots urged to prove a doctrine, ſufficiently 
clear and eſtabliſhed without them. As 
Eraſmus wrote againſt the Arians; and to 
vindicate himſelf from any imputation of 
favouring them, he ſolemnly declared, that 
he abhorred their ſentiments; how very 
cruel and difingenuous 1s it, to continue and 
repeat the charge, as if it was confeſſed 
and notorious! An humane and candid ad- 
verſary, after fuch aſſeverations, would 
ſcorn to take any advantage of an unguard- 
ed expreſſion, that might accidentally flip 


= 
-F 
ſe 


from his pen; or to inſult his memory, by | 


tranſmitting the calumnies of bitter, and 
long forgotten, enemies. 

But Mr. P, far from this generoſity of 
temper, rakes up every thing he can col- 


1 See, amongſt other of his writings, to name no 
more, explicatio ſymbol. apoſtol. & decalog. p. 95. Leyden 
edit. in 24. 1641. the Apol. adverſus Stunicam, in Jo- 
han. 1. p. 258, and the reſponſio ad monachos Hiſpancs. 


p. 846. Praſ. Opp. v. . 
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ie, or miſtake, concerning Era/Aus; a- 


XX verring, that he aſſerts the church to be no P. 160. „ 0 


T cohere viſible, and was about to compoſe the 

Sepitaph of Jeſus Chriſt, as one who was no 
ore, fince Luther's breaſt alone contained a 
u [parks of the goſpel. And where does 
raſmus fay this? ſeriouſly no where. One 
ZZ Bedga, a furious divine of Paris, © had ex- 
W erted his malice in collecting various and 
detached paſſages from Eraſmus, which 
s ſeemed to favour the Lutherans... .. At 
"> the concluſion of his defence, Eraſmus 
= fays, if the church is not ſupported by a 


* — * 
1 1 


better Atlas, it is high time to write its 
epitaph . . . I have nothing, ſays he, in 
common with the ſentiments of Luther : 
but it cannot be denied that the doctrine 
of Luther approacheth much nearer to 
the true ſpirit of chriſtianity, than the 
theology of Bedda.” Our writer adds, 


- # . 44 
*,. bo #3 * 7 ph. Ra T5 5 
R * "16 044.7 


A luch a treatiſe of Eraſinus, it is bound 
pp, 1 ſuppoſe, in the ſame volume with 
Wcan Cole's commentaries on the SS; * 
Ind kept, as a rarity, in his own ſtudy. 
Prom what Era/mus communicated to he 
Forld himſelf, it appears, that fo far from 


4 | 8 1 Fortin's Eraſmus V. 2. 113. 
2 Life of Pole, P- 46. OY 


: | 
1 will 
_ 1 , 
+4 2» 5 
* by 
, > 


hing any thing againſt the freedom of our 


I omit what he ſays againſt the freedom of P. 161 
eur will. Kindly done indeed! If he has// - 


= 
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will, he really and truly contended, in the 
right ſenſe, ſtrenuouſly for it, in his me- 
morable controverſy with Luther, who 
maintained the doctrine of fate and neceſ- 
ſity; the one writing pro libero, the other 
pro ſervo arbitrio. 


Thus have we gone through Mr. P's. ca- 


p. 162. lumnies againſt Eraſmus. And if this ſub- 
H ject has been tos much lengthened out, we 


hope to be excuſed : as we eſteemed it a 


debt of juſtice and gratitude to this great 


character, to endeavour to clear it from the 
miſtakes and miſrepreſentations of our bio- 
grapher ; who, far from cultivating that 


amiable ſpirit of candour and moderation, | 


which is inſeparable from true learning, 
puts every thing in an odious light; and 
rejoices in every opportunity of expreſſing 
that animoſity and malice, which is equal- 


ly a violation of the laws of humanity * 


and chriſtianity. And however Mr. P. may 


plead his zeal for the peculiarities of his f 


religious principles; yet it cannot but raiſe 


in others, a juſt abhorrence of that reli- 
gion, which encourages ſuch outrageous © 
acts of ſlander and defamation againſt the 
dead, as well as perſecution againſt the lij- 


ing. 


s | tion 


The cardinal's late promotion gave occa- 
1/0 fron, as Mr. P. tells us, to this digreſſion; 
that is to ſay, becauſe Hofius, in a congra- Mm 
/ tulatory letter to Pole, had given an indica- 
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tion of his ſenſe of Eraſmus's merit, he there- 
fore thought himſelf obliged to abuſe him: 
and, to diſplay his own great ſtock of learn- 
ing, has picked up the dirt, which they, 
*X who have little or no reputation of their 

own to loſe, have tried to fix upon Erase 
uus. But when Mr. P. returns to his hero, 
he is ſo elevated with his late exertion of 


© zeal, that being in the proper humour of 


finding fault, he abruptly leaves the cardi- 
nal, whilſt he is anſwering the Doge of 
© Yenice's letter; and ſteps from him and 
© Italy, to Henry and England. Things were 
: going on in that country, in ſuch a manner, 
he ſays, that the new cardinal, would ſoon 


* aſſumed the ſupremacy of the church, — than 
one of the firſt acts of his ſpiritual power, 
* was to ſuppreſs all religious houſes, of both 
exec, whoſe yearly income was under 300 
marks, or 200 pounds, and ſeize the revenues 
or his own uſe. He, who will take upon 
+ himſelf to defend all the proceedings in 
the ſuppreſſion of theſe, and afterwards of 
the greater monaſteries, muſt be an hardy 
man indeed; and yet, ſurely, there is none 
ſo zealous, as to be an advocate for them 
T altogether. 

Like all other inſtitutions, they had 
© ſtrangely deviated from their original ap- 
pPointment: and what was at firſt intended 
as 


have an opportunity of exerting himſelf inp. 105. d C 
| : her behalf. Henry (it ſeems) had no ſooner p 16 


7 
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as a retreat from perſecution, degenerated, 


by folly and length of time, into flying 


from the world, from the duties of ſocial 


and relative life, and from all the active of- 
fices of humanity, to ſerve God in uncom- 


manded acts of ſolitary ſtrictneſſes. In Zh 


iron age of ignorance and barbariſm, when 
ſuperſtition and enthuſiaſm prevailed in the 
church, proud and ambitious men found 


their account in copying, upon other views, 


the rigid auſterities of the firſt monks : the 
monaſtic ſtate was looked upon, as the only 
ſtate of perfection. By degrees, and the 


bleſſings of ignorance, monks and monkery 


increaſed to an aſtoniſhing height, both 
with reſpect to variety of rules and orders, 
and the numbers of profeſſed in each or- 
der: ſome of which, one would imagine, 


were only founded, and permitted, to ſhew 
how far folly and enthufiaſm could carry 


men; and to give the world a ſure, but 
melancholy proof, how naturally ſuperſti- 
tion tends to enfeeble the mind, to draw it 
off from the duties of true religion, and 
make it contemptible and ridiculous. But 


a falſe notion of piety had deluded the 


world: and whilſt men were ignorant of 


the true ſpirit of chriſtianity, ſome fanati- 


cal faint or ſpiritual inamorato, ſerved to 


found, or dignify each reſpective order; and 


to promote the cauſe, 5 miracles, 
In 


and pretended relics. 


1 He n 9 72 , af Hey 
Were 


(= ho fault. Spirit of cui. cee 
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In our own country we had our full 
Hare: and the monaſtic ſtate, ſheltering 
ſtſelf under the pretenſion of being conſe- 


Frated to God, triumphed in eaſe, and 


power, and affluence ;} were 
Fontinually increaſing ; and the laity had 


: POO {trides 


Feaſon to apprehend, that, 


— 10M. 


wards it : 
more fervent than diſcreet; and 
maſſes for the poor tormented ſouls in a 
Fancied purgatory, would expiate the enor- 
mities of a profligate life. The Wealth, 
that the dead left behind them, would an- 
ſwer that expence. This made ſo many 
poor heirs, and ſo many rich convents; 
and was a comfortable and expeditious way 
of having the gates of paradiſe opened, at 


18 


ther their ſouls were releaſed out of pur- 
gatory or no, their eſtates remained with 
the monaſtery; whoſe revenues, by this 
means, were daily augmented. 

8 Thus amaſſing riches and influence, the 
amonks could not but give umbrage to the ſtate. 
Wn the year 1410, the parliament petitioned 
Henry the 4th againſt them; fignifying, 
that they made an ill uſe of their riches, 
nd conſumed their incomes, in a very dif- 


3 werent manner from their donor's intent; 
that their revenues ought to be leſſened: — 
7 | that 


,Engrols the beſt eſtates in the king- 


the expence of their executors. But whe- . 


== — » * 5 » * 
ae 44 wg, .* e * J * „ * 2 -— 


E 


that by this means the kingdom's ſafety 
would be better provided for, the poor bet- 
ter maintained, and the clergy more attach 
ed to their duty. And again, a few years 
afterwards, another parliament, which had | 
juſt enacted very ſevere laws againſt the pl 
Lollards and heretics, addreſſed his ſuc- q 
ceſſor, Henry the 5th, in 1414, upon the 
ſame conſiderations, and for the ſame pu- 
poſes. — The clergy to avert, or at Þ 
leaſt weaken this ſtorm, agreed to refign | © 
part of their riches to the King, to ſave the | * 
reſt. They offered him the lands of all the 1 
alien priories being 110: and accordingly Þ * 
theſe were given to him by act of parlia- 
ment, without the clergy's oppoling it. * 
Beſides this, there were inſtances in hiſ- 
tory, that the Popes had changed one or- | 
der for another; and ſometimes, out of the 
Foommipoteney of their power, had entirely a- | 
oliſhed others. The multiplicity of them | 
had been long, and every where, complain- Þ © 
ed of. St. Auguſtin (by ſome thought to | 
have been a founder of one of the mon- 
kiſh orders) ſpeaks like a good proteſ- | 
tant reformer. Luther could not have ex- | 
preſſed his cenſures, in ſtronger terms than 
theſe, © we cannot tell whether they be- 
came monks for purpoſe to ſerve God; 


9 is 


1 Rapin's hiſt. v. 1. p. 500. 
2 Id. p. 500. 
3 Fuller's church hiſt. B. 6. p. 301. 
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or elſe, being weary of their poor and 
= E painful life, were rather defirous to be 
„fed and cloathed, doing nothing: and 
yg ebe alms they got, he did not ſcruple to 
call, © the charges of gainful poverty; and 
the price of feigned holineſs.” * Bede, 
though a monk, both in his eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtory, and in his letter to Egbert 
Farch-biſhop of York, a ſhort time 
before his death, reckoned, that from their 
bomben and the diſſolute lives of the pro- 

feſſed, they would prove prejudicial 1 in the 

Zend to both church and ſtate. * And that 

Ihen ſtill continued to need a reformation, 


© direfting mind that guided the "whole ; and 

alone drew up the plan of reformation be- 
fore mentioned, when even Pole himſelf, 
fully acknowledged, that amongſt other 
grievances, theſe orders of monks and friars 
1 * to be reformed. For many of 
them are ſo vile, that they are a ſhame 
e unto the ſeculars : and with their exam- 
ple do much ill. As for conventual or- 


1 Non apparet utrum ex propoſito ſervitutis Dei vene- 
rint, an vitam inopem, & laborioſam fugientes, vacui paj- 
ci, & veſtiri voluerint, ---- 


aA /umptus lucroſee | & ſimulate pretium 


ſanctitatis. 


Auguſtinus de apere monach. cap. 22. & 28. cited in 


; biſhop Jewell's defence of the apology, p. 451. 
2 Bede eccleſ. hiſt. L. 5 * * 


bert, p. 258 ---- 261. Bale opera theol. edit. M harton. 
66 ders, 


cannot be doubted, when he, who was the p. 140. 


and his Ep. ad Eg- 29, 
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dert, we think it good, they: be all abr. 


a | 5 
„The eaſe with which biſhop Fiſber, and 
cardinal Molſey, had procured the ſuppref. | 

fion of ſeveral of the leſſer monafteries inn 


order to endow the colleges they were! 


building, was an eſpecial precedent to Hey. | 
ry, who was now declared the ſupreme 
head of the church of England: and in 
the diſſolution of theſe religious houſes, he 
did no more, than ſome of the moſt zea- | 
lous churchmen had done before. From | 
their amazing increaſe, and too, often un- | 
guarded behaviour (to ſpeak no ) wiſe | 
men were aware, they were too much over- 
grown to laſt long. And when biſhop F 
of Wincheſter, lin the beginning of this cen- | 
rury, was inclined to found a monaſtery of | 
the order of St. Benedi#, he was difluaded | 
from it, by his friend biſhop Oldham of 
Exeter, * and adviſed to build a college; | 
becauſe convents, he told him, poſſeſſed 
more than they would long enjoy, and per- 


1 Alius abuſus corrigendus eſt in ordinibus religit/e- | 
rum; quod adeo multi deformati ſunt, ut magno ſint ſcau- 
dale ſœcularibus, exempleque plurimum noceant. Conven- 
tuales ordines abolendos ho putamus omnes. Non tamen ut 
'alicui fiat injuria, ſed probibendo, ne noves poſſint admit- 
tere. Sic enim fine ullius injuria cito delerentur, & boni 
religioft ets ſubſtitui poſſint. Nunc vero putamus oftimutt 
fore, ft omnes pueri, qui non ſunt profil, ab eorum mo- 
naſteriis repellerentur. Petr. Crabbe concil. tom. 3. conc. 
dilect. cardinat. p. 822. 

2 Wed hiſt. & antiq. Oxon. L. 2. p. 230. 
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Hhaps they themſelves might outlive them: 
. this was ſpoke at a time, when there 
*Fould be no ſuſpicion of their impending 
ruin. Upon this, the biſhop of Vincheſter 
altered his mind, and founded Corpus 
"2Cþr:i/ti College in Oxford : a ſociety by me 
never to be mentioned without the utmoſt 
"Foratitude and affection ; which hath re- 
ected honour upon its founder; and man 
of whoſe members have ſtood high in the 
annals of fame. A pleaſing remembrance 
of former days preſents itſelf : 


Nec me Foxi meminiſſe pigebit, 
Dum memor iþſe mei, dum ſpiritus hos regit 
_ artus. 


The kingdom, by theſe inſtances, may 
be ſaid to be prepared for the alterations 
that ſucceeded. As the monaſtic ſocieties 
were founded at firſt in ſuperſtition, and 
encouraged by ignorance and fanaticiſm, 
als ſoon as learning and the polite arts had p. , 
ligbted up the ſacred lamp of ſcience, which, 
Joer ſome centuries, had been almoſt totally 
eexlinct; it was natural to inquire into the 
validity of ſuch donations, what power the 
donors had to veſt their property in ſuch 
unalienable tenures, and likewiſe how far 
the ſocieties themſelves had anſwered the 
end of their original foundation. The 
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n ſpiritual liberty, pt. 1. p. 225, &c. dy, 
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monks muſt thank themſelves for the rigout A 
of this inquiry: their own imprudence hal 


» brought it upon them. They had irritated 


a violent and high-ſpirited prince: they hai | 
taken every opportunity, to inſult him t| 
his face, to blacken him in the minds of |? 


his ſubjects, to foment ſedition, and to raiſe 


rebellions againſt him. Henry, thus pro- : 
voked, was in ſelf-defence obliged to hum. 


ble their power and influence; and to cru 
theſe ſeminaries of faction (as he found 


them to be) which otherwiſe, by their in- ; 


fluence, might ſubvert his authority. 


More effectually to diſcover the diſordenÞþ 
that had been ſo greatly complained of inf? 


rare, ſeveral commiſſioners were ap- 


pointed for the viſitation of theſe houſes : 


previous to the parliamentary ſupprefſion of 


them; that, from their repreſentations, mea 
ſures might accordingly be taken. The in- 


ſtructions given to the viſitors, to regulate their 
inquiry, are diſtinctly ſet down by biſhop 
Burnet ': and the account of their pro- 
ceedings, in the execution of their com- 


miſſion, is preſerved by that faithful hiſto-Þ 
rian Mr. Strype *. Theſe proceedings be-F* 


ing laid before the parliament, brought on 
the acts for their diſſolution, but firſt of the 


1 Burnet, v. 1. records, p. 131. 


2 Strype's memorials, v. 1. c. 35, throughout, 5. a 


251, &c. See alſo Burnet, v. 1. p. 190. 
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leſſer monaſteries, © which (ſays lord Her- 
bert though lamented by many. . . had 
= © theſe motives. The vitious and incor- 
; ® rigible lives of monaſtical perſons, con- 
feſſed, by the whole parliament : the 


lands not employed according to the in- 
2 tent of the donors and founders ; divers 
» + ſuperſtitions, and forging of miracles 
© * practiſed amongſt them. 

: buch an undertaking as this, where the 
maintenance of ſo many was concerned, 
could not poſſibly be proſecuted without 
complaint and oppoſition; neither (though 
in the main a beneficial ſtep) without doing 
private injuries, and perſonal hardſhips. 
| Theſe uſeleſs foundations, for they were 
now become in a great meaſure ſuch, upon 
the encouragement given to the univerſities, 
had fo great a ſhare of wealth and property, 
that if the ancient ſuperſtition had continued, 
the greateſt and beſt part, of the riches and 


influence of the aendern nene p 
ſunk into the hands of thoſe, who contri- ; 


buted little, or nothing, to the ſupport 
of it. ; 
And truly, if we conſider them in a fe- - 
ious light, they were in many reſpects 
dangerous to the ſtate, and prejudicial to 
he church itſelf. They diſtreſſed the ſtate 


1 Lord Herbert, p. 440. Fuller's eccleſ. hiſt. b. 6. 


P 2 | by 


Js 329. 


61 


by their immenſe poſſeſſions, ag by robbing 
it of, ſuch numbers of) men. E- 
very / ſtate ſhould guard againſt perpetuities; 
in the fewer hands property is, there is the 
greater danger of deſpotiſm and ſlavery *, 
They were alſo a hindrance to the free ex- 
ecution of juſtice; for being moſtly exempt 
from civil and eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, of- 
fenders found in them a refuge and ſanc- 
tuary from ſhame and puniſhment. They 
were detrimental to the church, by their 
great number of appropriations; by their 
exemption from tythes; and by, what is 
ſtill ſeverely felt, the ſnameful pittance they 
allowed the pariſh-prieſt for the ſervice of 
the church; for when Henry ſeized their 
eſtates, he reſerved the ſame allowance for 
the ſervice of the church, which the monks 
themſelves, out of their boundleſs genero- 
lity, and great conſcience, had thought ſuf- 
ficient for the maintenance of the pariſh- 
rieſt. 
8 The antiquarian may be indulged in la- 
menting the demolition of theſe ancient 
monuments „ ſuperſtitious 
and miſtaken devotion; the zealot may 
rail againſt the ſacrilege of perverting things 
plauſibly dedicated to religious purpoſes. 
But what, if they were founded at firſt in 


1 See letter X of a ſeries of ſenſible letters publiſhed, 
in the Public Ledger, under the name of Candidus. * 
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XZ ignorance of the true ſpirit of religion? 
Z what if purgatory be a fable, and maſſes 
for the dead of no avail? then the intent 
pa. of their inſtitution ceaſes; 
and the legiſlature has a right to interfere, 
and to inquire how far ſuch donations are 
really diſpoſed of for the ſervice of God, 
the intereſt of religion, and the benefit or 
civil welfare of the public : if they are 
found prejudicial to all, it may be preſumed, 
that God gives up his title and intereſt in 
them, and that the legiſlature is juſtifiable 
in reſuming them. It were indeed greatly 
to be wiſhed, that the wealth of theſe diſ- 
ſolved ſeminaries had gone into another and 
a a better channel; and inſtead of being LEH 
ſhared (however good,the policy of it might * . ä 
be) amongſt the leading men of the laity, 
had, as ought, been appropriated to 
the ſervice of the public; that holy Lati- 3 
mier propoſals had been attended to; and 
two or three of theſe foundations ſpared in 1 
every dioceſe, not to retain monkery, but, N 1 | 
2 to maintain preaching, ſtudy with praying, E ns 
and good houſe-keeping. *. 
Mr. Dod, ſenſible that ſome irregula- 
rities might have got ground in the mo- , 


* 1 Biſhop EHN- tracts, p* 1. p. 226. Candiduss Ty 
letter XI. | 4 
3 2 Latimer's letter to Cromwell, Strype mem. v. 1. 

p. 259. Lord Herbert, p. 506. Burnet, v. 1. p. 237. 
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„ naſteries, candidly owns, that the reforming 
of them would have been “ a very laud- 
able undertaking, had either order, de- 

1 4 cency, or meaſure been obſerved in the 

*® execution. Frequent abuſes had for 
many years been complained of, which 

* ſeemed to plead in favour of ſuch an at- 

* tempt.” * How far true or falſe, the 

grievous accuſations brought againſt the 

profeſſed were, and what credit is to be 
given them, we may judge from the evi- 
dence delivered in hiſtory, which cannot 
well be denied. F om the ſinful ſtate, 
horrible deeds, ene 
which were contrived, and committed in 
the monaſteries, and are upon record, it 
could not but make th infamous, and 
raiſe a general indignation againſt the au- 
thors of ſuch polluted actions, and ſhame- 
ful forgeries. We have the prior g, 
St. Andrew's confeſſion amongſt our rolls: 
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1 we have an abſtract of the breviarinm 
1 © compertorfum in monaſteriis a* 1538, 
| | =* which, it we do not more largely inſiſt 
Fi upon, tis our good manners that will not 
| * ſuffer us 7 talk of. thoſe fins, which 
1 | | 
Iu 1 Church hiſtory, p. 100. 12 
" 2 Strype's Mem. v. 1. p. 251, Sc. Carte, v. 3. p. 
| | ? | hed Herbert, p. 495. Burnet, v. I. p. 242. 
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2 their religion did not hinder them from 
ing.“ 85 | 
* . From the natural depravity of mankind, 
it is impoſſible to imagine, in ſo great a 
multitude of people, as the ſeveral orders 
of the profeſſed amounted to, but, that 
many of them were not reſtrained, either 
= by their religion, or their vows, from com- 
= mitting notorious and ſcandalous enormi- 
ties: and there is great reaſon to think, 
that the commiſſioners, though, perhaps, 
they might in ſome caſes aggravate matters, 
were yet tolerably impartial, from the teſti- 
mony they gave of the order, decency, and 
religion obſerved in ſome of the monaſteries 
and nunneries. * 

The viſitors appointed, were different 
perſons for different counties and dioceſes: 
but we are told by Mr. P, that the King's p. 16; / 2 
vicar Cromwell appointed Dr. Lee, a per- / 
ſon of the utmoſt profligacy, chief viſitor both 
of the manners and property of ſuch places. 

He differs here a little from his good friend 
> Sanders, from whom he took this cha- 
> racter of Dr. Legh ; for that true and faith- 
Jul hiſtorian ſays, the King himſelf appoint- 

ed Legh.* But they are both miſtaken ; 


= 1 Atterbury's anſwer to the Conſiderations of the ſpi- 
tit of Martin Luther, p. 21. 2. 
2 Strypes Mem. v. 1. p. 254, &c. and 268. Collier, 
v. 2. 3 155, Oc. Fuller, b. 6. p. 316. 
3 De ſchiſm. Anglic. p. 136. 
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for Legh was not the chief, or the moſt 
active; the others were inveſted with equal 
powers; 2 he might have learned from 
Collier, or rather from Dod, who copies 
Collier, and to whom our induſtrious and 
laborious author is obliged for all his au- 


thorities and information concerning the 


diſſolution of theſe religious houſes, both 
the leſſer and the greater ones: they would 
tell him, that this viſitation was ſuggeſted 
to Cromwell by Layton, ho recommended 
Leg; and if be was a perſon of the utmoſt 
profigacy, he was a fit perſon to be em- 
ployed in the work of deteCting the 
guilt of others. Dr. London, warden of 
New Coll. Oxon, and dean of Walling ford, 
who was one of the viſitors, we freely own 
to have been really a perſon of the utmoſt 
profigacy. He did open penance in Ox- 


ford, tor incontinency : * and this vi- 


ſitation was over, he could not reſt, but 
was convicted of perjury, in being con- 
cerned in a conſpiracy againſt ſome of the 


King's fervants, as ſuppoſed favourers of the 
reformation. * 


1 Collier, v. 2. p. 104. 
2 Church hiſt. p. 101. 
3 Collier, v. 2. p. 104. 


4 Strype's Mem. v. I. p.377. Burnet, v. 1. p. 


8 
5 Burnet, v. 1. p. 327. Fuller, b. 6. p. 314. 7: 
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Had any of theſe commiſſioners ſet them- 
ſelves up as patrons of the new doctrines, 


(as Mr. P. terms them) there might have 


been greater room for clamour againſt them, 
as if they were employed in an attempt 
that would end in the total ſubverſion of the 
ancient worſhip; but it doth not appear 


that way: and how much ſoever they were 
inſtrumental, in expoſing the immoralities 
of the monaſteries, they perſevered, and 
many of their families ſtill continue, in 
their ancient faith. It they wantonly 
abuſed their power, that be to themſelves ; 
they were good catholics; and they were 
but poorly rewarded for all their trouble: 
I know of no advantage, any of them 
reaped, by opening the ſtores of ſuch plun- 
der, if Layton be excepted, who, in& 


was made dean of York, and died not many 


years after. * 
The people, Mr. P. informs us, were 


Spettators of theſe innovations, — and the 
King's real motives, in theſe proceedings, were 


but too viſible. What the King's real mo- 


lives were, at this interval of time, we can- 
not determine: we know, however, he 
might have good and ſubſtantial reaſons for 
ſo doing. We fincerely pity, with our 
tender-hearted biographer, the hard fate 
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of thoſe who were turned adrift by this 
viſitation : but here we differ; our com- | 
paſſioh'is confined to the perſonal diſtreſſe 
of the ſuffering parties; for we do not at 
all lament the demolition of ſuch nurſeries 
of -e perde 

Such a reform could not be made, bu 

ſome individuals muſt greatly ſuffer. Mr. 

P, who loveth much to enlarge, tells us, 

that the younger monks, that is, thoſe 

P. 16 0 under the age of 24, were compelled to leave 

TT their monaſteries; the reſt were left at their 

* own diſcretion, either to ſtay or depart ; but 

thoſe who remained were mured up, and not 

permitted to go out of their houſes. John 

Stowe, from whom this intelligence was ; 

{vob had, does ſay ſomething, that at firſt view | | 
| looks like it. For he ſays, that when 


i 
the younger monks, and thoſe who would 
go, were put forth, the viſitors, after 
®* cloſed up the reſidue that would re- | 
main.“ This ſounded like a greater! 
hardſhip than what either Dod or Collier | 
ſay; and therefore was put down to ex- | 
aggerate the perſecutions of the monks. 
The other hiſtorians content themſelves Þ * 
with reporting, “ that thoſe who had li-“ 
* ved longer than 24 years, when they Þ 
turned religious, might have the liberty 
either to quit their profeſſion, or remove 


_ * 1 ; « 
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1 Stowe's Annals, p. 572. 
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«, to a larger houſe ;”* which was not quite 
ſo bad as N Nor do we won- 
der, at what lord Herbert (whom, by the 


by, Mr. P. did not conſult upon this occa- 
ſion) ſays, that many (eſpecially they who 
got nothing thereby) were grieved to ſee 
the monks and the nuns wandering a- 
broad. * Neither is the number of theſe 
unfortunate ſufferers computed by him, but 
by Fuller, to amount to the number of 
10,000 perſons. * The truth of the matter 


is, our ſagacious writer fornd re 
aoGed-guotationwootn- Downs, rom Collier, 


Fuller, and Herbert ; which he has turned 
to his own uſe, but unfortunately has not 
clearly diſtinguiſhed his authorities, for 
want of a little neceſſary care to conſult 


them himſelf. { Rur—howerer, none of 


them pretend to ſay, that whilſt the monks 
and the nuns were wandering about, and F. 166 


ſtarving, the commiſſioners rioted in the profit 
of theſe confiſcations. But as all the writers 
referred to by Mr. P. are ſilent upon this 
head, we ſhould not accuſe the viſitors of 
more crimes than they committed : and all 


1 Dad, v. 1. p. 10s. Collier, v. 2. p. 100. 

2 Lord he p- 5 n 

3 Fuller, b. 6. p. 311. 

4 Church hiſtory, p. 104. citing Collier, v. 2. p. 
155, and p. 180. Fuller, p. 312. and lord Herbert, p. 
3776 Ns very ſame references as are made by Mr. P. 
p. 166. ; 
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that lord Herbert ſays, is to this purpoſe, 
that the commiſſioners refuſed to re- 
deem @ piece of St. Andrew's finger, co- 
vered with an ounce of filver, which was 
* pawned by one of the monaſteries for 40 
pounds.“ If the broker had more faith 
than the commiſſioners, he muſt have a 
good bargain, for ſuch a trifle, to retain fo 
precious a relic ; which might work mi- 
racles for his benefit whilſt alive ; and, af- 
ter his death, prevent him from ſtaying 
long in purgatory. 

Thus did the famous ſapplication of beg- 
gars, ( rete ſome years before this viſita- 
tion was ſet on foot, or thought of, meet 
with greater encouragement, than Sir Tho- 
mas More's ſupplication of the ſouls in pur- 
gatory : what theſe might loſe by the fall of 
the monaſteries is hard to ſay; the living 
ſouls, however, had no reaſon to complain, 
for, by the act of diſſolution, the ſame 
good hoſpitality, under great penalties, * 
was to be kept up; and though the tenants 
had changed landlords, the lands were 
not gone, they continued as before: and 
whatſoever inſurrections might be foment- 


ed, and ſupported by the ejected, and of 
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courſe, diſcontented monks, they ſoon came 


to nothing. The King being maſter of his 


parliament, was equally ſo of his king- 
dom: and thoſe haſty and unſucceſsful ri- 
ſings, which ſucceeded this diſſolution of 
the monaſteries, though all under the ſpe- 
cious pretence of religion and ancient uſages, 
did but ſerve the more effectually to extir- 
pate the religious orders, root and branch; 
and haſten the viſitation of the greater mo- 
naſteries, whoſe members had remarkably 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves, by their zeal and 
activity in abetting theſe commotions. 


The pleas that theſe ſeveral inſurgents p. 168 ＋5 EY 
& | 


urged, plainly ſhewed, that they were ſtirred 
up by the monks : the leader of the Lin- 
colnſhire inſurrection, was Dr. Mackerel, 
prior of Bar/ings, and many years a ſuffra- 
gan biſhop in the dioceſe of Lincoln; who, 
diſguiſed as a mechanic, called himſelf cap- 
tain Cobler. The next rebellion (for the 
former was ſoon quelled) diſcovered its in- 


tentions, under he guaint name of the ” 


grimage of grace: a more regular and for- 
midable body than the other; and who 
ſeemed to have had ſome leaders, well 
{killed in the proper application of thoſe 
popular and plauſible incentives, which can 
at any time irritate a mob, abuſe 1 
i and the cry of religion and liberty. 
And why ? becauſe a few ſturdy monks had 
been ſent abroad into the world, to become 
uſeful 
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uſeful members of the ſtate. However, 
this great body, upon the aſſurance of par- 
dor don, rs ſoon prevailed upon to lay down 


their arms. 
The river Dun was ſo obſtinately here- 


P. 17 o.) tical, gs by a Ae inundation to be ren- 

dere 12 e, and twice to diſconcert 

p. 167./ the ſchemes of theſe pious perſons, whoſe 

"199 ” uneaſineſs at the apprebenſion of a total ſub- 

P. 168.) ver/ion of the ancient worſhip led them into 

„ overt atts of hoſtility, againſt their ſovereign. 

Had the river continued fordable, or had an 

high wind chanced to have made it ſhal- 

lower than ordinary, how happily might 

our hiſtorian, who is ſo Fs given to 

judgments, have flouriſhed upon the favour 

of heaven in ſo remarkably declaring for 

theſe injured inſurgents? How effeQually 

* LP would this have cited whatever may be 

objefled to the lawfulneſs of the method of 

redreſs, by thoſe who are inattentive to the 

2 Much better than the reaſons 

e hath aſſigned. But alas ! 7beſe tumults, 

and all the riſings that ſucceeded, were 

| ſoon ſtopped; and the rebels made nothing 

1 * out, notwithſtanding he motives on which 

31 they juſtified their proceedings. Henry's 

power and good fortune prevailed, though 

2.7 0 truſted to that general, who was the moſt 
/ 


powerful of all thoſe who favoured the an- 
cient religion, and who was Zhroughly per- 


ſuaded of her faith and worſhip. 
Thus 


— — 


— — AO . . ö e ee 2 ko 4 IEF - * 
" . _ , - — 8 1 a 1 4 1 —_— wn a - ie mp a x , * 5 * 6 ny: oo p 
r — ag Pay Suge OE owes. ee tw” pd” al i een ir A Ars. 2 e . Pu : 3 4 

* 2 _ . * a 1 9 


n FP, . , . LETS 0 


18 


N for a 1079 
469, bf valle occur i dun. 


E22 7 


I} | 
«3k 


* 
* U f 
* 1 . * 
8 


( 239 ) 


Thus an end was put to theſe ſeveral 
commotions: and ſome of the rebel lead- 
ers, not keeping their terms with the 
King, met with the reward of their trea- 
ſon. For, thinking the King dilatory, 
general A and the reſt of his adherents 
fly again to arms, and endeavour to re- 
kindle in the north, the fire that was 
lately extinguiſhed.” * Can Henry then 
be blamed, upon theſe repeated pro- 
vocations, for uſing ſome ſeverity, and 
making an example of ſome, to prevent 
future revolts? However, when the prin- 
cipal managers of thefe diſturbances were 
executed, the King,” ſays lord Herbert, 
by letter to the duke of Nor/0/k, ſaid, he 
s would cloſe this tragedy, for he ſent now 
« a general pardon; which was received 
with great joy, many being terrified : 
with the duke's proceedings. To which. 171. 
act of grace, though lord Herbert does not ET 
lay it, be adbered. 3 
After this doleful account, which our 
biographer has given, of the lamentable 
ſtate of monks and monkery in England, 
and the ineffectual ſtruggles of thoſe in- P. 173. % 
ſurgents, who had taken up arms in favour ; / 
of the ancient doctrine, which was plainly 
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intended to prepare us for what follows; 


the hero of the work before us is again 
introdliced, but in a character, which we 
cannot help thinking will place him in a 
moſt offenſive light. We ſhall find him 
buſily employed in doing 2 A- work 
of a ſpiritual incendiary ; and exerting eve 

ct of ſanchified W e 
bellions, andięrerting the principal powers 
of Europe to interfere in the management 


of affairs in England. The event ſhewed 


the folly of the Pope, and Pole's vanity and 
ignorance of the world, to imagine that the 
Pp. 175. ſeveral potentates, to whom he was ſent with 


JP. 17 30 the quality of legate, would liſten to the 


7 


hey could not but deteſt the preſumption 
of that emiſſary, who went, from court to 
court, to ſolicit aſſiſtance againſt his King 
and his country: they received him with 
that ſcorn and contempt which his beha- 
viour deſerved; and would not condeſcend 
to admit to any familiar converſation, or 
even into their preſence, the active inſtru- 
ment of ſo ſhameful and unnatural a com- 
miſſion.” 
The flouriſhing pen of our panegyrical 
hiſtorian may gloſs over the infamy of this 
commiſſion : but let the impartial reader 
hear and determine, whether Poles beha- 


viour in this ſpiritual embaſly, even from 


Quirini's, and Mr. P's own repreſentation 


— | of 
laude, v.3. i 


. 
Aw att 6. * # 1 
- 1 7 « 
4 S 5 5 F 54 2 X 0 v. . e's fit ht = * N r — , £5 
* n ann * * 9 SS 


JJC ˙ . - " S 


A. 2 0 


6 


77 > 


1 


of it, can entitle him to any gentler appel- 
lation, than that of being a rebel, and a 
traitor to his country. His own letters 
furniſh us with ſufficient proofs of this 
charge, which did not ſo clearly appear 
before. We learn from them, that he was 
ſent into Flanders by the Pope, at the very 
time when the rebels were in arms in the 
north, to encourage and aſſiſt them*and 
to ſpirit up the Emperor and the King of 
France, to war againſt his own ſovereign, 
to whom, by his own confeſſion, he had 
the higheſt obi 7 His credentials oy 175. 14 199 
they are termed) from the Pope, were cal- 
4 to juſtify the laſt, and to raiſe fu- 
ture rebellions in England. 
The holy father of the chriſtian church, 
in theſe credentials, has given a ſpecimen 
of the uſual manner in which himſelf, and 
his pious predeceſſors, exerted their univer-P. 178 20% 
| ſal ſuperintendence over the church. His 
addreſs, not to the Engliſb nation in gene-P. 175., 99 
ral, as Mr. P. tells us, but only to the ca- 
tholic biſhops and noblemen, was, to en- 
courage their rebellion, and to expreſs his 
Joyful hopes of their ſucceſs. * His letters 


1 Paulus III. ad epiſcopos Angles, ac proceres catholicos 
Mus regni, c. Anglia populi nuper pœnitentiam facto, 
& ſuam voluntatem pariter eftenderunt armis pro ſancta re- 
ligione, & veteri jus obſervantia ſumptis, quorum nos, ſicut 
aberratione dolueramus, ita reverſtane maxi me lætati. 

Dur. v. 2. p. CCLXVIL. inter Monum. Prælim. 


Q- to 
uur, da. 77 Ps Panto 14 
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to the kings of Scotland, and France, 
and to Mary governeſs of the Lom Countries, 
were 1 any with the ſame holy deſign ; 


earneſtly to ſolicit them, for the love of 
God, religion, and the church, to afliſt 
thoſe zealous people of England, who 
choſe to obey God rather than man ; and 


1 Idem Regi Scotia. —— Nes: . a te cum præſentibus 
omni ſtudio, & amore per Feſum Dominum petimus, ut 
nobis, & Romanæ eccleſiæ in pietate dictorum populorum 
( ſe. Anglie) fovenda ac retinenda auxilio efſe, Deique 
cauſam juvare tu in primis velis, cui occaſy id faciendi 
propinquior & commodior. And when he ſept him the 
baubles of a ſword and cap of maintenance, blefled the 
night after Chri/tmas day -- he told' him that at this 
time, it was a proper * becauſe vicini tibi regis 
impietas divina ultione concutitur — and that he had kept 
himſelf free from the imputation of hereſy. And the typical 
Srgnification of each preſent is thus ſet off, (p. 176) ut Deus 
tibi dextram enſe firmet, caputque tuum hoc piles vi fpiritus 
ſancti per columbam figurati protegat ad tutelam ſanctæ ec- 
cleſie, & catholice fidei, adverſus eos, in quos Dei juſtitia, 
atque judicium nunc præparantur. 

Ibid. p. CCLxv1ii. & p. cclxXX. 

2 Idem Regi Chriſtianiſſimo. Cum mitteremus 
legatum noſtrum — ad confirmandam illorum Anglia popu- 
lorum pietatem. qui in vere, & catholicæ ſidei cultu manere 
cupiunt, proptereaque juvandi a nobis, & omnibus bonis 
ſunt. — he goes on, and entreats and exhorts him, ut 
te, & favorabilem ad juvandos vere religions zelatores, 
(i. e. the rebels) & placabilem ad conſilia pacis præbere 
delis, a qua hoc tempore cetera bona dependent. And he 
tells both theſe princes, hec plenius & particularius 
idem legatus fit. explicaturus. 


Thid. p. CCLxx. 

Idem Regine Marie gubernatrici Flandriæ.— 
Religqua efſe debent pofita inve/tra opera, exequutione, atque 
auxilia, 1bid, p.'\CCLxX1. 


that 


* 
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that the legate would explain theſe matters 
more fully and particularly. But the lan- 


guage of Pole's inſtructions, or his memo- p. 176 


rial, is much plainer; and diſcovers, that 
this devout miſſionary was ſent upon the 
old errand, of ſupporting religion, by a- 
betting civil diſſenſions; forfaninhs other 
ſuggeſtions, calculated to promote the in- 
tereſt of the papal faction, was this chriſtian 


propoſal, that, in caſe the King ſhould nov { © 


52 97 


his word with them, /ome proper per- p. 177/202 


ſon ſhould be appointed to keep up their (the 
rebels) reſolution, and a ſufficient fund al- 
lowed for that purpoſe.” 

Such were the extraordinary practices of 
the Pope, ſuch the infamous commiſſion 
which Pole undertook; both of them here- 


by intending to diſplay their zea/ for re- P. 173. 19 / 


uniting ſo fair a portion to the catholic 


church. The principles on which his ho- P. 178. 20 f 


lineſs proceeded, were drawn (lays Mr. P.) 
from that univerſal ſuperintendence, which 
obliged him to watch over the ſpiritual wel- 
fare of each part of the church, and gave 
him A RIGHT TO USE SUCH MEANS 45 
are proper to effeft it : suck, we are to take 
it for granted, from the inſtance before us, 
as exciting rebellions, ſtirring up wars, and 
any ſuch means, however violent or wick- 


ed, to remedy thoſe evils, in which (as was P. 183. /200 


I Quir. v. 2. p. CCLXXIV-. inter Monum. prælim. 


Q 2 pretended) 
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pretended) the King had involved himfelf 
and the whole kingdom. But as the Pope, 
and his zealous agent, were thus open in 
their attempts againſt Henry and his king- 
dom, could they expect that a king of his 
ſpirit would tamely ſuffer them to proceed, 
without-making them feel the weight of 
his power, and expoſing the abſurdity of 
their ſchemes? His ſubje&, his relation, 
his friend, had publicly caſt off his alle- 
giance and duty to an indulgent ſovereign ; 
and was engaged in ſuch open acts of mean 
hoſtility, as no ſtate and government could 
poſſibly connive at. He therefore wil- 
fully drew the ſtorm upon himſelf ; and by 
thus daring Henry's reſentment, had no 
reaſon to complain of the King's behaviour ; 
which needeth no other detence or apo- 
logy, for driving the traitorous emigrant 
from place to place, than his own account 
of the nature and motives of his religious 
embaſſy. 

Mr. P, conſcious of the objections that 
may juſtly be made to this part of his 
hero's conduct, has endeavoured to palliate 
his entering on{@ kind of offenſive fiate with 

. 550 his ſovereign : --== by laying before the reader, 
20 2. the legate's manner of reaſoning on it. The 
legate is indeed much obliged to the kind- 

neſs of his biographer, for the pains he 
hath taken to make him ſpeak fo learnedly 

in his firſt book on the church's unity, 

| where, 
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where, with all his art, he would find it 
no eaſy matter to produce that manner of 
reaſoning, he has aſcribed to it ; for moſt of 
the facts hinted at, in our author's extract 
from it, were poſterior to thewwriting of 
that work, and therefore could nottbe men- 
” tioned in it: nay ſo far is the legate from 
complaining of being outlawed, as Mr. P. 
( that he tells the King, in another 
part of this very work, that nothing but 
an irreſiſtible impulſe compelled him to re- 
proach him, for that though the King, 
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„ at this very time was perſecuting others Ont 
! of the ſame ſentiments with himſelf, he - 
was yet encouraging his ſtudies.” * But, 


however, as they were the ſentiments of 

Pole, and what (afterwards) in his letters P. 179. 7 97 

and other works, he alleges as the motives of 

his conduct, we will let & paſs with ob- 

ſerving, that Pole, like all other rebels, 

juſtified his treaſonable practices, by accuſing 
72. 


the King F violating the original contract. P. 178 
But how the Pope's ſupremacy is any part 
of this original contract, or was included 
in the rights and immunities of the church, 
ſecured by the grand charter, is a point 
which ſtill remains to be proved. The 


1 Qui hoc ipſo tempore, quo alios, qui candem quam 
ego ſententiam defendunt, acerrime inſectatur, mea ſtudia 
benignitate ſua fovet, 


58 De Unit. L. 4. p. 84. 
23 grand 
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grand charter does indeed enact, that ? 
church of England ſhould be free ; but not 
a word is there mentioned of the Pope, or 
his power; and his Co” was ever 
deemed am yoke of ſlavery, both on the 


me. people and {church of England. n 


—nRoteeverth Popeladccd upon hie- 
Dns 
condemned, and publiſhed a 5 againſt ãt; 
and, out of the plenitude of his power, ab- 
ſolved the weak King, who had ſigned 
this, and the other charter of the foreſt, 
from the oath he had taken to obſerve 
them. 

Mr. P, to add greater weight to the re- 
preſentation he hath made of Pole's em- 
baſſy, is pleaſed to tell his reader, that the 
cardinal gave an account of his behaviour, 

P. 204 through the whole negotiation, firſt to car- 
4, dinal Pio, and afterwards to Edward VI. 

73 Bo Theſe documents, he adds, were made public 
202] when the affair was recent; and from not 
being contradicted, we are to ſuppoſe them 

to be true. But here unfortunately our 
biographer differs from Quirini, who ſays 

that none of the documents, relating to this 
embaſſy, were made public, except Pole's 
letters of credence from the Pope to the ſo- 


1 Echard's hiſt. of England, v. 1. p. 254. | Rapin, 


V. I. P-. 277. 
2 Quirini, v. 2. 2 p. 31, & p. ccixvn, 


Ac. inter Monum. Pralim. 
| vereigns 


s 
— 
2 


1 « 3 A Make „ 1 . 
* n eee * F * < 


ge of 
Aal, lu 
„um gin, Wha 


Ille. 
. 


Bar gal, tn 24) 1 


bull not le. 


>3Z3NOGS | 


Ll 


\ . ts 2 


— 


„ 
2 


5 * Ke ee, Pl 


4 


vereigns above- mentioned, and to the car- 
dinal of Liege, and a letter to Pole him- 
ſelf, and another to the King of the Ro— 
mans from his holineſs ; which were ſome 
years after inſerted in Raynaldus's annals. 
And with regard to the letter to Edward 


VI. Mr. P. himſelf, in another place, tells 
us, that it was firſt made public % pro- p. 44 r: 2 2. } 14 


feſſor Schelhorn, in 1737: and, beſides, he 
doubteth whether ever it reached e prince, 
to whom it was addreſſed. Is he ſure it was 


ever ſent him? however, fas oxy of the do- P. 180. 204 


cuments were made public, when the affair 
was recent, neither the miniſters of Henry, 


or of Edward, could poſſibly have detected 


and expoſed miſrepreſentations, or impoſtures 


of any kind. We will venture Mt 
ſay, the former would have rejoiced, had 
any of theſe precious documents, preſerved 
by Quirini, and referred to by Mr. P, 
fallen into their hands: they would un- 
doubtedly, for their own ſake, have made 
them public; and attempted no other vin- 
dication of their proceedings againſt the 
ſeditious and treaſonable writer of them. 


1 will not deny (ſays the legate, with bis P. 183 


artleſs freedom, as it is called, to Edward 
VI.) but that, if offices of perſuaſion and 
Friendſhip were to no effect, I then adviſed 


them, (i. e. the powerful princes he was 
ſent to) to employ threats, and to break off 


all intercourſe and communication with Henry. 


Q 4 And 


ae 


r. 284. And yet we are required to believe, with 
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how little juſtice he has been accuſed of hatred 
to his prince, and making uſe of all arts to 
diſtreſs' him. It fo, what may we not be- 
lieve? A little cant and diſſimulation will 
ſanctify any outrageous action: and the 
villain, who ſtabs his friend, may be ſaid 
to do it, out of mere love and kindneſs. 
Quirini does indeed condeſcend to ſay, that 
Pole ſaid, and did all this, not out of ha- 
zred to his prince, but out of duty to the 
Pope, as his /egate, and as repreſenting his 
perſon. As this is the beſt apology, 
which the friends of Pole can make for 
his conduct, they are welcome to 


and to try how 
of ſuch high 


far 1t will mitigate th 
offences. 
To enhance the perſonal merit of Pole's 


haracter, we are next told of à letter, 
re En on the part of both houſes of 


parliaments and that . . . each of the mem- 
bers of this illufirious body put Fow-name to 


1 Qu cungue Polus in 11s legationibus adverſus Hen- 
ricum molitus fuerit, pro injuncio fibi a Paulo pontifice le- 
gati munere, fideliter molitum fuſſe, ac proinde ex ea cau- 


fa nm Vatimani adii culpam, ſed integræ & ſacr« fide 


laudem promeruiſſe, Non erat prorſus, cur odii illius in- 
widia in eum caderet, qui in iis legationibus non Fropriam, 


ſed Principis ſui perſonam e 


Quirini, v. 2. Ep. alt. Schelbornii cum animad. p. XIV. 
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11. If this was really the caſe, greater at- 
tention was ſhewed to Pole, than he de- 
ſerved; and his ingratitude and obſtinacy, 
in proceeding on his legation, ſo contrary 
to their requeſt, is the more apparent. 
That ſuch a letter might be ſubſcribed by 
ſome of the members of both houſes, and 
ſent to Pole, is probable enough : we will 
not call his veracity in queſtion, fince he fo 
ſolemnly appeals to it; but then it was 
done as a private, not a parliamentary act; 
for ſo ſingular and uncommon a mark of 
reſpect, and coming from the whole body, 
could not have eſcaped the notice of our 
hiſtorians ; who are totally filent about it. 
The private friends of Pole, in each houſe, 
might endeavour to reclaim him by ſuch an 
inſtance of their regard; and his own va- 
nity might induce him to reckon it, the 
public act of the whole parliament. 


1 Collier, Burnet, Strype, Fuller, Godwin, Hume, 
Stow, Herbert, Carte, Rapin, Echard, Mod and 
Baker, do none of them ſay a word of any ſuch public 
letter. Beccatelli, Dudithius, Gratiani, and Sanders are 
ſilent about it. Neither does Mr. Dod, in the long 
account of Pole inſerted (p. 472, &c.) in his church- 
hiſtory, take any notice of it, though, beſides other 
authorities, he refers to a MS. of Pinning, the cardi- 
nal's ſecretary, reſerved in Doway college. — The 
Journals of the houſe of lords, which begin in the 
firſt year of Henry VIII. mention no ſuch act: thoſe of 
the houſe of commons do not extend farther „Than 
the reign of Edward VI. 


Nothing 


Lack 


P. 193. 
29 


219 


P. 191. 
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Nothing, however, could ſtop our reli- 
gious adventurer. But alas! in the en- 
trance almoſt of his journey, an unexpected 
turn of” affairs happened, which ſeemed to 
diſconcert all his meaſures with reſpect to 
P. 192./ England. The incident, here hinted at, 


was the defeat of the inſurgents, whole 
cauſe he was ſo ſolicitous to ſerve, and on 
whoſe ſucceſs, every thing depended. But 
theſe were only the forerunners of ſtill more 
mortifying events. The King of France, 
and the Emperour, would not admit him 
to their preſence; and excluded him from 
their dominions. 

After this repeated diſappointment, our 
zealous legate retreated in diſgrace and cha- 
grin, and for ſome time took up his lodg- 
ings at Cambray; from whence he wrote 
that diſpatch to the Pope, which Mr. P, 
with his uſual embelliſhment, tells us his 
holineſs admired as a model on which public 
perſons might form their manner of writing ; 
that is, he recommended it to his grand- 
ſon, cardinal Farneſe, for his imitation." 
This was enough to ſet Quirini on: he, 


I Pontifex ſummopere laudavit epiſtolam tuam, quam 
confeftim legendam miſit, cardinali Farneſio, nepoti ſuo, ut 


fubt exemplum habeat, ad cujus inflar poſſit animum, & 


bonis literis colere, & eximits etiam virtutibus ac preſer- 
tim chriſtians pietati inherere. 


Contareni, ep. Pols, Quirini, v. 2. p. 70» 


good 
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good man, goes much farther ; and does 
not ſcruple to maintain, that Pole wrote 
this diſpatch, eſpecially the latter part of it, 
under the immediate influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt.” Such is Quirini's nauſeous incenſe! 
Whilſt our eccleſiaſtical embaſſador was 
at this place, had our biographer vouch- 
ſafed to have conſulted our hiſtorians, he 
would have found that ſome of them have 
preſerved a memorable letter which Pole 
wrote from thence to Cromwell, complain- 
ing of the King's behaviour, and his own 
attainder * ; but as if every thing he could 
do was right, wholly omitting the groſs 
and unpardonable provocations he had gi- 


yen his ſovereign, But-ſarrtorreverato—or 
Cr thenielnecg=in tent 


From hence, our unſucceſsful legate went 


to Liege ;3where, though all the functions of P. 203% 29% 


the miniſter were locked up, — the man never 
appeared in a more amiable and inſtructive 
' light. The wirtues of his domeſtic life muſt 
not be paſſed by unnoticed ; our biographer 
therefore obliges us, from Quirini, with a 
relation of his daily employment, which 
Was ſuch, he ſays, that the pomp and often- 
lation of that court, which perſecuted him, 


1 % ſcribenti Polo ſpiritus ſanfus, cujus pro- 
| inde habitaculum faret illius pettus, diftaſſe en/endus AH. 

. Quirini, v. 2. Diatriba, p. Lxxll. 

2 Strype's Memorials, v. 1. p. 301, and App. p. 218. 

Burnet, v. 3. p. 129. Records, p. 469. Collier, v. 
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0 


7 aka '< 48 Was 


P. 205, / 2 5 


o 1 " 
— * 
— 


was effaced by the ſhades and by-paths of hi, 
retirements. This account, of the manner 
of Pole's (pending his time, giveth the im. 
partial Mr. P, by the help of his maſter,” 
an opportunity of aſperſing the memory of 
Luther and his reforming companions at 


Smalcald, by producing the authority of ſo 


unexceptionable a voucher, as John Cochley, 


But here, we except againſt the teſtimony 
of this voucher : we look upon him in the 
fame light, as we do upon Nicholas San— 


ders; as little better than a common liar, - 


caring little what he ſaid, fo he could but 
faſten ſome odium upon eke heretics. Our 
author, to ſupport the teſtimony of Cochley, 
and to vouch for his character, has ſum- 
moned the very reſpectable Thuanus as 
ſpeaking well of him; but here, according 
to his uſual fairneſs, he has wilfully omitted 
a very material part of his evidence, where 
he ſpeaks of him as vehement in contri- 
very. Agreeably to this deſcription, we 
are informed by another writer of that com- 
munion, „ that Cochley was the perſon 
* that entered the liſts ofteneſt againſt the 
« Lutherans. — Were it not for that reaſon 
* he would not be ſo much as known: 
© and all that we know of his life is, that for 


1 Quirini, v. 2. Diat. p. cv, & p. cv1. 

2 See p. 4. and p. 171. 

3 Preterea acer in diſputandso. Thuan, I. 11. A. D. 
1552. 
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the ſpace of 30 years, — via. from 1521 
to 1550, his fruitful pen produced every 
« year more than one treatiſe againſt 
» them. — In his treatiſes of controverſy,” 
he adds, there is a great mixture of po- 
* liticks and perſonal matters. He ſome- 
vs times makes uſe of hard words and 
bitter invectives againſt Luther and the 
other hereticks. — He was a rigid de- 
fender of the doctrines and cuſtoms of 
* the church, a declared enemy to all ac- 
* commodations, by which any thing of 
the rigour was to be remitted.” * This 
is the character of Mr. P's unexceptionable 
voucher. Luther, though he was ever 
provoked by him, yet deſpiſed him ſo 
much, that he would not condeſcend to 
reply to ſo teizing and infignificant an ad- 
verſary, having found by experience that 
no reaſoning could convince him.“ 
Acrimonious reflections naturally fall 
from the pens of ſuch proſtitute and bi- 
gotted writers: but how baſely falſe and 
ſcandalous they are in the article before us, 
will appear at firſt view, when we conſider 
what Luther and his reforming companions 
at Smalcald, were really doing. They met 


i Dupin, eccleſ. hiſt. 16 cent. part 1, p. 456, 466. 

2 Cochleio, non eft ut reſpondeatur, cum aliis famus oc 
(upati melioribus, & ejuſmodi libri per ſe pereant, quotidie 
mult, Tutheri ep. v. 2. p. 183, cited by Seckendorf, 
B. 1, p. 315. * 


(we 


( 


(we are told by thoſe who knew more cl 


the matter, than Mr. P, or his voucher) 
woes and princes, to conſult what an- 
ſwer ſhould be given to the Pope, who had 
ſummoned a council to be held at Mantua, 
when the articles called, from the place, 
the Smalcaldic articles, were agreed to, 
ſigned, and publiſhed, which contained 
their opinions of all thoſe important points, 
which were at that time the ſubject of con- 
troverſy. They had alſo conferences with 
the Emperor's embaſſador, upon the ſtate 


of affairs in Germany. And moreover 


© that all men might underſtand the rea- 
* ſonableneſs of their proceedings, and the 
grounds upon which they refuſed the 
* council, they thought it convenient to 
* ſet them down in writing, which paper 
they afterwards publiſhed in print.“ 
This was pretty good employment, and 
more ſerviceable to the cauſe of religion 
thanſthe ſhades and by-paths of the legate's 
retirements: or his evening-walks on tht 
banks of the Maeſe. And though it was 
beyond Cochley's abilities to refute what 
thoſe reforming divines publiſhed, he found 
it eaſy to calumniate; and has paſſed in 
effect the ſame ſentence upon them, which 


1 Sleidan, B. 11. p. 226, Sc. Seckendorf, B. 3. p 
150157. Burnet, v. 3. p. 113116 Kecords, p 
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the apoſtles, their predeceſſors, met with 
from the mockers of their days, theſe mer: 
are full of new wine; and with equal truth. 
Mr. P, becauſe he found it in 2uirini, 
hath adopted this wicked calumny ; * and 
muſt anſwer for it, as the retailer of party 
violence and defamation. 
The cardinal of Lzege's civilities to our 
ſpiritual rambler, gave occaſion to our bio- 
grapher, to trace out, what he calls, 4. 209./ 239 
art sketch of that prince's character: to 
elucidate which, as being a little exagge- 
rated, we alſo will beg leave to add an 
anecdote or two, related by a cotemporaryP. 206% 2.34 
author, who had every opportunity of being | 
informed of it; and who is, upon all occa- 
fions, allowed by Thuanus, to be an unex- 
ceptionable voucher. From Sleidan, we 
learn, „that none was more ſevere againſt 
E the reformers than this cardinal.” The 
very ſumptuous memorial of himſelf, whichP. 210. 2.39 
he erected ſome years before his death, ſerved C&/ 
equally to diſplay his magnificence and his | 
folly ; which were rendered ſtill more con- 
ſpicuous, © by his having thoſe funeral 
* dirges and ceremonies, which the Pa- 
® piſts uſe for the dead, performed anni- 
« yerſarily for him; imagining that thoſe 
* ſervices of the prieſts, which they ac- 
count meritorious, and believe eternal 


1 Quirini, v. 2. Diat, p. cv, & cv1. 
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life is due to them, would do him moſt + 
* good when he was alive. But thoſe © 


* ſpirit of vanity, becauſe his ambitious 


humour was pleaſed with the folemnity 
© of the office.. A greater inſtance of a 


vain-glorious and empty mind need not be 
deſired. | 


preſſing our admiration, that Pole, who is 
ſo ready, upon all occaſions, to appeal to 
the judgments of providence, and fo pre- 


ſumptuouſly to apply them to himſelf, F ; 


ſhould acknowledge none of theſe interpo- 


ſitions, when he perceived his ſpiritual pe- 


regrinations, though undertaken, as he fre- 


quently expreſſed himſelf, for the cauſe of 


Chriſt, were; rendered ſo unſucceſsful ; 
and that his return to Rome, the capital of 
the Chriſtian world, and the centre of reli- 
gion, was attended with ſuch ſhame and 
confuſion. | 


1 Sleidan, B. 12. p. 240. 

2 Legatus vicarii Chriſti, Chriſti cauſa. Pali ep. Ro- 
dulpho Pio, cardinali Carpenſi. Quirini, v. 2. ep. p. 35 

ea legatia Chriſti cauſa ſuſcepta. Ep. Poli Camillo Ur- 
ſino, id. p. 128, &c. &c. | 
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*. ho pretended to know the man more 
A intimately, ſaid he did all this, out of a 


We ſhall conclude this ſection, by ex- 
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ANIMADVERSIONS 
O N 
| SECTION Tux FOUR TH. 


[ pP OLE's legantine commiſſion having 
I been rendered fruitleſs, and the ſeveral 
inſurrections in England being quelled; 


| which, as it always happens when ſuch at- Pt. 24. p. 
tempts fail of ſucceſs, only firengthened that 33, 34. [V+ f, 7* 


government, they were defigned to overthrow : 
Henry, having now no apprehenſions of 
| diſturbance from any quarter, found him- 
ſelf at leiſure to purſue ſome further regu- 
| lations, which the diſconcerted ſchemes of 
his enemies enabled him to proſecute with- 
out interruption. ' Several of the monaſtic 
: profeſſion — been too haſty and im- 
prudent in encouraging the late tumults, 
and the rebels having 1 the reſto- 
ration of the ejected of that order, as one 
of the principal grievances to be redreſſed; 
the monks had reaſon to fear, that exaſ- 
perated and triumphant power would call 
them to account for their ill-timed zeal. 
ö R The 
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The King's power and influence was vi- 


ſible, in thoſe monaſteries which were al. 
ready diſſolved: and the late behaviour of 
the profeſſed had given him the faireſt op- 


portunity to eradicate the remainder. His 


experience had convinced him, that fo long 
as any of that order were left, he ſhould 
find them as troubleſome to him, as they 
had been to any of his predeceſſors (and 


= a 6 % ..# 
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that they could not well be looked upon in 


any other light, than as a body of re- 
® ſerve for the Pope, and always ready to 
appear in his quarrels, and ſupport his 


* claims.” 


* 


The entire extirpation of the religious 


houſes being determined, the King pro- 


ceeded in the ſame method in the ſuppreſ- 


ſion of thoſe which were left, as he had 
done with thoſe which were diſſolved be- 
fore, viz. by a viſitation of them, and by 
parliamentary authority. This occaſions, 
what is not to be marvelled at at all, a freſh 
diſcharge of our author's bitterneſs againſt 
Henry. The intereſt of the Romiſb church 
was hurt: and its adherents( may be al- 
lowed to murmur. But here, we cannot 
help wiſhing, that Mr. P. had been honeſt 
at the ſame time, and not taken to himſelf 
the honour of the reflections he makes up- 
on this ſubject. In his account of the diſ- 


1 Cullier. eccleſ. hiſt. v. 2. p. 102. 
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ſolution of the leſſer monaſteries, he had 
been greatly obliged to Mr. Dod, the po- 
piſh church hiſtorian, without making him 
any acknowledgment: in the preſent nar- 
ration of the fall of the greater ones, he is 
ſtill more obliged to him; but with the 
ſame paltry diſingenuity, he induſtriouſly 
concealeth the kind collector of his ma- 
terials: and though every one of his re- 
ferences are plainly taken from Mr. Dod, 
yet is he never named. Thus does our 
author, with his uſual art and freedom, aſ- 
ſume to himſelf the credit of another per- 
ſon's labours. Neither of them however 
have much to boaſt of, in the article be- 
fore us; for Collier, in his eccleſiaſtical 


hiſtory, had prepared every thing for them: 


it was but copying, and referring to him; 


1 So implicitly does our author rely upon Mr. Dod, 


that he even copies his blunders; and to prove, that 
the King's paſſions ran, ſo ſtrong for a ſolution, that be 


could ſcarce endure the report of a fair c 
the religious, (p. 213) he refers us to Giffard's, one of 
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aracter given to 


the commiſſioners, letter to Cromwell, without ſay ing 
where that letter is to be met with. It is true, Mr 
Dad, by the manner in which he. hath cited theſe 
words, (p. 108) might lead him into this miſtake : 
but if Mr. P. had conſulted Collier himſelf, he would 
have. found, that theſe are, not Giffard's words, but 
C ene upo unſucceſsful application in 
behalf bf the priory of Folftrop. © ' | 
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and then their impartiality could not be 
queſtioned. He hte 

But Henry's accumulated' guilt, in this F 
difſblution of monkery, muſt be clear and 


p. 219/ allowed; for we are told, that had the 
240 


monks been heard in their own cauſe, they | 
could not have pleaded it with greater energy | 
than proteſtant — have done it for 
them, on the evidence of facts, and from 

a principle which will do honour to their 
writings, whilſt equity and the hingering | 


Spirit of religion has yet applauſe in Britain. 


24 


As if religion had really ſuffered, by the 
extirpation of ſuch ſort of houſes. Let us 
ſee then, what theſe fair reaſoners have to 
plead in their behalf; and, whether their 
authorities are fairly produced. 

Mr. P, and the defenders of the mo- 
naſteries, have urged many arguments, 
from theſ excellency or piety of the ſtate | 
itſelf, from the numbers of the profeſſed, | 
and Atheir revenues; which, however ſpe- 
cious they might formerly appear, have, 
by length of time, loſt all their weight; 
and may rather be deemed unanſwerable 
objections againſt them. The riches of a 
ſtate are the number and increaſe of its 
ſubjects. Now our writer, ſpeaking of 
the number of thoſe who were di/þoſ/eſſed 
out of the greater monaſteries only, com- 


thouſand 


8 ut putes them to amount to me hundred 
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thouſand perfons. Mr. Dod indeed is more 
moderate: he only ſays, ©* ſo many thou- 
« ſands.” And this being excluſive of the 
ſecular and parochial clergy: when they 
are reckoned, with thoſe belonging to the 


other eflabliſhments or leſſer tenements of the P. 337- 


like import, the number of thoſe prohibited 
from matrimony muſt amount to an amaz- 
ing body of people; who were ſo far from 
contributing to the ſupport of the govern- 


ment, that the kingdom itſelf from this 
# redundancy of its defenceleſs members, 


might be ſo exhauſted of its ſtrength, 
* as to be incapable of protecting or ſe- 
* curing itſelf from inſurrections or inva- 
® ſions.” * Tho' this is only a political in- 
convenience: yet if conſidered, even in a re- 
ligious light, the very nature of theſe in- 
ſtitutions will be found as much unneceſſary 
to the promotion of true piety, as they were 
detrimental to the good of ſociety. 

It is eaſy to harangue upon the benefits 
of a retired, contemplative life, free from 
the cares, and detached from the love, of 
the world. But ſurely the man, who, in 
active and ſocial life, lets his light _{bine be- 
fore men; diſplays the beauty and perfec- 
tion of religion to nobler purpoſes, than 
when it is confined in the heart of a ſoli- 


. 1 Dad, church hiſt. v. 1. p. 110. 
2 Candidus, letter IX. 
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tary devotee : and the good huſband, pa- 
rent, maſter, and magiſtrate, is of more 
real benefit to the world by this exertion 
of his faculties; and is doing his duty to 
God, greater advantage to others, 2 

reater comfort to himſelf, and reater 
honour to religion, than if he had hid his 
talent in the cloiſters of a monaſtery, or the 
cave of an hermit. Such a man, by com- 
municating his goodneſs, doesginore ſervice 
to the cauſe of religion, than if a recluſe 


picty had kept him employed in counting 


is beads, tormenting his body, and ſub- 


mitting to thoſe abſurd, ridiculous, and un- 


commanded obſervances, which belong not 
to[ religion. The freeing therefore ſuch 
numbers from this conſtrained, formal, out- 
ward devotion, and obliging them to be- 
come uſeful and active members of ſociety; 
and the demoliſhing ſuch nurſeries of idle- 
neſs and fpiritual' ſervitude (however it 
might be accompanied, as before, with too 
many acts of perſonal rapine and injuſtice) 
were yet, in their conſequences, beneficial 
to religion and the ſtate; and may well be 
Juſtified, upon the ſoundeſt principles of 
each. | | 

The revenues which, by the piety or 
rather ſuperſtition of our anceſtors, had 
been beſtowed upon theſe communities, 
are urged, to enhance the guilt of their 
diſſolution. We are told, that they were 
W pk pr TP. 0 \ © conſe- 
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conſecrations made to the Supreme Being, F. 218 f WTF 
a real and perpetual nature, and were, as it 
were, veſted in him. But perhaps it may 
be difficult to prove, that ſuch foundations 
were any otherwiſe conſecrated to religion, 
than alms-houſes and hoſpitals may be ſaid 
to be. If the inſtitution of the monaſtic 
ſtate did not advance the end of religion, 
its endowments could ſcarce be ſaid to be 
conſecrated to God. In ſome inſtances, we 
think, the monks themſelves were ſup- 
ported by continued acts of rapine and ſa- 


crilege, when the income of the che N 
conſiſted e rattens; and the po- 


chial clergy were by that means robbed of 
a maintenance, apparently more conſe- 
crated to God, and veſted in him, than the 
- advocates for the monks can pretend to 
* allege in favour of their poſſeſſions. Surely, | 
had the ſpiritual life been kept up by the 
ſpiritual ſtate, thoſe good ſouls would not 
have enriched themſelves at the expence of 
the church; and, out of their boundleſs 
© generoſity and piety, have ſtarved the pa- 
riſh prieſt, by the ſcandalous pittance al- 
> lotted for the ſervice of the cure. / F 
33 But the monks need not be envied : Heir P. 214. 2 755 
poſſeſſions, it is ſaid, did not exceed one twen- 
tieth part of the national revenue; a ſum 
much below what a deſign to deſtroy them, 
firſt gave out, and credulity has ſtill retained. 
And were they really as low, as they are 
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put here, the legiſlature might have ſuffi- 
cient reaſons to extirpate ſuch obſtructions 
to religion, and ſuch nuiſances to ſociety. 
But the fact is not true: the eſtates, be- 
longing to theſe religious houſes, were con- 
ſiderably larger, than the credulous Mr. P. 
is aware of. Collier himſelf owns, „ that 
* the revenues of the abbies were ſome- 
times undervalued by the viſitors... ... 
and therefore,” ſays he, © in all likeli- 
* hood, upon rack rents and modern com- 
* putation, the lands would riſe to near 
twenty times as much.“ And Mr. 
Stevens, in his hiſtory of taxes, who ſeems 
to have conſidered this point with great 
accuracy, (whoſe calculation is ſuppoſed to 
be drawn From the laſt leaſes theſe houſes 
granted) has demonſtrated, that they poſ- 
ſeſſed a much greater proportion to the na- 
tional revenue, than Mr. P. thinks of. 
« Their reſerved rents were indeed but 
= low, but the fines, which are here 
dropped, and in another place called eaſy, 
made up nine parts in ten of their in- 
comes, and bore no inconſiderable ſhare 
in their annual profits; the lands only 
of two of the abbies are worth at this 
time 500,000 J. a year; and if theſe e- 
ſtates were worth, at the time of their 
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1 Collier, v. 2. p. 165. | 
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they ate at preſent, yet the yearly value 
of only theſe two, would not fall much 
« ſhort of what onr author makes the in- 
come of the whole 700 amount to.“ 
But be this as it may be: their revenues, 
more or leſs, do not affect either the crime 
of their deſtroyers, or the merit of ſuch 
houſes. Their whole inſtitution was found- 
ed in fanaticiſm; and was encouraged to 
the hurt of the ſtate; by not only prevent- 
ing amazing numbets of both ſexes from 
contributing (in a lawful and honourable 
way) to the increaſe of the community, but 
alſo by being a continual ſupply of factious, 
reſtleſs, and devoted zealots to the foreign 
power and influence of the biſhops of 
Rome; whom they looked upon, in our 


writer's language, as the interpreters of ®: 


God's will, and the delegates of bis power. 


We are informed, that an a& of parlia- P. 217 


7 
ment was framed, Ae remove Jeru les, and 


* ſetth rapine and ſacrilege, as lord Herbert 


terms them, on the King and bis heirs for 


I Candidus, letter X, citing Stevens's hiſtory of 


taxes. Some compute, the lands taken from the mo- 


naſteries, at twenty years purchaſe, would amount at 
this preſent time, to thirty millions, five hundred and 
three thouſand, four hundred pounds. Thoſe formerly 
belonging to the abbey of St. Albans, being worth at 


> this day about 200,000 pounds a year, and thoſe that 
: belonged to Glaffonbury abbey above 300,000 pounds 


yearly, Vid. Rapin, v. 1. p. 823, note, from Ste- 


© vexs's hiſtory of taxes, p. 188---216, 


eVEr. 


218, /24/9 


e 


( 266 ) 


ever. But where does his lordſhip ſay this? 
Dod, and Collier, did not authoriſe Mr, P. 
to ſpeak ſo peremptorily. They cite him ho- 
neſtly, as declaring only, * that ſome called 
it rapine and facrilege, which,” ſays he, 
I will no way excuſe.” But what does 
he ſay farther? Let him ſpeak for himſelf, 
and anſwer this objection of —_ and ſa- 
crilege. Though I may ſay truly, that 
notwithſtanding ſo many religious houſes 
were deſtroyed, there are yet in every 
kind, (the ſuppreſſed ones excepted) left 
ſtanding ſo many, as give no little in- 
creaſe to learning, ſplendor to religion, 
and teſtimony of charity to the poor. So 
that altho' I cannot but pity the ruin of 
them, as affording a ſingular conveniency 
to an holy, pious, and contemplative 
life, when abuſes were taken away, yet 
- + + » We are not deſtitute, of many 
monuments of devotion : of which alſo 
our King had ſuch regard . . . for he 
not only augmented the number of col- 
leges and profeſſors in his univerſities, 
but erected . . . out of the revenues got- 
4 ten hereby, divers new biſhoprics . . . 
--Belides many of the cathedral churches, 
formerly poſſeſſed by monks only, were 
| Aw ſupplied with canons, and new ones 


1 „ „% n 2 14 24423 


1 Church hiftory, v. 1. p. 114. Note. 
2 Eccleſ. hiſt. v. 2. p. 165. 
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OS. AMD 
enacted and endowed.. . . So that re- 
© ligion ſeemed not ſo much to ſuffer here- 
by, as ſome of the clergy, of thoſe times and 
* ours would have it believed: our kingdom 
4 having, . . inſtead of divers ſupernume- 
o rary and idle perſons; maintained by ab- 
* bies and chantries, men fit for employ- 
ment; ſo that the deſolations . . are by 
* our politicks thought. amply recom- 
« penſed.” * So far is this noble hiſtorian 
from calling this diſſolution, rapine and ſa- 


2 crilege, that he thinketh favourably of it ; 


and that the very inſtitution of thoſe reli- 
gious houſes was abundantly compenſated 
by others, of an infinitely more beneficial 


nature to church and ſtate. 
But thoſe fair reaſoners, the proteſtant P. 219./ 250 
' 4oriters, have pleaded fo honourably for f 


theſe inſtitutions, that it ſeems, the monks 


could not have done it with greater energy. 
The monks would have done it but poorly 


* 
r oo ur PRA pe i oe. eo on 7 


F 
1 4 
4 
”, 


then; and deſtroyed, by one argument, 
what they ſupported by another. And how 
have they defended them ? They have con- 
fidered theſe houſes as a proviſion for the 
younger children of great families, and as 
places for the education of youth of both 
ſexes. Now had there been, after this 


diſſolution, no poſſible way of providing 2%- 
or ſuch younger children, and ſecuring the 


1 Her bert, p. 508. 
9855 perpetuity 


1 
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perpetuity of the family ęſtate, but by de- 
priving them of the comforts of focial life, 
and $ 29k them into a monaſtery ; the 
parliament would not have come to eaſily 
into Henry's ſcheme. But they might 
wiſely confider, that their younger children 
were likely to do much better in the world, 
when a turn was given them for: buſineſs 
and action; and that the army, the court, 
and the law, might give them opportunities 
of railing a fortune, which might in time 
prom equal, if not exceed that, which 

elonged to the elder branch of the family, 
And if they were diſpoſed to retire from the 
world, there was the church ſtill ready to 
receive them : and the power and influence 
of their friends might procure them good 
preferments, and an eflabhſhment for life 


ſuited to the rank their family held. 


The abbies, it is alſo urged in their fa- 
vour, were public ſchools for education: but 
this was foreign to their inſtitution, and 
therefore ſhould not be named amongſt the 
neceſſary advantages of them. But how 
little of uſeful knowledge could be acquired 
in theſe kinds of ſchools, we learn from 
the moſt unexceptionable authority, from 
the teſtimony of Eraſmus, that beſt judge 
of literary merit and improvement : from 
him we are informed, that, not the learn- 
ed languages, but the Pris of ſcho- 
laſtic divinity, were ſolely cultivated by the 
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monaſtic preceptors. However, to remedy 
any inconvenience 'or. complaint, that might 
ariſe from this quarter, there were a great 
number of free- ſchools founded in many 
places of the kingdom, . within the. com- 
paſs of a few. years, both by royal and pri- 
vate benefactors. And the nation reaped 
inconceivable advantage from that manly 
and ſpirited turn, which a freer intercourſe 
in public life afforded the youth of it; and 
from that ftore of real and polite literature 
cultivated, not by the monks, but by the 
penetrating genius of thoſe ſuperiour minds, 
whoſe amazing abilities, and extenſive eru- 
dition (engaged in the improvement of eve 
branch of true ſcience and philoſophy) o- 
pened thoſe treaſures, which the monks 
were utterly ignorant of ; and, for fear of 
being counted heretics, dared not even at- 
tempt to attain unto. It was this liberal 
and enlarged way of thinking, which ſo 
inſenſibly promoted the reformation, and 
expoſed the former plan of education. 


' 1 In his (ſc. monaſteriis) adoleſcentes, vix trimeſtri 
Audis grammatice dato, protinus rapiuntur, ad ſophiſti- 
cen, dialetticen, ſuppoſitiones, ampliationes, reſtrictiones, 
expoſutiones, reſoluttones ad gryphos, & queſtionum laby- 
rinthos, hinc refta in adyta theologia. Tales, ubi ventum 
ft ad eos autores qui utriuſque lingue facundia præ- 
celluerunt, Deum immortalem ! ut cœeutiunt, ut delirant, 
ut ſibi videntur in alio prorſus eſſe mundo. 


The 


Eraſ. dial. de pronunciatione, p. 770. v. I. ed. Baſil. 


The ſervice the monaſteries were of in 


25% promoting @ general literary improvement, 


in preſerving records, and being the repo. 
fitorjes of learning, is another plea in their 
behalf. This is ſaying but little for them: 
the houſes might be receptacles of learning, 
' whilſt the inhabitants neglected it, or un- 
derftood nothing of the value of what their 
repoſitories contained. Eraſmus, who knew 
them well, has told a tale, which ſhould 
make the advocates of the monks bluſh, 
when they preſume to talk, in this manner, 
of their promoting à general literary im- 
provement. It would be ſtrange indeed, if, 
amongſt ſuch numbers, many did not make 
good uſe of the advantages of retirement 
and books. But did learning ſink with the 
diſſolution of the abbies? and have not ſuc- 
ceeding times produced thoſe, and in much 
greater numbers, who have done honour 
to themſelves and their country by their 
writings, though not brought up in a 
cloiſter ? 30 69g ee v4 

So fatal, however, was the fall of theſe 
houſes to literature, that we are further 


T1 Latitant in collegiis ac monaſteriis Germanorum, 
Gallorum, & Anglorum, pervetuſti cadices ; quos, exceptis 
paucis, adeo non communicant ultro, ut rogati vel celent, 
vel pernegent, vel iniquo pretio vendunt, uſum decuplo 
eflimatorum codicum : tandem pulchre ſervatos, vel caries 
tineæque corrumpunt, vel fures auferunt. . . : 

Eraſ. ep. edit. 1542, p. 355+ Cited in Knight's life of 
Colt, p. 25. 
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told, from the OH ord hiſtorian; that, wheres p. 220 
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as there were, in thoſe times, near 300 halls 
and private ſchools in Oxford, befides the 
5 there were not above eight remain 
ing towards the middle of the laſt century. 
But Wood does not mean, there were fo 
many remaining at the diſſolution of the 
monaſteries ; for long before that time, 
they had been loſt and ſwallowed up in 
colleges, many of which were built upon 
the very ſcite of theſe halls. And what 
theſe were, he tells us in another part of 
the fame book, that they were neither more 
nor leſs, than lodging-houſes hired by the 
fludents.” Brian Twyne, an abler man, and 
a better antiquarian, than Mr. Wood, ſays 
the ſame thing : he reduces them to 200; 
and enumerates about 180 of them, deſcri- 
bing where they were ſituated, and in what 
colleges they were abſorbed.* For when 
the latter were built and increaſed, the 
ſcholars had no occafion to lodge in townl- 
mens houſes : though it is true, that the 
ruin of the monaſteries did greatly leſſen 


1 Atque hæc 
Dt. muſarum 
rum erant, pretio annuo academicis elocata. 


& antig. Oxon. L. 2. p. 338. 


8 aulæ) ſane . . . uti & priſca quevis 
bitacula, tenementa primitus age 
od hi 


2 Aulæ, revera ædes erant burgenſium certo pretio con- 


due, ©. Antig. acad, Oxon. 2 oy 3 gu 381 
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the number of ſtudents, and obliged many 


= to apply their time and induſtry, to what 


would be more to their advantage, and the 
benefit of the ſtate. The univerſities had 
been then, for a long time, n the ſame 
footing they have continued ever ſince: 
and it does not appear, that any one ſecu- 
lar college or hall (many of the latter being 
little better than grammar ſchools) ſhared 
any part of that ruin, which befel the 
religious houſes. ** So far was the King,” 
ſays Collier, from leſſening thoſe famous 
ſeminaries of piety and learning, that he 
rather promoted their intereſts.” ' 
From this imaginary loſs to literature, 


P.xx.|/ Mr. P. takes occaſion to trace out (what 
he calls in his table of contents) the late 


learning from this period zo tbe reign of 
Charles the ſecond. It is difficult to fay, 
what could occaſion the digreſſion of this 
paragraph. Certain it is, the promoters of 
the reformation, in our kingdom, were, 
for the moſt part, perſons of aſtoniſhing 
erudition : their knowledge indeed lay more 
in the original language of the SS, in the 
earlieſt writers of the church, and in culti- 
vating the powers of reaſon and philoſo- 
phy, than in St. Thomas, and the decre- 
tals. Many of them alſo diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in a politer way, the knowledge 


uy ne yr our nn oe 


* 


1 Cillier, eccleſ. hiſt. v, 2. p. 209. TE 


a. W 0 22 E a Wan. b of 
La. J. 2s. 49 1699, © 


q 
TFT 
| 
: 
, 
. 
U 


gy 74 


— 8 2 . „ „. r = UW WF ww... ca44 


. 


a M4 ee _ — me — — . 2 „ —_ — * 1 : ' 
- Es, A r , 5 * | . „ os ͤ · ·— Yo yr" 1 en * = ⁹ ˙ N. + Wd * + err rr ns ts A 
. . * . 


2 e r 


* 
27 


. age: whilſt 


proper ang. 


( 273 ) 


writings are 
t a few of their opponents, 
diſdaining theſe advantages, reſted ſatisfied 
with the jargon of ſcholaſtic divinity, and 
the gloſſes of their modern doctors. But 


never, ſurely, was ſo unfortunate and im- 
— as quaint conceits, ap- p. 221. S262 


plied before, * the general character or 
criterion of learning in Queen Elizabeths 


days: that epoch (to borrow a favouriteg, 4g, þ 
word from our author) was marked, in a 


very conſpicuous manner, by a long liſt of 
heroes, in every ſenſe of the word, whoſe 
deep learning, ſolid ſenſe, manly genius, 
and the exertion of every active faculty, 
raiſed the glory and reputation of the king- 


dom to an height unknown before; whilſt 


quaint conceits, and puns, diſtinguiſhed the 


pedant reign of the ſucceeding prince. 


After this little of criticiſm, the 
cauſe of the monks is again taken in _—_ * 


and we are confidently told, that, while P. 22 


the religious houſes ſubfiſted, there were no 
prouiſions made by parliament to reheve the 
poor, no aſſeſſment on the pariſh for that 
purpoſe ; but, at preſent, this charge on the 
ingdom, amounts, by à low computation, to 
above 800,000 pounds. If it did fo in 
Collier's time, who is the original author 
of all this intelligence, it muſt riſe to a 
much greater amount now. But what 
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if this be a vague and falſe aſſertion 
There is great reaſon to ſuſpect, that theſe 
houſes were not ſo munificent. We have 
before obſerved, that one motive alleged, 
at the diſſolution of the alien priories, was, 
that the poor might be better maintained, 
and there' were, moreover, ſeveral parti- 
cular as of parliament paſſed for the relief 
of the poor, at different times, to oblige 
theſe very houſes to aid the poor in pro- 
portion to their income : from whence it is 
eaſy and natural to conjecture, that the 
were not ſo liberal and bountiful of their 
alms, as Mr. P. and his informants, would 
perſuade us. So that, as Candidus well and 
truly obſerves, © the nation neither got 
nor loſt any thing, in this reſpect, by 
® the ſuppreſſion of the monaſteries, only 
the mendicant trade was reduced, in- 
*« duſtry encouraged, the poor better pro- 
© vided for, and the nation more equally 
* taxed.” * 

On theſe conſiderations, proceedeth our 
author, one of our hiftorians;afſertf, that it 
would be but an act of common juſtice, 10 
give the generality of proteſiants a more fa- 
vourable opinion of monaſteries. Upon what 
conſiderations ? the hoſpitality and charity 


I Viz. 15 Richard the 2%. 4 Henry the 4. 39 
Henry the ö, and two or three in Henry the 7" 
reign, mentioned by Candidus, letter XII. 
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of theſe houſes ; for that he is ſpeaking of, 
in this paragraph, and hath referred us, to 
prove this, to a place in Fuller, where he 
is lamenting the plunder and the waſte made 
of their books ; which our author backeth 
by a corroborating evidence, as he think- 
eth, from biſhop Tanners preface to his 
Notitia Monaſtica, wherein his chief pur- 
port is to ſhew, that monaſteries were the 
repoſitories of learning; neither of them, 
in the places appealed to, touching upon 
the charity of theſe houſes: nor did Mr. 
Dod cite them for that purpoſe : but Mr. 
P's accurate eye caught them in the ſame 
page, and he was determined they ſhould 


E The as he wanted them. 


<ertrtt* Tanner himſelf he would hardly 
have quoted him with ſuch eagerneſs : 
for though it was to be expected from 
one who was writing the account of reli- 
gious houſes, to ſay, with other antiqua- 
rians, every thing he could honeſtly in their 
favour, yet he owns, „that theſe inſti- 
A tutions were abuſed from their original 
foundation, and that he did not in the 
® leaſt intend to vindicate the ſuperſtitions 
and the vices of the monks :” and then 
addeth, immediately after the paſſage pro- 
duced by our author, this reflection; “and 


1 Fuller, eccleſ. hiſt, b. 6. p. 335. 
8 2 cc indeed 
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indeed conſidering the proviſions that 

are made in the univerſities, for the en- 

couragement and atrainment of learn- 

ing; and the many hoſpitals, that have 

* been built ſince the reformation, for the 

relief of the poor, there is leſs reaſon to 

* lament their loſs.”* This is Tanner's 
teſtimony. 

But now our writer takes a bolder flight : 

P. 2200 and national and perſonal calamities are ex- 

25 hibited, as ſo many indications of a provoked 

and avenging God. What the national 

calamities were which trod on the heels of 

this iniquity, we are at a loſs to know; 

for Mr. P. will hardly reckon the cruel 

tyranny of Queen Mary's reign as any miſ- 

fortune to the kingdom. Fuller, the au- 

thority appealed to, ſays nothing like it; 

he ſays © ſome conceive—yea papiſts would 

perſuade us, that ſuch poſſeſſions are un- 

ſucceſsful, and will ruin their proprietors, 

A reſtored to their proper owners: for 

mine own part,” ſays he, — I with to 


all lawfully poſſeſſed of them, that they 
e peaceably and proſperouſſy (enjoy 
them, et nati natorum, et qui naſcuntur 
ab illis.” * As to Spelman's obſervation, 
it is unfair to confine the judgments of 
God to one county, when the whole 


I Preface to the Notitza Monaſtica, p. 3. it ed. Sve. 
2 Fuller, church hiſt. b. 6. p. 370. 
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6277) 
kingdom was equally involved in the ſame 
guilt. Did theſe eſtates alone ſubject their 
purchaſers to the divine diſpleaſure, and no 
others go from one family to another, there 
would be more probability in the con- 
jecture. The curſes of the Romi church, 
for this pretended ſacrilege, took no effect: 
ſome of the abbey lands continue to this 
day in the ſame families, who purchaſed, 
or obtained them at the firſt; and thoſe, 
who have been later proprietors of them 
have been no more ſufferers than their for- 
mer owners. 1 
The day, alſo, which gave commencement P. 224./25 6 
to this crime was thought ominous. How a 
ſo? why, it ſeems, ſome weak and ſuper- 
ſtitious perſons, 100 years after, wanted a 
parliament ſummoned to meet, in Charles 
the It's time, upon the 3d of November, 
to be aqjourned for a ſhort time, it being the 2 
fame day on which the legiſlature, in Henry 
the VIIIth's reign, began the diſſolution of 
religious houſes.” There is no account- 
ing for the whims of ſome people ; but 
' Whoever gave this reaſon for the adjourn- 
ment of the long parliament, ſufficiently 
' ſhewed their folly, and their ignorance too; 
for the parliament, which began the diſſolu- 
tion of religious houſes, met in the month of 
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, This piece of intelligence, Echard (whoſe autho- 
rit is here produced for it) learnt from Heylin's life of 
archbiſhop Laud, p. 4.58. Ed. 1668. 


S 3 February, 


6 


February.” Two years indeed before that, 

there was a parliament, which began on 

tifat ominous day, the zd. of November; 
| wherein the Pope's authority was abro- 
gated, and the ſupremacy of the crown eſta- 

£ bliſhed.* And from this day, ſays Mr. P. 
Fr,. be church of England dates her misfortunes. 
The church was, we grant, afflicted during 

P. 221, the madneſs of the civil wars, and the fana- 
| 222. trciſm of the commonwealth ; but when or- 
25% der and law were reſtored, ſhe likewiſe got 

over her misfortunes, and recovered her 
juſt rights: and her ſons can now reflect, 
| with pleaſure, upon the 3d: of November, 

1 on which day they were reſcued from an 
intolerable ſpiritual bondage. They deem 
it as auſpicious to them, as the 5th of the 
| | {ame month; and both, as equally ominous 

to the church of Rome. 

P. 224/ Add to all this, the avenging anger of 
256 heaven, which was exerciſed in the many 
attainders_and executions which followed 
| this fall of the monaſteries. If this be the 
| method or rule of conſtruing God's judg- 
| ments, what muſt we think of the houſe of 
| Pole itſelf, and many others of the ſame 
| principles, who oppoſed this diſſolution, and 
3 yet fell by the hands of the executioner ! 
« So that our author here gives a fair op- 


| / 1 Stowe's annals, p. 572, 
2 Ibid. p. 571. ; 
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« portunity of retaliating judgments upon 
them for this oppoſition :”* and the proof 
will be equally ſtriking. This it is, when 
zealots take upon them to account for the 
diſpenſations of providence: the ſuperſti- 
tious, and the credulous, may give way to 
ſuch weakneſſes ; but others will reject, 
with horror and diſdain, ſuch profane, 
wanton and arbitrary interpretations of the 
divine interpoſition. 

Thus much concerning the diſſolution of 
theſe great excreſcencies in church and 
ſtate, the vaſt number of religious houſes. 
There had been examples of this kind be- 
fore, and of ſuch revenues being applied 
to other uſes: which muſt leſſen the odium 
of their preſent ſuppreſſion. If hiſtory is 
to be credited, the chief of the reformers 
(excepting Cromwell } were againſt it; tried 
what they could to prevent its being ge- 
neral, or at leaſt to convert the revenues to 
a leſs exceptionable mode of charity, and to 
make them real and national benefits. 
Anne Bullen's intereſt was ſinking, and 
could avail little. She, we are told, was 
* altogether averſe to this ſuppreſſion, and 
put Hugh Latimer upon preaching a- 


® gainſt it before the King. She likewiſe 


I Candidus, letter XXII. 
2 Many inſtances of this occur in Tauner's Notitia 
Monaſtica, and in the Monafticon Hibernicum. 


84 © cautioned 
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® cautioned others of the clergy not to 
E declaim againſt the monaſteries, and 
* preach down the inſtitution. And af. 
ter her deceaſe, what ſignifyed the remon- 
ſtrances that Cranmer, and the other bi- 
ſhops of his party, made againſt it.“ It 
was the popiſh party, which carried this 
point; and the guilt of theſe actions, in- 
ſtead of being laid to the charge of the 
men of the new religion, as it was falſel 
called, ſhould fall upon thoſe of the Romiſb 
perſuaſion, who were the more immediate 
inſtruments of this diflolution. The com- 
miſſioners, except perhaps one or two, were 
all good catholics ; and continued ſtill, as 
well as their ſovereign, members of the 
Romiſh church, except in the article of the 
Pope's ſupremacy. Thus were theſe houſes 
demoliſhed by a popiſh King, and popiſh 
commiſſioners ; and a popiſh parliament, 
with popiſh biſhops conſenting, gave a le- 
gal ſanction to their proceedings. 

But no devaſtations are more bemoaned 
by our author, than the monaſtery of St. 
Auſtin, and the ſhrine of St. Thomas MBecket 


at Canterbury; the former ſhared (faith 


Somneg) the common fate of the other re- 
ligious houſes; “ whoſe uncovered walls 


er, v. 2. p. 117. 


1 Coll 
2 
72. 


2. p. 164. citing Strype's life of Cranmer, p. 
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ſtood ſo long languiſhing in time, and 
« ſtorms of weather, that daily increaſed 
* the aſpect of her ruins.” * Unluckily, 
this does not tally well with that ſmart ob- 
ſervation, which Mr. P. has pilfered from 


his own hero, that he incloſure was laid P. 6 950) 


waſte, and appropriated to wild beaſts; and 
a palace raiſed out of the ruins, for ſome- 
thing ſtilli more ſavage, himſelf.* Now, not 
to mention, that Pole was often impoſed 
upon in his intelligence of Engliſb affairs; 
his biographer, however, as the cardinal 
was not often given to pleaſantry, ſhould 
not have deprived him of his claim to a 
ſmall joke, eſpecially as it was more witty 
than true; for Somner, who wrote the an- 
tiquities of Canterbury, omits theſe parti- 
culars; though ſome pages are employed 
in deſcribing the ruins and remains of this 
abbey, which are now,“ ſays he, * made 
# ſubject to other public uſes.” 

As to the ſhrine of St. Auſtin, it had 
been ſo long obſcured by the greater ſplen- 
dour of Becket's, that its virtues, and its 
riches, were nothing in compariſon of the 


1 Semner's antiquities of Canterbury, p. 60. 1ſt. ed. 
4to. 1640. | 

2 — Sibi, & feris domicilium eſſe voluit, fic enim Ju 
ſerat vivarium illic fieri, & ſibi ex ruinis monaſterii pala- 
tium &dificari, Poli apologia ad Ceſarem. Sect. xxiv. 
3 Quirini, v. 1. p. 109. 
3 Antig. Cant. p. 60 — 63. 


other. 
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other. The ſuperſtition and the prodiga- 
lity of the pilgrims centered there, which 


* 4 


2 


engrofſed not only all their folly, but all 
their chriſtianity too; and the church 
wherein it was, though dedicated to Chriſt, 
was forced, through the deplorable bigotry 
of the devotees, to give place to the name 
of St. Thomas; whoſe altar was loaded with 
offerings, whilſt that of Chriſt was empty, 

* So much had 


gree of true ſpiritual piety ! 

The unſhrining and unſainting Thomas x Þ 
Becket is aggravated as a moſt inhuman 
and unpardonable offence, in Henry. | 


wonder much, the ſuperſtition of our wri- Þ * 
P. 27 ter did not make the loſs of the iſland f 
289 Rhodes, which, he ſays, happened about the Þ * 

ſame time, 6wing to this fin; for he ſeems, 


by „ not to know well when Þ 
the Turks took that place. Could he think! 
of no nearer event, than this, to contraſt Þ * 


with Henry's rapine and impiety, which Þ 


happened no leſs than 16 years before it? 

Or would Pole's. noſtra ætate, paucis ant! 
annis, juſtify him in rendering it, avout Þ 7 
the ſame time, when there was an interval Þ 
of ſo many years between them? The! 


InP. 248. 
2 Poli apologia ad Cæſarem, Sect. 23. 


Quirini, V. I. P · 104. V. 2. P · CLI. 


cardinal, | ; 


ignorance and credulity excluded every de- | 
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cardinal, in the vehemence of his zeal, 


* aſks, where Henry could have learnt this 
practice of behaving thus to ſaints de- 
; parted? and anſwers himſelf, by faying, 
from that cruel tyrant Herod, who is ſup- 
! poſed to have burnt John the Baptiſts bones 
in the ſame manner as Henry did Becket's. 
But this is not clear. ( che pious Pole 
needed not to have gone quite fo far back: 
for Henry learnt it from the clergy of his 
> own church; from the council of A/b7um, 
Albienſe who ordered dead heretics to be 
ſo ſerved; and from the council of Con- 
* lance, who put that canon in execution, in 
their condemnation of Wicliſ; and, lower 
| ſtill, from the chancellor of Worceſter, who, 
by order of his ſuperiors, had taken up and 
burnt the dead body of Mr. Tracy, nt above 
5 or 6 years before ſaint Becket's aſhes were 
diſturbed: ! But notwithſtanding Pole rages, 
in his apology to the Emperor, and elſe- 
where, againſt Henry's impiety and inhu- 
manity ; yet he ſtrangely altered his ſenti- 
ments when he came into power himſelf; 
and choſe to follow Henry's example, ra- 
ther than that of the Turks: for (as we 
ſhall fee hereafter) he exerciſed, without 
} tear or ſhame, the very ſame barbarous in- 
ſults upon the bodies of ſome departed 


. 11 


worthies, who, we{think, were better ſaints {am 72 i, 


ithan Becker. | 
The character of this prelate is here ex- 


Horner y 


ibited as an illuſtrious ſaint, martyr, and p. 225. 2 -59 


patrit : 


/ 


patriot : and his life and actions ſhew 1 
that he merited theſe characters alike. He 
whs a faint from th womb ; and {uſhered ; 
into the world as other ſaints uſually are, 
with ſigns and wonders. Fitz-Stephens, W- 
one of the earlieſt writers of his life, tells 
us, that God revealed to his mother the 
greatneſs he had predeſtinated him to, who 
dreamed in her pregnancy, that ſhe con- 
tained a whole cathedral within her womb: 
and when he was born, the midwife de- 
clared, ſhe had lifted up an archbiſhop 
from the ground. And again, whilſt he 
lay in the cradle, his mother dreamt the 
told the nurſe, he had no quilt or cover- 
lid; the nurſe inſiſted upon it he had, but 
it was ſo large ſhe could not open it, either 
in the bed-chamber, the hall, or the ſtreet; 
in ſhort, it was of ſuch a ſize, ſhe could not 
find the end of it, but it ſeemed to cover 
more than all England.“ Theſe were o- 
mens of his future ſtation and ſanctity, 
which could not be gainſayed. 

The occaſion of the quarrel between 
Becket and his ſovereign, F ks II. is well 
known. There were indeed ſome ſmaller 
ruptures which happened before the great 
breach, and had already inflamed them a- 
gainſt each other. The King wanted to 
make the clergy amenable to the ſame laws 


1 Fitz-Stephenss life of Becket, p. 10. publiſhed a- 
mong Sparke's Hiſtoric Anglicane ſcriptores varii, 0. 


1723. | 
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for capital offences, as the laity; the arch- 
biſhop inſiſted upon their privilege of be- 
ing tried in their own courts, and in caſe of 
conviction to be degraded, and deprived of 
their benefices; and then, upon a relapſe, 
(but not before) or freſh breach of the 
laws, to be tried before the civil magiſ- 
trate.” By this means great enormities had 
been committed by thoſe, whom the laws 
could not reach : and the King was in- 
formed, that above an hundred of his ſub- 
jets had been lately murdered by theſe 


lawleſs clerks;* and was offended to find, 


they had been too favourably dealt with in 
their own courts. 

Fitz-Stephens owns, the two following 
actions ſet the King and the archbiſhop at 
variance. A clergyman, in the dioceſe of 
Worceſter, had lain with a young woman, 
and killed her father. The King would 
have had the offender tried in his courts : 
the archbiſhop refuſed it; and, to prevent 
his being delivered to the King's officers, 


ordered his biſhop to impriſon him. An- 
2 other clerk had ſtollen a ſilver chalice. 


* Him likewiſe the King was deſirous to have 


tried in the civil courts; but the archbi- 


* ſhop degraded him in his; and, ex abun- 
* danti, to appeaſe the King, burnt him with 


an hot iron. Theſe were ſurely very in- 


I Hoveden, p. 282. : 
2 Gul. Newbrig, I. 2. c. 16. 
3 V. a Stephanide, p. 33. 
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decent provocations, which thus ſtopped 
the exerciſe of impattial juſtice. 

Not content with this, the archbiſhop 
went farther, and took every opportunity 
to irritate the King, and to puſh matters to 
the utmoſt extremity, ſaying and unſaying, 
ſometimes promiſing to give the King ſa- 
tisfaction, then retraQting it, till, by his 
perverſe obſtinacy, he had wearied every 
body out. His brother biſhops, many of 
them, thoroughly deteſted his violent be- 


. haviour-: and even the Pope endeavoured, 


or pretended to endeavour, but in vain, to 
ſoften his furious ſpirit, and * conciliate 
matters. 

How Becket, who carried himſelf with 
ſuch effrontery to his King, could be called 
the guardian of the hberties of his country, 
in refuſing to obey the laws of it, is what 
Mr. P. has forgot to prove, any more than 
that thoſe exemptions, or immunities of the 
clergy from the civil power, made no lf; 
a part of our conſtitution, than any others 
contained in the great charter. We have 
already taken notice of the ſteady oppoſi- 
tion ever made to papal encroachments, and 
of Becket the biſhop of Chi- 
chefter, for exalting that authority.“ The 
King, after this, could not but be aftoniſh- 


1 See the life and epiſtles of Becket, publiſhed by 
Hi, at Bruſſels, 2 vol. 40. 1682. 


2 P. 116. 
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ed, to find that he had changed his prin- 
ciples with his poſts. When 7he conſtitu- 
* zions (as they are commonly called) of Cla- 
” rendon, wherein the ancient rights and 


cuſtoms of the crown were to be acknow- . 
ledged, which had not yet been com- 
« mitted to writing, being known only by 


common practice, and uſage immemo- 
rial, and it was thought proper to ſpe- 


* cify ſome of them, to prevent any fu- 


ture diſpute upon the ſubject:“ the 


| archbiſhop alone refuſed to ſign them. And 


what made this the more provoking was, 


that, not long before, at Moodſtocł, he had 


promiſed the King (chiefly at the inſtance 


of the legate, whom the Pope, and the 
college of cardinals, had ſent into England 
to order him to do it*) “ faithfully and 
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'* fincerely, without any prevarication, to 
: * obſerve them. 


3, 


Repenting, however, of 
this promife, when he came to Clarendon, 
he flew back : and it was with the utmoſt 
difficulty, that he was at laſt -perſuaded to * 


des, that he would obſerveſche laws of 


the kingdom, and the cuſtoms, which the 
King ſaid were uſed in his grandfather's 
time. But when they were drawn up in 
writing, he abſolutely refuſed to put his 
ſeal to, or confirm them.* And when one 


I Carte, v. 1 p. 585. | 
2 Hoveden, p. 282. inter ſcriptores poſt Bedam, ed. 


* Savil, 


3 Ja. ibid. 
| of 
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of the indented copies of the conſtitutions 
was delivered into his cuſtody, he could 
not refrain from affronting the King in 6 
groſs a manner, that he never could re. 
cover his favour any more.“ | 
What great offence this haughty deport- 
ment muſt give the King and his council, 
it is eaſy to imagine. But he was defend- 
ing the rights of the church, truly! as if 
that could be done no other way, but by 
protecting criminals from puniſhments ade- 
uate to their offence, and by trampling on 
the rights of the crown. Granting, how- 
ever, that he might have ſome ſcruples 
againſt receiving the conſtitutions of Claren- 
don, as imagining, that the Pope's power, 
and the clergy's privilege, might be in- 
fringed by them; though theſe very ex- 
emptions, or privileges, were not inſeparable 
from their order, but originally flowed 
from, and were granted to them by the 
crown: yet what ſhall we ſay to his be- 
haviour the next year, when he was ſum- 
moned before the King and council at 
Northampton, upon a merely civil account. 
His outrageous paſſions broke out there a- 
freſh: and he was not aſhamed to plead the 
privilege of his order and dignity, to pre- 
vent the payment of his juſt debts.” And 


r Id. ibid. 

2 Collier, eccl. hiſt. v. 1. p. 374. 

3 Carte, v. 1. p. 590, and p. 606. V. de Sith. 
P. 13. 8 
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to hinder any ſentence being pronounced a- 
gainſt him, he prohibited the biſhops from 
L being bis judges ; and, with every mark of 
inſolence and vanity, preſumed, in direct vi- 
E clation of the laws of the land, to appeal to 
the Pope in a civil cauſe. The parliament, 
reſenting this contempt of the laws, declared 
E him guilty of perjury and treaſon. His pride 
not permitting him to hear his ſentence the 
4 people, as he paſſed through the hall, ſen- 
fible of the juſtice of it, hiſſed him, calling 
him traitor, and bad him ſtay and hear his 
ſentence: & reproaches Aiνα he retorted 
upon ſome perſons of diſtinction, by call- 
ing them /zars, baſtards, and ſcoundrels. 
This intemperate language, as Carte ob- 

ſerves, “ was not very ſuitable either to the 
character of an archbiſhop, the humility of 
©* a chriſtian, or the patient temper and ſpi- 
& rit of a confeſſor.“ 
The King plainly appears, in all his actions, 
to have defired the good of the ſtate, and the 
equal diſtribution of juſtice. The archbiſhop, 
Ewhoſegreligion ſhould have taught him to 
have ſeconded theſe good inclitations of his 
ſovereign, was the man alone who hindered 
them from taking effect: and his reſent- 
ments ever continuing ſtrong, he wrote to 
the King, and to others, in his exile, ſuch - 
ters, as are laſting and clear evidences, not 


of his piety or humility, but of his pride, inſo- 


= 1 Heveden, p. 283. 2 Carte, v. 1. p. 593, 594- 
8 T lence, 
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lence, and revenge and he exerted theſe 
violent paſſions agreeably to the fury of his 
temper, in endeavouring to ſet the King of 
F . and his own King, at variance; and in 
fomenting the petulant reſentment of a ſchiſ. 
matical antipope, like himſelf, by his own 
frowardneſs perſecuted, and baniſhed from 
home. 

Afterwards, when through the wearied 
good- nature of Henry, a reconciliation was 
propoſed and agreed to between him and 
Becket, the latter behaved, at the interview, 
with ſuch haughtineſs and inſolence, as diſ- 
guſted his own friends: and when the King, 
willing to forget and forgive all former feuds, 
« freely extended his grace to the clergy who 
had followed the archbiſhop in his exile;”* 
the haughty prelate, inſtead of ſhewing, on 
his part, the ſame peaceable inclinations to 
the King's adherents, refuſed to make any 
ſuch promiſe. And when he returned into 
England, he came with a mind agitated with 
the moſt diabolical paſhons : and to ſhew his 
implacable refentment, and that he was de- 
termined tq gratify his own furious vehe- 
mence, heſBrought over with him the Pope's 
excommunication of ſome refractory biſhops: 
to diſplay the inflexible ſeverity of his 
diſpoſition, he could find no better time or 
opportunity, than himſelf in perſon, and in 
his own cathedral, and upon Chriſtmas day, 


I Alex. 3. 2 Carte, V, I, P · 625. 
ſolemnly 
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ſolemnly to excommunicate ſeveral perſons 
for trivial offences. 

Theſe were indications that his malice, his 
pride, and his Juſt of power, were boundleſs ; 
and that he would drive on as furiouſly as 
ever. But his murderers ſtopped his career; 
and, though good ought not to be brought 
about by evil, delivered their country, tho' 
by a moſt unjuſtifiable act, from the man 
who was the author of its troubles and diſ- 
ſentions. Thus did his turbulent, ſeditious, 
revengeful ſpirit, raiſe him up enemies of as 
bad a temper as his own; who carried their 
reſentment to ſuch outrageous and indefen- 
fible lengths, as to perpetrate his murder, in 


an horrid and barbarous manner. And tho 


we join heartily with thoſe, who deteſt the 
bloody deed; yet, we declare, we fee nothing 
either in his life or death, to deſerve the title 


of ſaint. We look upon him as a man, dri- 


ven on, in all his actions, by the impetuoſity 
of his paſſions, to the moſt offen ve and ſcan- 
dalous exceſſes; and that he died, not in 
defence of Chriſt, or his religion, but from 
an obſtinate ſtiffneſs to ſcreen offenders from 
the laws of the land, which he called, plead- 
ing for the laws of God, that is to ſay, for 
the tyranny of eccleſiaſtics, and the uſurpa- 
tions of the Pope. He was therefore not a 
martyr for Chriſt, but for the Pope's power. 


1 M. a Steph, p. 8. Hoveden, p. 298. Carte, v. 1. 
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And accordingly, ſome of his moſt zealous WW 

adyocates, as if conſcious of the weakneſs of 

his pretenſions to it contend for his ſaint- 

hovd upon this account. Thus Szapletcy 

ſays frankly enough, ** that it is no more ab- 

* ſurd for the *. to declare him a martyr, | 
J 
1 


© whodies for aſſerting his authority, than if 
he had been killed for the chriſtian faith.“ 
Nay ſo meritorious is this, that, a little after, 
he adds, „that the cauſe of this martyrdom 
* yas ſuch, as to intitle a man to the name 
and character of a faint, even though at- 
* tended with no preceding ſanctity of 
life.“ 

From the moſt diſpaſſionate view of Becket's 
life and actions, we ſee little of the ſpiritual, 
but a great deal of the carnal man; and 
much more of the ſinner, than the ſaint. We 
do not therefore envy the Romiſb church, the 
honour of having ſuch kiad of faints and 
martyrs; whoſe merit, to intitle them to 
thoſe venerable appellations, conſiſted chiefly 
in the unreſtrained exerciſe of ſuch violent 
and unregenerate paſſions, as are equally a 
reproach to humanity, and the goſpel. 270 


1 Negue enim certe magis abſurdum eft a Romano Panti- 
fice martyrem pronunciari, qui pro authoritate Pontificia aſſe- 
renda occubuit, or ut pro 2 chriſtiana occi ſus fuerit. 

res Thomæ, p. 53. ed. 8 vo. Coloni æ, 1012. 

2 Quanguam & martyrii cauſa talis eft, ut fi nulla vits 
ſanctitas pra ceſſiſſet, ſola tamen ad ſancti nomen ac rem adi- 
Piſcendam ſufficiat, Bid. p. 54. 
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As this holy faint was introduced into the 
world by viſions and miracles; ſo was his 
exit, in like manner, diſtinguiſhed by them. 
His approaching martyrdom was revealed to 
himſelf by a voice from heaven, not long be- 
fore he returned from his baniſhment.“ And 
as ſoon as he was dead, it was abundantly 
notified. A prieſt ſaw, in a dream, a biſhop 
in his epiſcopal robes, in the body of the 


ſun. A woman ſaw the moon fall from hea- 
ven, and cut in pieces by ſwords.* The very 
day his paſſion happened, it was revealed by 
the Holy Ghoſt to Goodrich the hermit, who 


| lived 160 miles from Canterbury. And as 


ſoon as the monks had performed his ob- 
ſequies, his wonder-working power com- 


' menced : for whilſt his body lay upon the 


OTE 84 4 * arenen Are 9 


bier, he lifted up his right hand, and gave 
the blefſing.* This laſt circumſtance the 
archbiſhop of Sens informed the Pope of; 
adding, moreover, that he had appeared unto 
many, aſſuring them, that he was not dead 
but alive, and had ſhewed them, not his 
wounds, but only the ſcars of wounds. He 
told his Holineſs alſo, that a blind man, by 
anointing his eyes with the ſaint's warm 
blood, had received his ſight; and that he 
had lighted himſelf the wax candles, which 


I Hoveden, p. 297. See his own account of our Lady, 
in a viſion informing him of this and other particulars, 
cited, from the lieger book of the abbey of Whalley in 
Lancaſhire, in Weever's funeral monuments, p. 200. 


2 W. a Steph. p. go. 3 Hoveden, p. 299. 
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were round his dead body, when they had 


been put out.“ 

But theſe were only the beginning of won- 
ders. The ſeveral writers of his ſtory ſeem 
to think, there was no better way to raiſe his 
fame, than by dwelling upon the marvelous; 
and have accordingly feigned ſuch an heap of 
miracles, as are an inſult$@Teligion, a ſhame 
to decency,* and an affront to common ſenſe. 
We read of ſuch reputed ſanctity of his 
ſhrine at Canterbury, where his body was in- 
terred; of ſuch immenſe offerings, and ſuch 
ſuperſtitious profaneneſs exhibited at that 
place, as cannot but make us aſhamed of 
our forefathers folly and credulity. Neither 
was this all. So great virtue and power 
could not be confined to one ſpot : and Staple- 
ten has produced a rare liſt of ſpecial mi- 
; racles, performed in a monaſtery of St. Mar- 
1 tin, or St. Juſt in the grove, in Artois; 
where the monks had got the rochet he had 
on the very day of his martyrdom, and part 
of his hair-ſhirt, both ſo ſprinkled with his 
| facred blood, that no waſhing could get it 
out. They likewiſe had a piece of his dal- 
| | | matic, his pluvial or cope, and his ſhirt.“ 
J i Theſe rags or relics, we are told, greatly 
exceeded, in their wonder - working power, 


1 | x Did. p. 300. | | 
| 2 Liber de miraculis B. Thome, authore monacho quodam 
Cantuar. cited in Fox's martyrs, v. I. p. 293. and in Re- 
flections on the devotions of the Roman church, p. 227. 


3 Stapleton, tres Tbamæ, p. 108. 
thoſe 
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7 thoſe which remained with the body at Can- 
terbury. | 
It would be trifling to mention vulgar mi- 
7 racles, ſuch as, the curing all manner of 
ſickneſſes and diſeaſes, making up of differ- 
7 ences, and the raiſing of the dead. So con- 
ſtant a practice this of every faint, that the 
greateſt wonder of all is, how any of their 
votaries ever happened to die. Such kinds of 
* wonders every quack faint could operate: 
but thoſe of the firſt magnitude muſt be more 
> diſtinguiſhed, He, whoſe cup of water, when 
* taſted, was found rich and ſweet wine *; he, 
to whom his miſtreſs, the virgin Mary, gave a 
new garment, and mended his torn hair ſhirt ; 
and he, whoſe fowl, upon a faſting-day, was 
turned into a carp*; muſt have amazing com- 
munications of ſupernatural influences im- 
| parted to him; and his ſanctity cannot be con- 
> reſted: for he continued to work miracles , 
with the ſame ſpirit with which he began. 
Benedict, the abbot of Peterborough, in about 
twenty years after Becłet's death, filled five 
volumes with the hiſtory of them *. Such a 
z martyr, and ſo much merit, could: as eaſily 
work miracles abroad, as at home; for, as he 


I II. p. 110. 2 Hoveden, p. 298. | 
; 3 Gononi Chronicon SS. Deiparæ, p. 177. bid. p.1 05 
and Wickmar's Sabbatiſmus Marianus, p. 73, cited in Re- 
flections on the devotions of the Roman church, p. 220, 
and p. 221. FINK 

4 Rob. Swapham canobii Burgenſis hiſtoria, p. 99. in 
8 arke's ſeriptores varii, Sc. | 
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ſuffered 'more than any other apoſtle or mar. 
tyr, ſo, it is ſaid, his miracles exceeded thoſe 
of any other ſaint. To remove the preju- 
1 flices of the reader in theſe days of refinement, 
(p- 226) we will preſent him, by way of ſpe- 
cimen, with one circumſtantial and incon- 
teſtible proof out of many, and related with 
ſuch ingenuous plainneſs, that it muſt gain 
univerſal credit and approbation. A miracle 
it is of a very extraordinary nature; and per- 

formed, not by the dead body at home, (for 
the wonders, wrought at the ſhrine at Canter- 
bury, were ſo frequent, and jo well atteſted, 
(p. 227) that my author was above producing 
proofs, of what could not be conteſted ; but 
at a diſtance, at the conyent of St. Martin's 
in Artes, which had happily got pot or 


rags above named, which partook of the efli- 


cacy of that heavenl IF power derived to them, 


from that body, which they once covered; 
and were 4 8 with the ſame almighty 
charms. 

A certain noble. lady, having miſcarried 
of a dead and imperfect fœtus, was ſo affected 
by it, that ſhe cried to St. Thomas, not to 
ſuffer the foul of her poor abortive fœtus to 


go ad limbum inferorum ; and . earneſtly be- 
ſought him, to put life into it. One of her 
favourite women ſervants, hearing this, took a1 


wax ſtatue of the ſame weight with the 
abortive lump, to the holy relics ; and whilſt 


1 V. a Steph. p- 9 . 22 tres Themes b. 53 5 
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ſhe was praying to them, offering the gifts, 
and reaching out the ſtatue, immediately the 
* abortive fœtus, which was in the arms of the 
* midwife at home, received life; moved its 
lips, and eyes, and eyebrows : and, moreover, 
ſo perfect were all its members, that no de- 
fect or ſpot whatſoever appeared. The grate- 
ful mother ſent her enlivened ſon to the con- 
vent to be baptiſed there; and intreated the 
> abbot that he would be his godfather : who, 
in honour of the faint, named him Thomas. 
Upon this the mother made the convent 
magnificent preſents ; and, in memory of the 
miracle, called the chamber, her ſon was 
born and revived in, by the name of the con- 
vent. When the child was ſeven years of 
gage, ſhe ſent him to the convent upon her 
very beſt horſe, with a waxen horſe and boy, 
the weight of them both; and preſented the 
church with the waxen, and the live horſe. 
In ſhort, ſuch was her gratitude, gr? 
would ſerve her, but that when ſhe died, 
ſhe would be buried in the monaſtery. And 
the ſon, many years after, when he had been 
z pilgrimage to the holy land, and had been 
—Knighted for his feats in war there, choſe to 
have his remains depoſited by his mother's, - 
$0 honour the ſanctified relics, to whoſe mi- 
faculous energy he owed his life. This is a 
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S 2 Stapleton, tres Thom, p. 115. whoſe book, from p. 
$08 — 1.35, is filled with the relation and atteſtation of 
miracles performed by theſe wonder-working relics. | 
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ſample of Becker's miracles: and he who cy 
ſwallow down theſe fables — muſt be as cre. 
Hulous as —— Mr. P. — or an infidel. 

So much for this grand hierarchical faint! 
and we maintain that Henry did a good deed, 
in calling off his ſubjects from the profane 
and blaſphemous ſuperſtition paid to the 
tomb; and in demoliſhing both the ſhrine 
and the day, of this fictitious, furious faint 
But where was the faint himſelf all thi; 
time? Was there not, if poſſible, a greater 
call and neceſſity to exert his wonder-work- 
ing faculty, when ſuch irreparable injuries 


were offered to his body, and ſuch groſs in- 


ſults to his ſanctity? or was there leſs inhe- 
rent virtue in his body, than in his rags? or 
why did he not work ſome ſignal miracle, to 
confound, or convert the ſacrilegious diſturber 


of his aſhes? By the ſaint's paſſive tamenels Þ 1 
we cannot but ſuſpect the whole relation of | 


his miraculous operations; and deem them 
all, lying wonders, and pious frauds, invented 
by ſuperſtition, retained by credulity, and ſup- 
ported by tricks and impoſtures. 


Whilft Henry was unſhrining of dead faints 
Pole, we are told, was taken-up in the privat: 


offices of friendſhip (p. 230) to living ones 
His Ligeoiſe friends, (p. 231) who had ſhe 
tered him in his late rambles, recommende 
to him the cauſe and perſon of Albert Py-N 
hius. But little ſolicitation was needed in hi 
behalf with Pole? He could beſt of all int 
duce himſelf to the Eardinal* for * BF 

ron 
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| rom the abſtract of his famous book, con- 


&erning the hierarchy, inſerted in Dapins ec- 
lefiaſtical hiſtory, that he maintained the 
plenitude of the papal power, to a degree of 
abſurdity and enthuſiaſm *. © In the queſ- 
tions, indeed he tells us, © that do not 
welate to the intereſts of the court of Rome, 
he was bold enough: but in thoſe. that did 
relate to them, he was prepoſſeſſed with 
moſt unſufferable opinions ; and of all the 
= authors that have written on theſe heads, 
there is not one that has carried things ſo 
* far, or who has given more to the Pope 
than he has done.“ This character of 
Pighius gave Quirini a good deal of offence : 
and he endeavours to ſet it aſide, by ſaying, 
that Pole and Sadolet thought differently of 
him. And yet the former of theſe did 
afterwards, in the council of Trent, publicly 
mention Pighius as one whoſe zeal, in op- 
poling hereſy, had run away with his judg- 


D 


ment; and who, becauſe he would confute 


the whole of the Lutheran doctrine concern- 

ing original fin, had very near fallen into Pe- 

lagianiſm *. 

; It ſeems alſo, that in one article, he had 
ke to have turned heretic himſelf; and ſome 
deterodox boaſters maintained, as Quirini 

Jery eivilly expreſſes it, this glaring lie, that 


| : 1 Dupin, eccleſ. hiſt. 16 cent. v. 1. p. 435. 
wy * a. Ht. Quirini, v. 2. Diat. p. CxL. 
this 
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Doe Mr. P. had ,thoſe arguments befor: 
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this Achilles of popery was wholly theirs, i 
the article of juſtification*. Had he cond. 
Tcended to have told ug who that liar wy, 
we ſhould have learnt{from Mr. P, Ihe cat- 
dinal's echo, (p. 232, note.) It may perhap 
(from what is ſaid afterwards) be Bucer. 
Chemnitius does alſo produce a long paſſage of 
Pighius to confirm 1t*. But not only theſe 
heretics, but Tapper, who muſt always be 
named with honour, has reflected on him with 
great ſeverity, (p. 232). With great ſeverity 
indeed! for that godly man fuppoſed him to 
have been bewitched by John Caluir's inſti. 
tutions*. Quirini, however, who will never 
give up the cauſe of Pole, or any of his 
friends, has undertaken Prghus's defence 


him, he ſhould not have left his character 
under a cloud. 

It is pleaſant to obſerve, how bigots and 
perſecutors can quarrel amongſt themſelves. 
The writer of P:ghs's life tells us, he bore 
an inveterate and implacable enmity againſt 
heretics *. But his zeal and fury ſpent itſel 


1 Refellendem ſumo vanam heterodoxorum gloriationem — 
ME mendacii eoſdem coarguo. Quirini, v. 2. Did. 
p. cxxx. h 2 Id. p. cxxxix. | 
3 Cbemnitii examen. conc, Trident. p. 140. ; 
4 Faſcinatus errore, & ſeduttus ex lectione inſtitutionin 
Joannis Calvin. Quir. v. 2. Diat. p. Cxxx11. 
5 Ibid. p. Cxxx11 CXXXIX. 

6 Nuſquam tamen acrius inſurgit, quam ubi cum bent 
ticis (aduerſus quos perpetuum, ac implacabile bellum inſti 
tyerat ) hierarchiam eccleſiaſticam graviſſime tutatus eſt. 
Guntberi vita Pigbii, cited by Quir. v. 2. Diat. p. cui 

| | A in 
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paper. Whereas Ruard Tapper had nobler 
ppportunities, as great inquiſitor of the Low 
Countries, of expreſſing his zeal and activity 
to thorough good purpoſes: and we need no 
dther proof of his butcherly diſpoſition, than 
bi diabolical treatment of the venerable Me- 
rula, as related by that fair and candid wri- 
er, Gerard Brandt; who records a ſpeech 
bf him, fit to come from no other mouth, 
but that of an inquiſitor. © It is no great 
matter, ſaid this holy zealot, whether 
» thoſe who die on account of religion, be 
> guilty or not, proviged we may fright the 
people, by ſuch examples: which cannot 
fail of good ſucceſs, when men eminent 
F for their learning, wealth, nobility, and 
great places, are thus ſacrificed *.” After 
this, it is no ſurpriſe to find, that this violent 
erſecutor was looked upon as an atheiſt. 
This is the wretch, who, as Mr. P. informs 


Ius pu always be named with honour, 6:4 


+ His holineſs, willing to do honour to his 
pontificate, and to the ſacred college, (p. 150) / C0 
'* lately promoted to the purple, to add 
more luſtre to it, David Beaton the primate 

bt Scotland, (p. 234) with a view no doubt to 2 64 
. 0. how much he was ſenſible, the ſe- 

bate of the univerſal church ſhould be com- 


Ned of perſons of diſtinguiſhed merit, whoſe 


a Brandts hiſt. Ref. v. 1. b. 4. A. D. 1586, 1 3 
2 Id. A. D. 1559. + $50, 1557 
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examples might recall the ancient ſplendour if 
the priefthood, (p. 141). Pole, eager to em. 
brace any opportunity of expreſſing his ze} 

rote him a congratulatory /efter, too parti. 
cular to be here omitted, (p. 234): ſuch an one 
as we might expect from him, full of cant 
and fulfome flattery, wherein he praiſes hin 
for his piety ; and congratulates not only the 
church of Rome, but the univerſal church, 
which had ſuch abundant reaſon to bleſs God, 
for this promotion *. Surely Pole could not 
be in earneſt when he wrote this, or elſe he 
muſt be ignorant of Beaton's real character. 
The Scorch hiſtorians deſcribe him, as a man 
indeed of abilities, but otherwiſe of an in- 
famons character, and exceeded by none in 
pride, luſt, and cruelty*. But his zeal again 
hereſy would ſanctify every thing in Pele! 
opmion.,  _. 

The primate of Scotland was eden cardi 
nal, more effectually to ſecure the King and him- 
ſelf to the court of Rome: and no ſooner did be 
put on the red garment, (p. 235) but inſtead 
of anſwering the prophet's pellen, according 
to the turn that Pole fancy had given it, he 
choſe, if any judgment is to be formed fron 
his actions, to anſwer it in the prophet's own 
words, the blood of the people ſhall be ſprinblu 
upon my garments, and I will ſtain all my ra: 


1 Quirini, diat. v. 2. p. CXLIV. Ep. p. 117. 
2 . Robertſon, Spotfwood, Knox, and Hume, do all con- 
cur in giving cardinal Beaton this amiable character. 
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ment, for the day of vengeance is in mine 
heart *. No charge of hereſy n e 
but death was the conſequence ; 

whether ® men nailed rams horns on the 
head of St. Francis, put a cow's rump to 
„ his tail, and eat a gooſe upon all-hallow 
s © evening, or kept company with thoſe who 
e did ſuch wicked and abominable things 2 
or whether they preached againſt the novel- 
ties and corruptions of the church of Rome. 
The cardinal had power: and he was re- 
ſolved to make ſuch miſcreants feel it to the 
uttermoſt. But unfortunately for him, the 
Scoteb would not be convinced by ſuch rough 
methods. For he ſhewed f rigour in 
theſe proſecutions, and particularly in- 
* decent{friumph at the execution of Miſbarts, 


as enraged the common pegple, and exaſ- 
perated the nobility ; bee ere 
his ſhameleſs vanity, in celebrating the nup- 


tials of one of his baſtard daughters, with 
the utmoſt pomp and magnificence. {@Þhwte, 


land-other-priolencicss had made him univer- 
Bally hated ; and irritated ſome cool and def 
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1 Jaiab, 63. v. 3, 44 77 * 
2 Spotfwood, hiſtory of the church of Scotland, p. 75. 

3 90 do all the hiſtorians I have ſcen, call that emi- 
nently zealous and peaceable reformer ; and not as Mr. 
os » by a ſingular affectation, Yizart. Thuanus, in the 
account he gives of this tranſaction, calls him, by inter- 
preting the meaning of his name, from Buchanan, Sopho- 
eeardius, L. 3. AD. 1547. See more of him, Burnet, 
Nef. v. 1. p. 333336. Collier, v. 2. p. 205. Fox, v. 2. 
ED. 616, Se. FEW 


perate 
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Such was the end of this unfortunate man, 
* who'n his life was ambitious beyond mea- 


fuͤre, and in puniſhing of thoſe he eſteem. 


ed heretics more than inhuman *.” Thus, 
agreeably to Pole's prophecy, Beaton's blood, 
as Quirini informs us, was ſhed for the ca- 
tholic faith; and upon that account, he adds; 
that he, as well as Fiſher, in one very wiſe 
work, is julfly reckoned amongſt the cardi- 
nals famous for their ſanCtity *, and that in 
another work, it is expreſsly aſſerted, and in- 
diſputably proved, that he was truly a mar- 
A | 
x- Mr. P, conſcious that ſuch commendations 
would not be reliſhed in England, has wiſely 
ſuppreſſed them; and, to conciliate our fa- 


vour, hath ventured to give his ſuffrage a- 


gainſt perſecution for conſcience ſake, by 
owning, that Beaton's violence was a ſeverity 
which thoſe times could not bear, and With 
which it were to be wiſhed the lenity of the 
goſpel ſpirit had cauſed all times and all coun- 


1 Spotfwood, p. 83. Knox, (p. 72) ſays it was Jama 
Miki, — 4 „ N 2 al- 
ſociates and the cardinal, in the pithy manner hinted at 
by Mr. P, not Lefley. And ſo does Keith, if we may 
judge from the pallage cited by Hume. Tudors, v. I. p. 
2 . | 

11 In catalogo cardinalium ex fama ſanctitatis illuſtriun, 
in ſapientiſſimo opere de ſervor. Dei beatif. & beator. cant- 
nix. L. III. c. xxx111., Quir. diat. v. 2. p. CXLV. 

| Hiſtoria cardinalium a Donio D' Attichy epiſcopo Adi. 
enſi, Tom. III. bid. p. CxLvi. & v. 3. Pref. p. 2% 
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| tries to have been for ever unacquainted, (p. 
234). It is artful to throw out ſuch ſort 
of expreſſions when writing in this country: 
but thoſe who know the mercileſs, intolerant 


ſpirit of popery, will only ſmile at ſuch fair 


| and ſmooth ſpeeches. — Ig thing ſo ſoft, 
nothing ſo mild and eaſy, as its garb and lan- 
guage, when at a diſtance from power and 
dominion: but place it where it may exert 
itſelf, and this candour and moderation is 
no more. But the times are now altered; 
and good-ſenſe, and good- nature have, as 
theſe encomiaſts will tell us, refined the fe- 
tocity of ancient times, and he lenity of the 
* goſpel ſpirit is now the character of the 
members of the catholic church: their tem- 
pers and principles are, as Pole was, utterly 
averſe ta ſanguinary and compulſive meaſures, 
(p. 235). They may have Pole temper and 
| principles, and {not be averſe to ſuch męa- 


ſures 
It is well, however, for thoſe who talk ſo, 


if this be really the. caſe. This kingdom has 
experienced different treatment from thoſe 
who called themſelves catholics: we never 


found them ſuch gentle creatures. The 


bloody days of the Marian perſecution ex- 


hibited another picture of popery trium- 
| phant. Neither did the infatuation of a 
prince, in later days, upon the throne, of 


the ſame religious perſuaſion, promiſe bet- 


ter; and the ſtate of the proteſtants in 


U Ireland, 


2 6 


2 60 
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Ireland, when one kingdom was loſt, and 
the, crown of the other was tottering upon 
his head, was a flagrant proof that 
tions, at ſuch a time, could not be more 
owing to the weakneſs and folly of the prince 


himſelf, than to the ſanguinary and compulſive 


genius of that cauſe, whoſe beſt argument 
is the ſword. It was nothing but this pre- 


vented the reformation gaining ground, even 


in Spain and Portugal; and has kept it fo 


low, in France and Hungary. And that in- 


1quitous tyrant the duke of Alva, when he 
-left his government of the Low Countries, 
' boaſted, that he had delivered into the hands 
of the executioner above 18,000 heretics or 
-rebels, without reckoning thofe who died in 
war: and yet Vargas, the preſident of the 


council of tumults in Holland, that bloody 
council (as it was called) erected to deſtroy 
eivil as well as religious liberty, had the 
boldneſs to affirm, that the Low Countries 
were loſt out of a fooliſh compaſſion *. 

To omit the many long, inhuman, and 


barbarous perſecutions, ſo contrary to he le- 
"nity of the goſpel ſpirit, which the proteſtants 


1 King's ſtate of the proteſtants of Ireland under King 
James late government. Throughout. 


2 Brandt, Ref. v. 1. b. 10. A. D. 1573. Who hath, in 
another place, recorded an admirable deciſion of Vargas. 


_Heretici, ſaid that learned and upright judge, fraxerunt 
templa; boni nibil faxerunt contra ; ergo debent omnes pali- 


bulare. B. 9. A. D. 1567. 
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of almoſt every country in Europe fatally ex- 
perienced in the laſt and preceding centuries; 
let us only conſider how the ſame evil ſpirit 
hath exerted itſelf, with equal and unrelent- 
ing ſeverity, in the preſent epoch. The, per- 
ſecution and baniſhment of the Sa/fzburghers 
is not forgotten. We have heard too of 
the unjuſt violencies in Hungary, where there 
were, in the late emperor Leopol/d's time, 
more than 2000 churches of the reformed ; 
but in 1747 there were. not many more than 
100 left; and ſince that time, they are 
doubtleſs diminiſhed *. To deſcend lower 
ſtill. In the freeſt kingdom of all, and 
where the greateſt latitude 1s allowed ; yet 
even there, and within theſe few years, the 
civil power hath been exerted to the ruin and 
extirpation of ſome of its moſt loyal and 
peaceable ſubjects; and this, not for oppo- 
ſition to government, or maligning the ad- 
miniſtration, but ſolely and purely for con- 
ſcience and religion's ſake, and for worſhip- 
- ping God after the way that they are pleaſed 
to term hereſy *. A eure does not 

310 ITT bleed, 


I A. D. 1731, 1732. See the account of the ſuffer- 
ings of the perſecuted proteſtants in the archbiſhopric of 
| Saltzburgh, in two pamphlets publiſhed in 1732 and 1733. 

2 ima eccleſ. Hung. prote/tant. facies. A Matthia 
Bahil, J. D. M. Veritatis cauſa exule. Bregæ 1747. 8vo. 
Lat. & Germ. 

3 See authentic and indiſputable vouchers for this, in 
two pamphlets. One intitled, Popery always the ſame, ex- 
emphfied in an account of the perſecutions now carrying on a- 


gainſt the proteſtants in the ned of France: publiil 7 
2 1746. 


( 398 ) 
bleed, whofe indignation does not riſe, at 
reflecting on the [diſmal cataſtrophe of the 

alas and Sirven families at Toulouſe ', where 
bigotry, with its genuine offspring perſecu. 
tion, appeared in all its horrors? _ 

Such little reaſon have ſome people to 
deſcant upon the /enity of the geſpel ſpirit 
Let them talk of it leſs, and practiſe it more. 
We, however, do not deſire to retaliate this 
cruel ſpirit upon the eager, reſtleſs emiſſaries 
of the church of Rome in this kingdom, We 
hope God will pardon the blindneſs and per- 
verſeneſs of their hearts; and make gracious 
allowances for the prejudices of an early edu- 
cation, and a miſguided conſcience. Know- 
ing the ſtrong bias of violent prepoſſeſſions, 
we may juſtly ſay, that we endeavour to win 
them, by the lenity of the goſpel ſpirit. We 
return them good for evil; and allow them 
that liberty of confcience, which they know 
not how to grant to us. We do not violent) 
ſeize children from their parents. We do not 
condemn the men to the gallies, or the wo- 
men to the workhouſes, for being married by 
prieſts of their own communion. We do 
not ſend out military force to find out their 
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1746. The other is of ſtill later date, being an biftori 
cal memorial of the moſt remarkable ' proceeds ngs agarn/i then 
in the ſame kingdom, from 1744 to 1751: publifhed in 1752. 
Both of theſe are worthy the knowledge and peruſal ©: 
every ſerious proteſtant. 

I See Voltaire letter to Mr. D'. AM. upon "iS m 
tragical incidents. Gent: the beginniig 0 of M 
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places of meeting for religious worſhip ; and 
ſhoot at, impriſon, and fine to utter ruin, 
thoſe who happen to be ſurpriſed there. We 
ſend not their prieſts to the gallies, or 
gallows, for preſuming to exerciſe their mi- 
niſterial functions. 1 
Theſe, and the like actions of unchriſtian 
violence, as contrary to the true ſpirit of the 
goſpel, are forbidden us by ovr religion. We 
ſhew them therefore a better pattern: for 
compuljzon is not convictiun. And though 
ſometimes our moderation and forbearance 
may give offence to the more zealous part ot 
our own perſuaſion; yet we had rather be 
ſlack or even negligent, than rigorouſly 
enforce the penal ſanctions of the laws again 
thoſe who differ from us, and which too 
many of them do juſtly deſerve to feel; ſuch, 
TI mean, who not content with this tolera- 
tion and connivance, but deeming a defen- 
five part too mean an undertaking, ſhall 
boldly put themſelves forward to act on the 
offenſive; ſhall openly and inſolently arraign 
the religion of their country, brave its laws, 
and do their utmoſt to provoke the gentle 
government which harbours and protects 
them, by wantonly, and without diſtinction 
or exception, ſpeaking evil of every name 
endeared to us by all valuable and grateful o- 
bligations, as chriſtians, as ſcholars, and as 


2 See many inſtances of all theſe fats, in the pamph- 
ets above referred to. 8 


U 3 patriots. 


E 
patriots. Thus, becauſe we have not, what 
a Pope once called the beſt prop and main 
bulwark of the Roman faith, an inquiſition to 
filence hereſy, our bigotted enemies of that 
church preſume to irritate us more and more; 
and avowedly ſpare no care, or coſt, or pains, 
or thought, to ſeduce weak, and ignorant, 
and dying perſons ; pleaſing themſelves, that 
they can lull us aſleep, by” declafing againſt 
compulſion and perſecution. But theſe reſt- 
leſs bigots ſhould confider, for their own 
ſakes, that good-nature may be preſſed too 
hard; and that no government can tamely 
ſuffer continued inſults (ages its laws, or 
care to ſee their peoples principles debauched, 
and the allegiance due to their natural prince 
transferred to a foreign power. Their 
own officious ſedulity therefore may hurt 
them. We know what we may expect from 
them. For though ſmooth words are eaſily 
ſpoken; yet, as they are not always equally 
upon their guard, ſomething will drop, which 
will diſcover their real temper and principles. 
Thus this very writer, with whom we are 
concerned, who recommends he lenity of the 
gofpel ſpirit, and condemns all ſanguinary and 
compulſive meaſures, 1s not aſhamed to palliate, 
and juſtify the cruelties of queen Mary's 
reign. And this very cardinal of his, who 1s 
ſaid to be ſo averſe to ſuch meaſures ; yet, 
when legate here, and inveſted with full 
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power, was ſo far from having either the ho- 
neſty or the courage to prevent them, that he 
employed them himſelf, 77 ae ca- 
ftholic cauſe, (p. 235). 26 IT 

The Pope having, by his mediation, re- 
conciled the Emperor and the King of France; 
and theſe two princes, to humour his holi- 
neſs, joining in their cenſures of Henry's 
conduct: this rant of ſervants, backed by 
ſuch ſupports, thought he might now ven- 
ture, from that univerſal ſuperintendence, 
which obliged him to watch over the ſpiritual 
welfare 'of each part of the church, (p. 178) 
to iſſue out his bulls of excommunication and 
depoſitio his adverſary of his ſee; and 
which, to Pole's great grief, he had kept by 
him for ſome time, to the detriment, as he 
thought, of the kingdom *. By this act, the 
Pope, .as far as in him lay, deprived Henry 
of his kingdoms ; abſolved his ſubjects from 
their allegiance; and ordered them to take 
up arms againſt him: and all the chriſtian 
princes of Europe were exhorted to fall upon 
him, as a public enemy of the church of 
God“. | ; | 
This extraordinary exertion of the pleni- 
tude: of papal power, having been claimed 
and exerciſed by ſeveral of thoſe meek and 
chriſtian biſhvps wh in St. Peter's 
infallible chair, we cannot but expreſs our 
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A conceſſion this, highly derogatory to the 


emperor Leo 1ſaurus, ſays, Sic exemplum pefler is * 5 
a ligui 


( ga2 ) 


aſtoniſhment, that Mr. P. ſhould -preſume to 
diſcuſs that claim ; and -to queſtion, not the 
vallity of the excommunicating part of the 
ſentence, but the depoſing power aſſumed in 
it: for he tells us, we do not any where find, 
that the author of our holy religion declared 
his vicegerents in the hierarchy to be umpires 


and diſpoſers of flates and kingdoms, (p. 238). 


Pope's ſupreme and infallible authority, and 
which the abettors of it will not thank him 
for; unleſs, perhaps, the greater ſervice his 
book may do the cauſe, may incline them to 
pardon and indulge him in any reprefentation 
he chuſes to make of the principles of it. 

He fays, that Gregory VII, that very tur- 
bulent and ambitious pontiff, was the first 
who undertook to depoſe a ſovereign, (p. 239). 
And ſo it is trequently ſaid. But Bellarmine 
dates this juriſdiction rather higher; and 
proving from facts, that the Popes claimed 
this uncontroulable temporal er over 
princes, he inſtances in Gregory the ſecond, in 
the 8th century, depoſing the emperor Leo 
Taurus the iconoclaſt, and Zacharias, who 
deprived Childeric of the kingdom of France, 
and gave it to Pepin. He alſo mentions acts 
of equal temporal power exerciſed by other 
Popes before Gregory the ſeventh ', And the 


1 Bellarm. Cont. tom. 1. de Rom. Pont. lib. F. e. B. p.1087, 
Sc. See alſo the ſame vol. and treatiſe, I. 3. c. Ib. p. 
910. And Baronins, ſpeaking of Gregory's depoſing the 
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fame author, in another place, enumerating 


the ſeveral reaſons for calling a council, makes 


the motive of depoſing an emperor one of 
them 1 8 MI | | | 


But, ſays Mr. P, this opinion is fo. far from 


making a part of the dottrine of the catholic 
church, that na profeſſor would be allowed to 
maintain it in thoſe countries, which are moſt 
attached to her communion ; and no-book -ſuf= 


| 8 fered to appear in public, where it was aſſerted, 


(p. 240). Things are ſtrangely altered then 
of late years. For though the papal power 
hath been conſiderably lowered fince the re- 
formation; yet, that ſuch a proof of ortho- 
doxy, as maintaining the Pope's temporal au- 
thority, ſhould be formally cenſured by any 
of that communion, is what we can hardly 
credit, when ſo many infallible Popes have, 
ex cathedra, pronounced it heretical to deny 
It: when it has been made a kind of teſt of 
hdelity and ſubmiſſion to the ſucceſſor of the 
prince of the apoſtles : when ſo many lumi- 
naries-of that church have warmly contended 
for it: and when one of their GENERAL 
COUNCILS hath poſitively decreed, that Popes 
may depoſe heretical princes, and abſolve their ſub- 


fets from their allegiance *. What can we rea- 


liquit Gregorius, ne in eccleſia Chriſti regnare ſinerentur 
herelici principes. Annal. v. 9. A. D. 730. ſed. 5. p. 
rr 
1 Id. Tom. 2. De canciliis & ecclzſia, L. 1. c. . p. 17. 

2 The fourth general Lateran council, held under In- 
nocent III. A. D. 1215. cap. 3. De haretias. v. Crabbe 


ſonably 


277 
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ſonably conclude from hence, but that it i 
an article of their belief? 
So neceſſary hath this doctrine been thought 
to the well-being of the papacy, that ſome of 
the greateſt and ableſt champions of the Ro- 
miſh church, inſtead of looking upon it as a 
2 75 new ſyſtem, (p. 239) have thought it the more 
incumbent upon them, and from this very 
Orc, to inſiſt upon its antiquity, and 
to ſhew the fatal tendency of depriving the 
ſee of Rome of any part of its juriſdiction, 
Baronius calls ſuch an attempt, by no gentler 
a name than that of hereſy, as depriving the 
Pope of half his power'. And that ready 
controverſialiſt, the ever-renowned Bellar- 
mine, who will not give up any the leaſt of 
the pontifical claims, enlarges upon this ca- 
pital article; and has employed his whole 
fifth book de Romano pontifice, in eſtabliſhing 
that Pontiff's temporal power; expreſsly al- 
ſerting, that though the Pope hath not di- 
rectly, de jure divino, a power over the tem- 
poralities of princes, yet indirectly, as the 
chief ſpiritual prince, he can change king- 
doms, take them from one, and give them to 
another, if it be neceſſary for the good of 
ſoulss. The famous cardinal Perron was 
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1 gs errore notantur omnes, qui ab eccleſia Romana, 
cathedra Petri, e duobus alterum gladium auferunt, nec 1 
ſprritualem concedunt. Baronii —_ A. D. 1053. ſedt. 
14. v. II. p. 249. And again, A. D 1073. ſect. 13. . 
1072, he calls it, Hæreſis Politicorum. 

2 Quantum ad perſonas, non poteſt Papa, ut Papa, grdi- 
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very warm upon this point; and calls « that 
* doctrine which makes princes indepoſable 
« by the Pope, a breeder of ſchiſms, a gate 
* that makes way for all hereſy to enter, and 
that it obliges men to confeſs that the ca- 
* tholic church hath for many ages periſhed 
from the earth; for he confidently avows 
* it, that all the catholic church have held 
$c 
K 


it, and the whole French church, till the 
time of Calvin; that if this doctrine be 


* head of the church, and vicar of Chr, 


that he is an heretic and Antichriſt, and 


* all the parts of the church are the limbs of 


1 Antichriſt *.” 


But not only is Mr. P. fo unfortunate as 
to differ in this eſſential point, from theſe il- 


: luſtrious champions of his own church, but 
E alſo from his / favourite character: for Pole 


who, amongſt other ornamental advantages, 


3 was diſtinguiſhed by every qualification of an 
allaccompliſbed churchman, (pret. p. xv1) had 


narie temporales principes deponere, etiam jufla de cauſa, co 
modo quo deponit epiſcopos, 1. e. tanguam ordinarius judex; 
amen poteſt mutare regna, & uni auferre, atque alteri con- 
Jerre, tanquam ſummus princeps ſpiritualis, jt id neceſſarium 
ſit ad animarum ſalutem. Cant, tom. 1. De Rom. Pont. l. 


15 6. p. 1081. And in the next chapter, he ſays, 
t ontificts eft judicare, regem eſſe deponendum, vel non depunen- 
dum, And again, ſpeaking of heretical princes, he ſays, 
Onnium conſenſu poſſunt, & debent privari ſuo dominio. 
lbid, c. 7. p. 1084. | 

I Stulling fleet, v. 2. ſerm. 2. p. 99. cited in Fortin's 
life of . Y.. 3... ds Xe * Valtaire's — 
V. 7. p. 37. Laſt French edition, 1756. 
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as high notions of papal omnipotency, as any 
cardinal could have; and ſpared no pains to 
illuſtrate this doctrine. In his firſt book 7 
the church's unity, he labours to demonſtrate 


Aue the pre-eminence of the ſacerdotal as the re- 


079 


+ 


gal office ; and in the ſecond, to vindicate the 
rerogative of the ſee of Rome, and eſtabliſh 
its high pretenſions. Agreeably to this, he 
elſewhere aſſerts, That Chriſt placed Pe- 
* fers Chair, above all the thrones of Em- 
5 youu: and all the tribunals of Kings. 
t would be endleſs to cit the moſt 
reſpectable names, belonging to the Romiſh 
church, who hold this temporal and depoſing 
power in its full extent; which ſurely they 
would not have done, if they had not looked 
upon it, as making a part of the dofrine of 
the catholic church, (p. 240). And though 
ſome high-ſpirited, unruly councils have leſ- 
ſened the Pope's authority, by making it in- 
ferior to that of councils, and ſome of the 
free ſpirits of France, by making a diſtinction 
between the court and the church of Rom, 
have abſolutely rejected it; yet have they 
been ever looked an. by others of that 


church, with an evil eye, as not coming up 


to the true ſtandard of orthodoxy. 

But we have one authority more to prove 
this point, an authority too of the greateſt 
weight of all with our biographer, and that 


1 Petri cathedram, ſuper omnia imperatorum ſolia, & on. 
nia regum tribunalia collocauit Chriſius. Polus de condi 
Dueſhio 61. p. 34. Rome 1562. 4to. 
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is— his own. For when he had before in- 
formed his readers of Pole's lagantine commiſ- 
ion to the chief powers of Europe, to induce 
them to compel Henry to return to the obe- 
dience of the ſee of Rome, he there vindi- 
cated the hoſtile conduct of his holineſs, by 
declaring, that the principles on which he pro- 
ceeded, were druun from that univerſal ſuper- 
intendence, which OBLIGED him to watch over 
the ſpiritual welfare of each part of the church, 
and gave him A RIGHT fo uſe ſuch means as 2.0% 
are proper to effect it, (p. 178). He then 
undoubtedly thought with his hero, hat it 
was 'the Pope s duty to ſeek, FROM EVERY 
QUARTER, @ remedy to thoſe evils, in which 
the King had involved himſelf and the whole 2 , 
kingdom, (p. 183). Now, if this be not, in 
effect, making the Pope become à kind of u- 
niverſal monarch, ſuperior to all others, even 
with reſpect to 'extent of temporal power, (p. 27/7 
239), I know not what is. We cannot rea- 
ſonably infer otherwiſe. Nor need we deſite 
better proof, that hrs opinion does make à 
part of the doctrine of the catholic church (N 277 
240), than from the number, weight and 
character of thoſe members of that church, 
who profeſſedly inculcate it as ſuch. 

Mr. P, however, proceeds, and adds, hat 
10 profeſſor would be allowed to maintain it in 
thoſe: countries, which are moſt attached to her 
communion; and no book ſuffered to appear in 
Public, where it was LA 7 i ah | 
the profeſſors are not allowed to — 

is 


63268) 
this doctrine, they take the liberty to read 
lectures upon it; which, we may fairly ſup- 
pole, is not to confute, but to maintain and 
aſſert it. In the ſcheme of lectures to be 
read in the univerſity of Erfurt, for the year 
1752, two of the law-profeſlors there gave 
notice, that they would ſuch and ſuch days 
read lectures upon the decretals of Gregory 
the IXth *: which decretals were collected to 
manifeſt his boundleſs authority, and to juſ- 
tify his excommunication of the Emperor 
Frederick, whom that violent and iniquitous 
Pope © proclaimed an Antichriſt and an a- 
* theiſt; and a new goſpel was promulged 
throughout Europe, promiſing, that who- 
* ſoever aſſiſted in dethroning the Emperor 
* ſhonld inherit the kingdom of heaven“. 
And, not to mention ſome feeble attempts 
that both N been, XIIzznade 
to revive, if poſſible, their claimed temporal 
power; there was a work lately drawn up 
by the inquiſition, concerning the papal 
power, to depoſe Kings, or diſcharge their 
ſubjects from their oath of allegiance ; but 
ſuch a piece, faith my author, would have 
met with a better reception in the eleventh 


1 D. Joh: Michael Rotermundt, profeſſor decretaliun, 
Sc. & Joannes Foachimus Hunold, 7. U. D. Sc. ex cata- 
logo prælectionum univ. Erfordienſis per annum ſequentem ha- 
bendarum. 1751. And the canon of depoling | heretical 
princes, eſtabliſhed in the great Lateran council, as it i; 
called, is received by theſe decretals into the canon law 
L. 5. Tit. & c. 13. De Hereticis. 

2 Walch's hiſtory of the Popes, p. 178. 
century, 
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century, than in the eighteenth *. And long 


within Mr. P's remembrance hath this doc- 


hath openly maintained the Pope's preten- 
ſions; and his book been ſuffered to appear in 
public, where it is. aſſerted ', ( So that this 


doctrine is not quite ſo much exploded by 


his church, as Mr. P. would perſuade Uge- 


| A- Part of . 


The reconciliation of the Emperor and the 
King of France, and the diſtinguiſhed civi- 
lities ſhewn to our Exgliſb fugitive by the 
former of thoſe princes, inſpired him and his 
maſter, the Pope, with freſh hopes of re- 
uniting ſo fair a portion, as England, to the 
catholic church, (p. 173). Animated with 
this pleaſing proſpect, his holineſs iſſued out 
his bulls of excommunication and depoſition 
againſt the King of England and the Eng- 
lh cardinal chearfully undertook another 
ſpiritual expedition againſt his own ſovereign. 
As the encouragement now given was greater 
than before, his inſtructions ran in an higher 
ſtrain; and breathed nothing but ruin and 


deſtruction againſt Henry. He was now ſent 


into Spain, to perſuade the Emperor to deſiſt 
from the league againſt the Turk, that he 
might be at leiſure to make war againſt his 


I Waltl's Hiſtory of the Popes, p. 298. Note. 


2 Petitdidier, a Benedictine monk, ſur I autorite et Þ in- 


| fallibilitt des Papes, printed at Luxemburg in 1724- OY 


fellow 
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fellow chriſtians *. Such was Pole charity, 


Iqyalty, and piety, which drove him upon 


this cruſade, at the moſt unſeaſonable time 
of the year: but )vincit iter durum pietas, (p. 
245). | 

* he hoſtile air of theſe inſtructions with re. 
ſpect to Henry, was ſuch, that Mr. P. himſelf 
allows, that it may ſeem extraordinary, the le- 
gate ſhould take upon him ſuch a commiſſion, (p. 
242). But he thinks this apology will be 
admitted in his behalf, that He had been de- 


clared a traitor,* for cauſes which, in their na- 


ture, do not ſeem to come under the article of 


treaſon, YYY. He had fo, and upon very 
juſtifiable motives, for being concerned in 
the ſame treaſonable practices he was now 
again engaged in, for aiding and abetting a 
rebellion againſt his King, and inviting and 
exciting the chief powers of Europe to in- 
vade and diſtreſs his country. He was ever 
inculcating, that Henry was a greater enemy 
to the cauſe of chriſtianity than the Turk; 
te that things might be ſo managed, that 


1 Perſuadere 2 Majęſiati, ut omni cura velit incun- 
bere reductioni illius regni ad veram religionem, nec ulteriut 
pati regem illum ſævire in Deum, & in ſanctvs, tamdiu a ſt 
& a toto regno cultos,&c. . . D. J. a conabitur en- 
nibus viribus perſuadere os Majeftati  longe preflare . + 
fieri a liga univerſa inducias, (et incluſo etiam chriſtian 


mo rege) cum Turcis ad aliqued tempus, quam propter expt- 


ditionem in eoſdem Turcas . . . amittere occaſionem bene gt- 
rendæ rei Anglia, & Lutherane. Inſtructio pro card. Pit, 


c. Dir, v. 2. p. ccixxix. inter Monum. Prælim. 
2 + 6 10 
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* no force ſhould appear, and yet the greateſt 
force applied, eſpecially if the two powers 
(above mentioned) would but interpoſe in 
« this cauſe, which concerned themſelves, 
« the holy ſee, and all „ e and that 
* now was the time, as they were at peace 
together. 5 

But notwithſtanding all this, we are told, 
whatever the legate's private opinion might 
have been of the Pope's depofing power, in ge- 
neral; certain it is, that he never inſtigated 
the courts, to which he was ſent, to act in con- 
ſequence , it, (p. 243) Surely, if Mr. P. 
had not the utmoſt contempt of his readers, 
and the higheſt opinion of his own import- 
ance and authority, he would not have dared 
to ſay this in direct contradiction to Pole him- 
ſelf, who did inſtigate, as much as in him 
lay, the courts to which he was ſent, not to 
content themſelves with expoſtulations and 
threats, but declare war againſt his own 
country, and cruſh the new Turks before 
* they attacked the old ones.” This was 
his ſuggeſtion to the Pope*: this does he in- 


1 Heæc omnia fic tractari peſſunt, ut nulla vis appareat, & 
tamen maxima vis adhibebitur ; maxime fi iſti duo principes 
interponant ſe, ut cauſam hujus ſanctæ ſedis, & ſuam, argue 
totius reipublicæ chriſtianæ agant, quod ut faciant hee ipſa 
erit opportunitas, dum de pace inter eos concluditur. 

Quir. v. 5. p. 156. inter tria Poli ſcripta. 

2 Quare primum probibendum, ne novi Turchæ exorian- 
tur, anteguam ad veteres oppug nandos eatur. 
Quir. v. 5. p. 157. inter tria Poli ſcrip ta. 
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fiſt upon in his letters to Contareni*, But not 
to oyerpower our biographer with too many 


proqfs at once, I will only refer him to a 


treatiſe of the cardinal, which, by giving an 
abſtract of, (p. 275) he would perſuade us, 
he had read and confidered. 

In that moſt inflammatory and ſcurrilous 
addreſs to the Emperor, which Pole called his 
Apology, all the vile and bitter expreſ- 
ſions, which a fruitful and malicious ima- 
gination could invent, are in the coarſeſt lan- 


guage, without any regard to decency or reli- 


gion, applied to his ſovereign ; and he who 
would ſee ribaldry and railing in its perfec- 
tion *, and learn the art of calling an enemy 
by bad names, need only dip into this apo- 
logy, in compariſon with which, the language 
of his book on the church's unity, ſevere and 
unchriſtian as it is, is modeſt and decent: 


he here openly declares to the Emperor, that 


1 — Primum Cæſarem contentum efſe, ut amborum no- 
mine mittantur, (ſc. illius & regis chriſtianiſſimi) gui An- 
glo proteflentur, &c. Deinde hoc clare explicet, quod in am- 
ui proteſtatione intelligitur, Anglo non obediente, je contentum 
una cum rege chriſtianiſſimo exequi, que ad obedientiam prin- 
cipum catholicorum pertinent, oc. Quir. v. 2. Ep. Poli 
Contareno, p. 176. And again, in another letter, he ſays, 
Excitare enim, ut naſli, in Scriptura Deus ſolet adverſartos, 
& hoſtes contra eos quos Deus vult caſtigare, &c. Utd. 
p. 198. | | 1211 

2 The apology which Pele makes for all this ſcurrility 
againſt his King, is, that it was the will of God, and his 
vice- gerent, that he ſhould abuſe him; and he could not 
help it: Nen minus (ſays he) claram Dei vocem intus au- 
dire videor, qui me id facere jubeat, quam foris vicarii Dei 


imperium audio. Apol. ad Gæſ. ſect. VIII. p. 79. 


the 


„ 
the motive of his late embaſſy was to expoſe the 
flagrant wickedneſs of Henry, and to perſuade 
him, „to — ur | 


e to turn them, 
® where the greater neceſſity of the church de- 
«manded them!.“ It would be tedious and 
endlefs to produce other paſſages to the ſame 
effect: for the intention of the whole trea- 
tiſe is to rouſe the Emperor to revenge the 
cauſe of the church; and to aſſure him, he 
could not expect ſucceſs in his other enter- 
prizes, till he had triumphed over this enemy 
of chriſtianity *. But alas! neither the embaſſy, 
nor the eloquence of Pole, could prevail ei- 
ther upon the Emperor, or the King of France. 
They, it ſeems, were far from feeling any thing 
of the CHRISTIAN and public ſpirit, with 


t Ab eo miſſus, cut me fas parere cogit, & ad te primmm 
miſſus, deinde ad regem chriſtianiſſimum, ut hujus (jc, Hen- 
rict) ſcelera per ſe quidem minime cbſcura detegam, & te, 

ESAR, à bello Turcico abducere coner, &, quantum poſſum, 
ſuadeam, ut arma tua es convertas, fi huic tante mals aliter 
mederi non poſſis, quo te major neceſſitas eccleſiæ vicat. 
He had juft before ſaid, that he had threatened the King 

| 3 years ago in his book, if he did not deſiſt from perſe- 
cuting the church: Si nemo alius hoc in fe ſuſctheret, me 
| faturum, ut apud principes ejus nequitia fic pateret, ut 
| aperte cognoſcerent illum multo grauiorem hoſtem eccleſiæ, quam 
| Turcarum, tyrannum ; & ſi alter bello eſſet perſequendus, mutts 
Juftius contra illum arma convertenda, quam contra Turcam, 
A quo major pernicies immineret. | 
* Quir. v. 1. Apol. ad Czf. ſect. VIII. p. 78. 
2 Sie vero dico, fi expeftamus victoriam in Oriente, chri- 
| hams ab hofte Chriſti in Occidente gravius affiiftis prius «/e 
Juccurrendum ; viftoriam enim Chriftianorum in Oriente as 


ia in Occidente pendere. Did. ſet. XLII. b. 166. 
he X 2 which 
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which he was animated, (p. 243); and did 

ot care to enter into a war only to gratify 
1 pride and reſentment of-the biſhop of 
Rome, and to countenance (What, as-Kings, 
they could not but abhor) the treaſonable ef. 
forts of a fugitive incendiary. The legate 
therefore was forced to be contented with a 
few good words, and retire, as before, with 
ſhame, confuſion, and diſappointment. 

It was not to be ſuppoſed, that Henry was ſo 
ill-ſerved, as to be ignorant of the legate's 
offenſive negociations with theſe princes, 
«© Whatever danger, therefore, he apprehend- 
* ed from abroad, he aſcribed it all to Pall, 
as the great inciter of foreign princes to 
* invade his realm, and to his correſpond- i 


* ences, as giving encouragement to make 


* the attempt The cardinal was at 21 


diſtance, and out of his power: but the ſtorm 


fell heavily upon his family, and ſome of his j 


friends; who loſt their lives, for the cor- 
reſpondence they had kept up with him, who 


had been declared the King's rebel and enemy. 


Mr. P. ſays, their only crime wa- their affinity 


to Wy. cardinal, (p. 246). Henry, bad as he 
we r 


were indicted for high treaſon ; the particu- 
lars of the proofs are not recorded. 
the account of the proceedings aga 


wy theſe 
unfortunate noblemen related by Burnet, 
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2 Burnet, Ref. v. I. p. 358. 
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they ſeem to have been guilty of little more, 
than of ſome very haſty and very imprudent 
ſpeeches which fell from them : but the car- 
dinal's open and provoking treaſons, and the 
dangerous ſituation of England, in cafe of an 
invaſion, might be the occaſion of their be- 
ing treated with greater ſeverity, than their 
offences would have deſerved in calmer 
times. 

The offence that Po/e's behaviour gave his 
friends in England, is ſtrongly expreſſed by 
biſhop Tonſtall, who moſt ſeverely cenſures 
him for his unnatural, ſhameleſs, peſtilent 
treaſons ; ** whoſe pernicious treafons” (ſays 
he) ® late ſecretly wrought againſt this 
* realme, have been, by the work of Al- 
* mighty God, ſo marvelouſly detected, and 
by his own brother, without looking, fo 
* diſcloſed, and condign puniſhment inſued, 
* that hereafter, God willing, they ſhall not 
take any more ſuch root to the annoyance 
of this realm.“ This was all Pole got by 
this ſecond ramble: he had the mortification 
to find all his hopes terminated in an un- 
ſucceſsful and deſpiſed embaſſy, in the ruin 
of his family, and the loſs of his friends. 
The cardinal's ſanguinary expectations be- 
ing defeated ; to indulge his ſpleen and re- 


| 1 Biſhop Teuſtall's Palm Sunday ſermon, before Henry 
VIII. in 1539. Re-printed in 479. 1633, p. 32, 33. 
And alſo cited in Strype's Memorials, v. 1. p. 338. 


X 3 ſentment, 


2.90) 


20. 


( 326 ) 


ſentment *, he retired to, and lodged in à con. 
vent near Carpentras, (p. 261), where, whilſt 
he was trying to get over his public diſap- 
pointments, and private afflictions, we are 
called to attend to he bojſterous proceedings 
by tohich Henry was giving the nation to un- 
derſtand, they had exchanged the ſupremacy of 
the bilhop of Rome, for the arbitrary will of 
a capricious and bloody prince, (p. 263). It is 
hard upon the King of England, that nothing 
he did can pleaſe either Pole, or his biogra- 
pher. Three years before this time, he ſays, 
he arew up a profeſſion of faith, &c. ; 
In all this, he adds, there was nothing but 
what bad been the conſlaut doctrine of anti- 
guity, and was then held and practiſed by the 
Whole catholic church, (p. 264) We can 
hardly think, that Mr. P. knows any thing 
more of theſe articles, than what he learnt 
by running over the titles of them, or he 
would not have been fo laviſh in his commen- 
dations of them. For theſe articles were in- 
tended to be healing ones of reconciliation 
and unity, wherein ſomething was to be 
yielded on both fides: for not to mention, 
that four of the Romiſb ſacraments are en- 
tirely dropped; nothing ſaid of traditions, 
indulgences, the Pope's power, or the like; 
purgatory was made uncertain, and its abuſes 


1 See his letters from Carpentras in the months of 


AronJ? and September, 1539, wrote to Contareni, Qui: 
Ys» 2. ar 18 — 1 99. 


taken 
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taken away. So that, „by peruſing theſe 
articles, the reader may perceive ſeveral of 

* the moſt ſhocking doctrines of the Roman 
E communion were ſoftened and explained 
* to a more inoffenſive ſenſe, and ſeveral ſu- 
« perſtitious uſages diſcharged '.” 

But now, at the time I am ſheaking of, the 
zealots of the Romiſh party had gained ground: 
and the King, (irritated by the oppoſition 
Cranmer, and the well-wiſhers to the refor- 
mation, had made to the intire diſſolution of 
the monaſteries) to manifeſt to the world, 
that, though he was not a friend to the bi- 
ſhop of Rome, he ſtill adhered to the faith of 
the Romiſh church, and to remove that of- 
fence, which the former profeſſion of faith 
had given, he eſtabliſhed thoſe fx articles, 
which we acknowledge to be cruel and 
bloody indeed. But who enacted thoſe ſe-' + 
vere penglrjea ſpeculative points? Cromwell 
or Cranmer o; neither of them. The 
partizans of the Romi/h church made this 
law: and * the adherents of the papacy were 
® ſo intent upon its execution, that they got ; 
Foo perſons, to be taken up immediately, 1 
* but Cromwell repreſenting the evil con- k 
* ſequences of ſo violent a proceeding, pro- 
* cured a pardon for them *.” But, how- 
ever, ſome few years after, (1544) a more My 
conſiderate parliament paſſed another act, ta 


1 Collier, Seclef ill. v. 2. p. 128. 

. Carte, V. 3. p. . (per erm: V. J. 
Þ 353. 9.3966, X 4 qualify 
Hug, W415 2 2 9. 
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qualify the rigour of theſe fix articles, and to 
prevent malicious accuſations *. 

canly as we think, as well as Mr. P, of 
the laviſh diſpoſition of the parliament, to 
paſs /uch inhuman edicts, ( b, 204), we can- 
not help reminding our biographer, that 
though this inbuman act was repealed in Ed- 
ward the VIth's reign, yet an attempt was 
made in the firſt parliament of Mary's reign 
to revive it, which not then meeting with 
ſucceſs, was deferred to the next parliament; 
which, being of a more flaviſh diſpefition, re- 
newed this, and all the ſanguinary ſtatutes 
againſt heretics ; and recommended all the arti- 
cles of the catholic church, by an argument, of 


which, it muſt be allowed, the Queen, and her 
miniſtry, were perfeftly maſters, 


But to return to our cardinal ; who, whilſt 
Henry was thus demonſtrating his orthodoxy, 
remained ſtill at his retirement near Carpen- 
tras but as ſoon as he had recovered his 
1 he ſet out for Rome in obedience to 

e Pope's commands: and ſo fearful was he 
of any attempt againſt his life and perſon, and 
particularly in that place and neighbourhood, 
that he deſired his coming might be kept a 


e profound ſecret, and Cappear unexpected 


Whilſt he was upon the road, he ſtepped out 
of the way, to pay his devotions to the head 
of Magdalen *, which was preferved as a va- 

1 Carte, v. 3. p. 176. At 2 Quir. v. 2 Ep. Pali 
Contareno, p. 19414. 3 Cumque inde ad templum . ve- 


niſſem, in quo ejus caput aſſervatur, &c. uir. v. 4. Ep. ad 
Adiuardum VT. ſect. ALVI. p. 338. 2 y 
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luable relic, in a cavern near the road between 
Aix and Marſeilles," called Sainte-Beaume, (p. 
271). As ſoon (ſays he) as I entered the 
church, I fell into à great fit of weeping, (p. 
272). But what occaſioned this exceſs of 
ſorrow? Was it a compunction arifing from 


the ſenſe of the miſery which his folly . 
enthuſiaſm had brought upon his own family 
No. They were, forſooth, his tears for Hen- 
ry's hardneſs and impenitency. Sea. tears 
truly! when he had juſt before, like the 
knights - errant of old, been running from 
court to court, to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the 
chriſtian powers, againſt that infidel and he- 
retic, the King of Eng/and. His tears, there- 
fore, could never be upon Henry's account, 
unleſs they were ſhed, becaute thoſe princes 
would not enter into an holy war againſt 
him. CE 

The cardinal, however, could ſometimes 
attend to vulgar matters; and had juſt before 
given an inſtance of his prudence and worldly 
wiſdom, in refuſing the vacant biſhopric of 


Salisbury from the Pope, judging wiſely, it 
could do him no more good, than if he had 
been nominated, in the ſame manner, to that 
„% Antioch or Alexandria: it could neither 
bring him honour gr profit; and his enemies, 
hearing of it, would make it an handle of 
their /corn and raillery *;{(p. 267). But in 205. 


this pilgrimage to Magdalen's cavern, he diſ- 


COvers 
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covers his weakneſs and ſuperſtition to a de- 
gree of Eredulity beyond even Mr. P's faith, 
who fairly confeſſes, that /e hiſtorical fads 
on which the tradition was grounded are of 
very doubtful authority, (p. 271): for how- 
ever high the veneration, formerly paid to 
this cavern, was, yet he muſt be ſenſible, 
That it is not criminal now to deny that 
Mary Magdalen ever was in Provence.“ 
And I am afraid, he falſe delicacy of a cor- 
rupt age will equally ſmile at Qyirim: *, and 
his Engliſb copier, for cle before the rea- 
der the ſentiments which the cardinal elt at 
Sainte-Beaume, as proofs of his love and regard 


3). for the perſon (p. 272) of Henry; and pity 


their hero for a /implicity, as void of under- 
ſtanding, as of true piety. | 

As we take no delight in calumniating the 
dead, we will let the character of Bembo 
(however dubious) paſs without contradiction; 
and will only obſerve, that the profligacy of 
his younger years h met with a kind apo- 
logiſt, which is not more owing to his or- 
thodoxy and his purple, than to his attach- 


ment to, and his connections with cardinal 
Pole. 


1 Voltaire's works, v. 7. p. 48: 
2 Quir. v. 2. diat. p. CCXLYI? 


AN. 
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ANIMADVERSIONS 
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SECTION xu FIF TH. 


UR Engliſb cardinal being now ſafely 
lodged, and, to quiet his fears of an 
* aflaflination, well guarded too, at Rome, his 
* biographer has again recourſe to his old 
friend and aſſiſtant Quirini; and as he learnt 
from him, how much Contareni had been 
the confidant of Pole in his late ſpiritual ne- 
gociations, ſo, from the ſame authority, is he 
enabled to exhibit Pole's gratitude, by doing 
the ſame kind offices to his friend, who was 
now, in his turn, engaged in an eccleſiaſtical 
embaſly at the diet of Ratisbon. Quzirin!'s 
third volume, from which he had his intel- 
ligence, is chiefly taken up with matters re- 
lating to Contareni, and in vindicating him 
from the imputation of favouring the pro- 
teſtant doctrine of juſtification : but as that 
cardinal's actions were nothing to Pole, and 
the diet at Razisbon had no connection with 


1 For a full and accurate account of the proceeding: 
at the diet at Ratisbon, the reader may conſult axons xd 
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England, we will paſs by this part of the 
hiſtory, as nothing to our purpoſe. 
Quirini has taken great pains to prove the 
3 of Contarent's ſentiments on the 
32 & ſubjett of juſtification (p. 284): and his copier 
ſays, that ſome Lutheran writers have vainly 
attered themſelves, that Contareni was an 
3 27 abettor of their principles (p. 28 5). But thoſe 
Lutherans were not ſingular in their opinion: 
the inſpired members of the council of Trent 
thought ſo too. For when Contarent's ne- 
phew, the biſhop of Belluno, delivered his 
opinion in the debate concerning juſtifica- 
tion, and aſcribed. the whole of it to faith, 
,and the merits of Chriſt, excluſive of aedeks; 
{{thehiſtorian of that council tells us, it gave 
very great-offence; and revived the memory 
of the charge againſt his uncle, the cardinal, 


8 the ſame ſentiments *. 
Wire Poe trad been lometimendabndeont; 
K received ſome comfort, however, to alle- 
viate his afflictions: this cordial drop was now 
adminiſtered by the flow but ſure vengeance, 
which, at length, overtook him, who had been 
the inſtrument of them all. This was the er- 
JJ / ecution of Cromwell (p. 289). Perhaps the 
ſatisfaction the cardinal took in the fall of 
this miniſter of ſtate, whom he looked upon, 


1.4. fect. 755 throughout, p. 352369. Pallavicim 
hift. conc. Trid. 1. 4. c. 13---15. v. 1. p. 140---14): 
Sleidan. b. 13, & 14, part of each. p. 275---285. Father 
Paul, b. i. p. 94---100. 

I 2 hift. concil. Trident. lib. 8. c. 4. VE I 5. * 
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( 383 ) 
to uſe his own ſcurrilous language, as the 
agent of the devil *, might enable him to at- 
tend to buſineſs, and exert himſelf in the be- 
half of his friend Contareni; for Cromwell 
was executed the year before that cardinal 
went to the diet at Ratisbon 
We have bees been (made acquainted 
with Pole's inveterate hatred of Cromwell, (p. Ha. y 
3. Sc.). It is no wonder therefore, if his 
— ſhould compliment his hero, b 
drawing the character of the earl of Eſex, 
with the venom of an exaſperated adverſary. 
But as Mr. P. has profeſſedly adopted his fa- 
vourite's quarrels and friendſhips, and is there- 
fore too. much a party in the caſe, to write 
either with truth or temper, let us try whe- 
ther a more favourable and juſt conſtruction 
cannot be put upon the meaſures and . 
of Cromwell, than cruelly and wantonl 
repreſent him, as having zalents only gte 
for deſtruction; and that being 
any principle, human or divine, and the brutal 
Javageneſs of his mind equal to his vile extrac- 
tian, be was alike qualified to plan and execute 
bis prince's worſt deſigns, (p. 104). J 67 
Cromwell's introduction into public life 
was in a manner ſo honourable to himſelt, as 
would naturally beſpeak the favour and good- 
will of every ene and honeſt mind. 


I * Landing Lace: ; nuncius Satan e. Nominetur ergo, 
Squidem damones etiam in ſcriptura nominantur. Poli A- 1. 


pol. ad Ce. ſect. xxvii. 2 V. 1. P. 123, 125» 126. ach oc 
By 
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By his own: merit and activity, by his own 
induſtry and ability, he ſurmounted the ob- 
ſtacks which a low birth and education 
threw. in the way to obſtruct his riſe. Cou- 
rage, fidelity, and gratitude to an eminent 
degree, diſtinguiſhed- his firſt appearance in 
the houſe of commons: andthe King, pleaſed 
with his generous behaviour in defence- of 
the ſinking Wolſey, reaſonably concluded, 
that he, who had ſerved a private maſter 
with ſuch zeal and affection, would ſerve 
him, with the ſame aſſiduity and attachment, 
in the great concerns of ſtate, But here he 
found, how © impoſſible it was that any 

man, who meddled ſo much in great and 

public affairs, ſhould not in divers kinds 

ſo miſtake, forget, and err, as to incur-the 

note of a criminal, when ſevere inquiſition 

was made againſt him..“ Cromwell had the 
misfortune to live in violent and dangerous 
times; by his ſtation as obliged to be 
an active and principal inſtrument in effect- 


ing that ſeparation from the ſee of Rome, 
which we account a national bleſſing gpvheimw- 


M expoſed him to the virulent reſentments 


of the members of that communion ever 
ſince. From the animoſity of the two con- 
tending patties, which looked upon him as 
the chief agent in every thing, he hath met 
with ſingularly bad treatment: the one, 
thinking his power and influence greater 


1 Lord Herbert, p. 520, 
| than 
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than it was, have laid the whole of their de- 
ſtruction upon him; the other, expecting 
that protection from Aren n which ex- 
ceeded his authority have joined in nothing 
elſe with their adverſaries, but in their re- 
proaches and cenſures of Cromwell. They 
have each of them, in their turn, rejected 
him as a member of their communion ; have 
acrimoniouſly examined his ſpeech and prayer 
at his execution; the one attempting to proye 
him to be no good proteſtant, the other/no 
ound papiſt. 


At this diſtance of time from the ſcene of 
action, we form an unprejudiced opi- 


nion, and make ſuch candid allowances for l 
his conduct and behaviour, as the impetuous | 
violence of his maſter, and the peculiar diffi- 
culties of his ſituation, may reaſonably offer l 
in his behalf. The low birth of Cromwe!/ | 
might perhaps raiſe the indignation and envy 
of the nobility againſt him; but the impar- | i" 
tial Hiſtorian, far from reckoning that any 
the leaſt diſgrace to his memory, will con- 
ſider it as increaſing his reputation: and that 4 
confeſſed ability, induſtry, and political ſa- 
gacity, which raiſed him to his height of 
greatneſs, ſhould alſo recommend him to the 
favourable notice of ſucceeding times. Lord 
Herbert, who is not over tender of Cromwe!!'s 
tame, yet acknowledges, that © he was noted 
in the exerciſe of his places of judica- 
ture, to have uſed much moderation; and 
in his greateſt pomp, to have taken mA 
* « an 


( 238 } 


* and been thankful to mean perſons of his 


® own acquaintance *.” Sure figns theſe, no: 


open, generous, friendly diſpoſition. 
It was 2 to ſerve a 


maſter whoſe paſſions were as violent, as his 
ower was boundleſs ; and who never ruined 
= halves. had recom- 
mended a wife to Henry, whole perſon proved 
dilagreeable to him: and this was done with 
a view, no doubt, to attach him more firmly 
to the reformation. The partizans of the 
papal and imperial faction, obſerving the 
King's uneaſineſs, fomented it with all their 
might, by throwing a fairer object in his 
way ; and made uſe of the ſame artifice to 
ruin Cromwell, which had before been ſuc- 
ceſsfully played againſt Wolſey ; and, by 46 
3 me the clamours againſt ie admini- 
/ ſtration, prevailed wm the King to ſacrifice 
his miniſter to pleaſe the people. A falling 
ſtateſman will never want accuſers: and they 
who follow him in the ſunſhine of his power, 
will deſert him when he can ſerve them no 
longer. BY 
Cromwell experienced common fate of 
diſgraced miniſters; and was deſerted by all 
his friends, except the conſtant Craumer, 
whoſe letter to the King in his behalf, not- 
withſtanding one expreſſion in it, which no- 
thing but malice would take in a bad ſenſe, 


1 Life of Henry VIII, p. 526. 


will 


( $87 } 
(ill be a laſting proof of his ſincerity and 


goodneſs of heart, and his friend's misfor- 
tune in ſerving ſuch a maſter. 
In the charge brought againſt Cromwell, 

hereſy and treaſon are indeed objected : but 

the particulars are fo trifling,[that, in all pro- 

bability, had he been permitted to have de- 

fended himſelf, he might have juſtified him- 

ſelf, as acting under the King's own direc- 

tions. But that very act of attainder, which 

he himſelf, to pleaſe his maſter, had been 

too forward to promote, proved as fatal to 

him: and even the farce of juſtice was as 
| much ſuperſeded in his caule (p. 310), as it 95/7 

had been before, in the caſe of the counteſs 

of Salisbury and others; for the te houſes 

condemned him «without any legal trial, and un- 9 3.3. 
| beard (p. 290). The little time between 

his arreſt, attainder and execution; the King's 

ſpeedy divorce from Anne of Cleves, and en- 

gagements with Catherine Howard, are ſtrong 
| preſumptions, vr ſomething _ than the 
| ſuppoſed guilt of Cromwe!l, was the real.cauſe 

of: his Tk. Henry found him ſcl{{on 1 
with difficulties, his court divided in- | 
to factions: he therefore gave up his miniſter, 4 
| more to gratify their intrigues, and gain a 
| new miſtreſs, than for any real offence, or 
breach of the laws, which he had com- 
| mitted. So that, as Mr. Dod fairly obſerves, | 
| © we have reaſon to ſuſpect, that King | 1 
Henry made uſe of his arbitrary power 
| © in the proſecution, and that ſeveral of 
ö « the 


/ Hume, P. , , 299. 
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© the articles were. frivolous and ground. 
AMIDE a ]mmm m jf n = 
| Thus fell the low-born Cromwell, worthy iſ 
of a better maſter, and a better fate: xv 
- his puniſhment may ſerve as a caution for 
N thoſe who ſerve ſevere princes, to procure 
* ſufficient warrant for all that they do. 
The King, however, is ſaid to have la- 
mented his loſs; and endeavoured to make 
ſome reparation to his injured family, by 
creating his ſon, before the end of the 
year, a peer of the realm, by the title of 
lord . Cromwell *, | 

We are now called upon to view our 
cardinal in another, and more conſpicu- 
ous light. The Pope rewarded his merit 
and his ſufferings, by conferring on him 
the government of the province of the pa- 
trimony (p. 295), which fair domain. . was 
bequeathed to the holy ſee by Mathildis, coun- 
teſs of Tuſcany, in the year 1115 (p. 296), 
This will of the counteſs was ſtrongly 
diſputed, firſt by the Emperor Henry V, and 
afterwards by ſeveral other princes; nor wes 
her bequeſt given up, till the Emperor Fre- 
deric II, in the beginning of the thirteenth 


„ 9 


1 Church hiſtory, v. 1. p. 168: 
2 Lord Herbert, p. 521. | | 
3 See more of Cromwell. Collier, eccleſ. hiſt. v. 2. p. 
180, 181. Dod, v. 1. p. 1679——169. Carte, v. 3. Þ 
159. Burnet, v. 1. p. 276---280. And for the bill o 
attainder, Records, p. 187, and v. 3. p. 144---147. Bi. 
og. Brit. v. 3. article Cromwell (Thomas) p. 1531. 
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century, confirmed (but not intirely) that 
ſplendid donation to the Roman ſee, to induce 
the Pope to eſpouſe his quarrel with Ortho IV. 
Mat hildis intentions, however, were kind 
to the holy ſee, who left her inheritance to 
it, to ſhew her gratitude and affection to that 
virtuous pontiff Gregory VII; with whom ſhe 
was ſuppoſed to have as great intereſt, and 
upon the ſame honourable terms, as donna 
Olympia ſhad, in much later days, with the 
chaſte Innocent X. | 

When Pole was inveſted with the govern- 
ment of a province, left the holy ſee by ſuch 
a faint, his biographer, from the ſcarcity of 
documents to illuſtrate his hero's actions, en- 
tertains us with an account of the lenity of 
his government, and a few quotations againſt 
perſecution, We perfectly agree with our 
writer, in an abhorrence of that antichriſtian 
ſpirit; and ſhall only obſerve, that if the 
cardinal did purſue the lenient plan at Y:- 
terbo, he thought differently of it afterwards, 
when he was legate in England, and choſe 
to try how much better the compulſive argu- 
ment would ſucceed. | 


i Mofheim's ecclef. hift. tranſlated by Mr, Maclaine, 
v. 1. p 500, — p. 642. And again, p. 647 : and the 
| Notes at tho ges, by his judicious and accurate 
| Iranflator: who bath done great ſervice to the hiſtory of 
the Church, by his illuſtrations of his elegant and excel- 
| lent original, alſo Walch's Lives of the Popes, p. 
 146---176, - 92 | 
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Mr. P, to recommend ſuch equitable ſenti- 
ments (p. 321), (beſides appealing to the 


candid Sadolet has produced the authority 
of Sulpicius Severus, and St. Auſtin. The 
teſtimony of the former, wherever he picked 
it up, when thoroughly conſidered will be 
found rather to favour the contrary ſenti- 
ments. The place here referred to, but 
without telling us where to find it, occurs at 
the concluſion of the ſecond book *. The 
hiſtorian having recorded Priſcillian's appeal 
from the eccleſiaſtical tribunal to the Em- 
peror Maximus, -who ſummoned him and his 
accuſers to Treves, tells us, that this was 
permitted through the weakneſs of the or- 
thodox . And though he does blame the bi- 


hops Idacius and Ithacius for applying to 
z, Fecular Judges 


7 which he repreſents, 
not, as a ſhameful proceeding, but as indiſ- 
creetly done *: Yet he confeſſes, he ſhould 
not have reproved the pains they took to ex- 
tirpate heretics, if it had not been done with 
too eager a view to carry a point * Neither 
does he repreſent the proſecution they carried 
on, at the Emperor's court, as a ſhameful pro- 
ceeding e What he really meant, by 
this expreſſion, will be further explained. by 


1 Lib. 2. p. 437. to the end. Ed. eum not. var. 
2 Priſcillianus vero . . . ad principem provocavit: per- 
miſſumque id naſtrorum inconſtantia, p. 447. 
3 Parum ſanis conſuls, ſe culares judices adeunt, p. 442. 
4 Quorum fludium in expugnandis hereticis non reprt- 
henderem, fi non ſtudio vincend, plus quam oportuit, certaſ- 


fent, p. 447. 


St, 


| 
| 


(i 


St, Martin's ſpeech to the Emperor, that it 
was a new and unheard of crime, that a ſe- 
cular Judge ſhould determine an eccleſiaſtical 
cauſe. This was the bad example, he 
ſhameful proceeding, not the proſecution or 
puniſhment of heretics, (for they were, he 
ſays, unworthy of lite *) but their being tried 
in the temporal courts. But, the indignation 
thoſe biſhops raiſed againſt themſelves was fil 
greater, when they Oe them to Treves, in 4 
quality of accuſers, (p. 302). Mr. P. may 34 
think ſo: but Sulpicius does not fay it, for he | 
knew they could not help going to Treves *. 
And though St. Martin was indeed againſt 
thoſe heretics being put to death, yet the 
zeal of other more ſanguinary biſhops pre- 
vailed for their execution. 
But, moreover, we are told, that neither St. 
Martin, nor St. Ambroſe would have any far- 
ther communication with the proſecutors, or the 
biſhops who continued in their communion, M 6 
Cc. [to the end of the quotation. ] All 
L. this is true: but Mr. P. did not learn it 
from Sulpicius s hiſtory. That St. Ambreſe „ ,, , . + 1 
did fo, lde editor i the variorum cdi SulJucud | 
mentions in one of his notes. But Baronius, | 


in his life of St. Ambroſe, ſays, that that 


I Novum efſe & inauditum 2. 8 ut cauſam eccloſia i u- 


dex ſæculi judicaret, J. 449. = : by 
2 Hoc fere modo homines 2 indigniſſimi, peſſim? exempls 1 


necati, ww exiliis multati, p. 452. | 
3 Omnes, quos cauſa invalverat, ad regem diducti. Secuti 
etiam accuſatores, p. 447. | 
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faint; and the reſt of the orthodox, did not 
condemn this execution, only diſliked that 
biſhops, who ſhould abftain from blood, 
ſhould be the proſecutors *. And Sulpicius, 
not in this, but in another work, has related 
that S7. Martin reproached himſelf, IBN 
for a little temporiſing; which place, if Mr. 
P. had conſulted, he might have diverted his 
reader, with the miraculous circumſtance of 
an angel's reproving the ſaint for that offence, 
who from that time found a diminution of 
virtue“. But, however, his holineſs Pope Leo 
the great, one of the moſt iluſtrious biſhops that 
ever filled the pontifical throne, (p. 399), dif- 
fered greatly in opinion from theſe two ſaints ; 
and, when writing to Turibius biſhop of Aſtu- 
ria, commended this ſlaughter of the Pri, 
cillianiſts, gs. 

This authority proving ſo ineffectual, let 
us ſee whether the next can ſtand our author 
in better ſtead. Every writer ſhould be con- 
ſiſtent: if he contradicts himſelf, by ſaying 
and unſaying, his evidence muſt go for no- 
thing. And though in the epiſtle referred 
to by Mr. P, St. Auſtin does indeed ſpeak in 


1 Baronius's life of Ambroſe, prefixed to the Paris 
edition of his works, v, 1. p. 47. 1632. 
2 Sulpicii Severi Dial. 3. ſeft. 15. p. 575— 579. 
3 Sub. Sev. Hist. lib. 2. p. 452, in the notes. Baron. 
vit. Ambroſ. p. 47, who alſo refers to St. Auſtin as ap- 
proving the ſame practices: and this letter of Leo is 
brought by 1aimbſurgh to prove that hereſy is a capital 
crime, and may be puniſhed with death. Hiſt. du Pontrf 
da Leon le grand. lib. I. n 
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favour of moderate courſes; yet in fo many 
more does he ſpeak ſuch oppoſite language, 
that nothing can well be argued from his 
opinion be zealots of the Romiſb church 


have made ſuch good uſe of Auſtin's. into- 


lerant principles, that Mr. P. muſt ſurely be 
off his guard to produce him as a patron of 


moderation, when he cannot but know that, 


that ſaint's authority is alleged, upon every 
occaſion, to juſtify perſecution. Thus their 


two Champions, Stapleton and Harpsfield:, 
cite him as recommending death as the proper 
puniſhment of hereſy. And at a very critical 
time in the laſt century, a French verſion of 
ſome of Auſtin's letters was publiſhed, by or- 


der of an archbiſhop of Paris, to juſtify the 


perſecution of the proteſtants, with this ex- 
traordinary title, The conformity of the conduct 
of the: church of France, for re-uniting the 
proteſtants, with that of the church of Africa, 


for re-uniting the Donatifts with the catholic 


church: which letters were well taken to 
pieces and expoſed by Bayle in his philoſo- 
phical commentary *. So little ſervice have 


1 Stapleton, Promptuarium Catholicum, Dominica quinta 
p Epiph. upon the parable of the tarcs, p. 61, pars 
prima; &{Nomin. ſecunda poſt Penteceft : upon the goipel, 
Compel them to come in, p. 159. + ; 


2 Harpsfield's dialogues. Dial. 6. p. 916. 


3 Fhe letters that occaſioned Bayls's remarks, were, 
Epiſ. 93 alias 48, 185 alias 50, 164, 166, 167, 204, all 
in defence of the ſword,” and written againſt the Donatiſis, 
and particularly that abſurd branch of them, known, not 
. Wee P's- new name of Circoncilians, but by that of 

ircumcellians (Circumcelliones ). | 


Y 4 theſe 


( 344 ) 
theſe authorities been to Mr. P, that he had 


Nene left the /ubjedt {uh to ite own ſelf 
3 7 evidence, ( p. 302), 32 ave called in ſuch 
feeble and inſufficient ſupports. 

The lenity of Pole in his government occa- 
ſioned the late learned digreſſion. We are 
now to conſider him as head of a literary 
ſociety at Viterbo: and if Quirini and Mr. 
P, were not reſolved, at all events, to exto} 
their hero, we might have expected ſome in- 
ſinuations of hereſy to be thrown out againſt 
the cardinal himſelf. The proteſtants chal- 
lenged him at this time, as ſecretly favouring 
their doctrine of juſtification : and the Viter- 
50 ſociety was unluckily compoſed of real, or 
reputed heretics. Qurrin ſays, theſe were 
the principal members of it, Flaminius, Pe- 
ter Carneſecca, the marchioneſs of Peſcara ; 
and Caracciolus, from what is there ſaid of 
him, ſeems to be another'. Of theſe Fla- 
minius, de quo erant prime lachrymæ *, was a 
tulpected heretic : and though he) re- 

2ained to the church by the endeavours of 
Pole, yet he never got over the objection 
of that crime, and is {till branded with it“. 
Mr. P. indeed ſays, he had imbibedf at Naples 
che tenets 4 Valdes, with whom he had con- 


1 Nu, v. 3. 3 De Viterbien % ſodalitic, p. 59 & 
2 & v. 4. Apparatus, p. I-III. 
2 . Heaton, Muzzarelli. Mag. ſac. Palatii. Pol, 


uir. v. 5. P. 127. 


f * Coby: 3 Shel horn. Aman lit. v. 2. Diff. de rel. &c. Flaminii, 
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tracted a dangerous intimacy, and was returned 
to Rome, a proſelite to his impious ſyſtem, (p. 
300). Thus does our writer, who is 
never at a loſs for words to abuſe thoſe, 
whom he knoweth nothing of, or difliketh, 
calumniate a true ſervant of God. Valdes, or 
rather Valdeſſo, was a Spaniſh nobleman, and 
a ſoldier ; who, in the latter part of his life, 
that there might be (as he faid) a time be- 
tween fighting and dying, devoted himſelf 
intirely to the duties of religion. His piety 
did not ſhew itſelf in controverſy, but in in- 
culcating experimental and practical religion, 
and in magnifying that faith and holineſs 
which planteth the life of God in the ſouls 
of men. This was his offenfive and impiors 


ſyftem. 


1 Yaldeſſs's 110 Conſiderations, tranſlated by Mr. Far- 
rar, and publiſhed in 1638, a ſmall 4% alton's Lives, 
p. 319, in the life of Herbert. Amongſt Eraſmus's Epiſ- 
tles, there are two very reſpectful ones addreſſed to him. 

L. 19. p. 619. L. 22. p. 824. 

' Bexa, in one of his letters, is extremely ſevere upon 
Valdeſſs's Conſiderations, It is a great pity that good 
man's zeal ſhould carry him to ſuch unwarrantable 
lengths, againſt a book that hath all the marks of a ſin- 
cere and cordial piety. He ſhould rather have bleſſed 
God for that degree of vital and experimental religion ex- 
preſſed in it; and have conſidered, with his Engliſb 
tranſlator, that Yaldeſſs lived where the SS. were in no 
©. reputation, and therefore no marvel that he ſhould 
® ſpeak ſo ſlightly of them; but rather, on the contrary, 
it may ſeem a marvelous thing in our eyes, to have a 
» ſtateſman in thofe parts, at that time, ſo far illuminated 
**-and taught of God as he was.” Farrar's preface. 


V Bez Ep. Theol, Ep. 3. N. Genevs 1575. Ed. 809. 
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Caracciolus was that celebrated marquis of 


Vico, who, though nephew (by his mother) 
to Paul IV, left Italy for the ſake of religion; 
and flying to Geneva, lived there the remain- 
der of his days; and was therefore an avowed 
heretic. He, Valdeſſo, Flaminius, and the 
marchioneſs of Peſcara, were awakened to a 
ſenſe of religion, by the powerful preaching 
of Martyr and Ochin at Naples. The mar- 
chioneſs was a moſt excellent and exemplary 
lady, but ſo ſtrongly ſuſpected of hereſy, that 
when poor Carneſecca was ſome years after- 
wards . brought to the ſtake, by that hunter 
of heretics, his holineſs Pius V, the chief of 
the charge againſt him was, his dangerous in- 
timacy with the ſectariſts in Germany, and in 
Italy with the marchioneſs Peſcara, and Ju- 
lia de Gonzaga, ſuſpected heretics * ; the high 


ſin of which, he was fully convinced of — 


when he was burnt for it. 


Theſe were Pole's intimates at Viterbo, and 


-who did him great honour. Quirini, in his 


. defence of the ſociety, gives up Carneſecca 
and Caracciolus as apoſtates, but contendeth ſtre- 


nuouſly for the orthodoxy of the marchioneſs 
and Flaminius * : but as two of the vicars of 


Chriſt * did not think fo favourably of them, 


1 See the- life of Caracciolus in Italian and Latin by 
Beza; and in Engliſh by Craſbaw. 1688. a thin 12s. 
Thuanus, L. 3. A. D. 1547, & L.84. A, D. 1586. 

2 Thuanus, lib. 39. A. B. 1 566. N. B. ＋7 5 
3 V. 2. Diat. p. cix---cxvi. & v. 3. De Viterbienſi 
ſodalitis, p. 5972, & v. 4. App. p. - viIri. 15 
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the cardinal muſt not expect to be believed, 
before thoſe infallible beings, who cannot err 
in matters of faith. Met, 
Whilſt Po/e was happy in the enjoyment 
of ſuch good company, he had the mortifi- 
cation to hear of his mother's execution. Her 
behaviour, as lord Herbert relates it, at the 
time of her attainder was maſculine and ve- 
hement* ; but upon the ſcaffold it was ſo ex- 
traordinary, that it is difficult how to ſpeak 
of it. The ſofteſt manner of expreſſing our 
ſentiments, is to ſay, that her reſentment, for 
her cruel uſage, and long confinement, was ſo 
ſtrong, that it had turned her head ; or ſhe 
never could have behaved, at the cloſe of life, 
in ſo frantic a manner, running backwards 
and forwards, and forcing the executioner to 
do his office, as he could. A martyr (p. 
313) (as her fon called her) always ſubmits 
to perſecution with patience. That the le- 
gate ſuffered a good deal upon this account, 
can eaſily be conceived : and his ſorrow muſt 
be the more pungent, as he muſt be ſenſible, 
that his own folly and perverſeneſs had been 
the more immediate occaſion of the violent 
deaths of all that were near and dear to him; 
and though we cannot but lament, that the 
counteſs ſhould fall by the arbitrary will of a 


the Index lib. probib. Rome 1559: Pius V, who 


burnt Carneſecca for being acquainted with the heretical 
marchioneſs. 


1 Life of Henry VIII. p. 531. 


tyrannical 


— 
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1 


tyrannical ruler, her ſon, however, deſerved to 
feol all that he did feel. 

But Pole's chriſtian fortitude, (p. 315) muſt 
be contraſted with Tully's child; 9 impiety, (p. 
314), upon the death of his favourite daugh- 
ter Tullia, when nothing would ſatisfy the 
fond parent, but ſhe was to be changed into a 


goddeſs, and divine honours decreed her, (pc 


The cardinal indeed did not go quite 
ſo far: he was content privately to conſider 
his mother as a ſaint and a martyr, and an 
additional patron and advocate in heaven“. 
And he might perhaps ſometimes comfort 
himſelf, that his church might in time do it ; 


as the deification of ancient Rome is exactly 


copied in the canonization of modern Rome, 
where every Pope claims the privilege of ad- 
ding freſh ſaints to the church. And what- 
ever worſhip was paid by the ancient pagans 
to their heroes or inferior deities, the Roma- 
niſts ſtill pay to their ſaints and martyrs; and 
exhibit, in the offices of their church, zho/e 
guilty inftances, to which the book of Wiſdom 
aſcribes the origin of taolatry *, ( p- 31 5). 


1 Bono. . . . animo nus. hx 22 acceſſit ad caters 
patronos, & aduocatos, quos.in cœlis habemus. 

Quirini, v. 2. Vita Poli, ſect. xl. p. 59. 

2 Ii jſaum, ch. xlv. v. 12, & ſeq. 
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